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If a time machine brought B.T. Roberts to campus 
today, directly from his 1866 desk or carriage, 
would he even know where he had landed? In 
some ways, nothing would be recognizable to him. 
Every aspect of our daily life — our dormitories, 
dining hall, transportation, phones, clothes — is 
completely different than their forerunners in the 
days of Chili Seminary. I believe, though, that he 
would be able to see past the outer packaging of 
our culture and find a College and Seminary that 
retain the core purpose of what was founded 
almost 150 years ago. 

We are fortunate to have access to some of Roberts’ 
thoughts on the value of Christian education. 
When writing about his purpose for starting a 
Christian school, Roberts said: 

The result that is especially aimed at is to train 
these boys and girls up for usefulness and 
happiness here; and for a glorious immortality 
hereafter. It is to accustom their minds to profitable 
thought and investigation; to teach them how to 
study, to aid them in acquiring a complete mastery 
over themselves, to imbue them thoroughly with 
Christian principles, and make them accustomed 
to Christian practices; in short to do all that can be 
done to help them to become intelligent, educated, 
consistent, efficient Christians.*  

Just as difficult as imagining what B.T. would 
think of us now, it is as much a stretch for us 
to imagine what college will look like for the 
generations ahead. Today on our campus, even 
as the excitement and energy begin to build as we 
make plans for celebrating our Sesquicentennial 
year, we must keep envisioning beyond 2016. Our 
programs and building projects need to serve not 

only our current students but their grandchildren. 
And all of our proposed changes should be anchored 
in our institutional identity and the original purpose 
of B.T. Roberts — to be responsible stewards of the 
legacy we’ve been given.   

And I believe we are.  As we celebrate the grand 
opening of the Crothers Science & Nursing Center 
in September, we are serving the science and 
nursing students of today and putting in place 
the needed equipment and technology to train 
students of the future for profitable thought and 
investigation. We have restructured academically 
into five new schools, because we know that as 
our student populations grow, we need to have the 
infrastructure to support, train and serve students 
in every discipline with expertise and qualified 
faculty and staff. As we launch new programs, like 
the doctoral psychology degree, we are continuing 
to be innovative educators in order to imbue 
students thoroughly with Christian principles. 
And as we foster entrepreneurial projects like the 
Enactus program, we are demonstrating how our 
intellectual pursuits become engaged, effective 
Christian witness to our world.

So if B.T. came to campus, I would love to meet him 
and show him how we are living out our purpose 
— God’s purpose — at Roberts and Northeastern 
today. And I’d love to show you, because there are 
great things happening every day. We are making 
a difference in the lives of the students who pass 
through this campus!

Still living with Hope for generations to come,
 
Blessings,
Deana L. Porterfield

A  C A M P A I G N  F O R  R O B E R T S  W E S L E Y A N  C O L L E G E  
A N D  N O R T H E A S T E R N  S E M I N A R Y

As we celebrate the accomplishments of the past 150 years, we look to the future with hope. Join us in 
the Legacy 150 Capital Campaign to break ground for future generations and provide scholarships, 
endowments and exceptional educational experiences in the Crothers Science & Nursing Center and 
renovated Merlin G. Smith Science Center.

Give today at Legacy150.roberts.edu

FROM THE PRESIDENT

*B.T. Roberts, “Christian Schools,” p 135; as cited  
in Howard Snyder’s Populist Saints, p. 619
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A LIFE OF PURPOSE
A third of our lives will be spent working.  
Many of us have spent or will spend a great 
deal of time pondering “what to be when 
we grow up” … even when we’re all grown 
up. When work taps into your whole life 
purpose you know it – your life is full of 
joy, satisfaction and true fulfillment. Work 
is not just a career, it is a vocation. Vocation 
is described as one’s calling (or true nature); 
something that uses our talents, brings us 
great satisfaction, and really doesn’t actually 
feel like a job at all.  

Roberts cultivates and commissions a life 
of service and purpose, and in this issue we 
examine the arena of Nursing, Science and 
Healthcare (p 26) that leads to productive, 
fulfilling careers in engaged service to others.  
Just like registered nurse and informatics 
specialist Thomas Everetts ’15 (p 43) and 
Jane Shukitis ’78 (p 44), President and CEO 
of Visiting Nurse Service, who exemplify 
steward leadership and serving others. 

We look ahead to the grand opening of our 
new Crothers Science & Nursing Center 
(p  32) in September that will equip students 
for real-life, assimilated and transformational 
educational experience. The Crothers 
Science & Nursing Center, along with our 
new academic model (p 16), will provide 
more focused attention to our existing 
programs and cultivate a thriving Roberts 
community with innovative new programs. 

Roberts continues to move forward with 
innovative programs, transformational 
experience and engaged service as values 
that represent and lead to a purpose-filled 
life. Since all of us are made for thriving 
community, my hope is that each of our 
vocations becomes one of leadership in the 
world of serving others.

Kate Merz
Editor
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{ C A M P U S   T O D A Y }  at Roberts

A record 144 prospective students attended this year’s Accepted Students Day, an opportunity for 
students and parents to get one last look at Roberts before making a college decision. Waiting for 
these students when they arrived was a DJ with a bubble machine, a limo ride around campus, 
and many student volunteers who served guests hors d’oeuvres as people entered the Cultural 
Life Center. During the day, guests were able to hear from a variety of speakers, including several 
alumni who shared how a Roberts education has shaped their lives. In the evening, guests joined 
the student body to watch a stunning student-run performance called LIVE.   Watch the recap video 
on Roberts You Tube titled “Accepted Students Receive VIP Experience.” 

NEW BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEMBERS

ACCEPTED STUDENTS DAY

Each week, the Campus Closeup video series takes 
a closer look at the exciting happenings at Roberts 
Wesleyan College. In the spring semester, student 
service projects with Strikeout Ebola and Habitat for 
Humanity, hands-on learning opportunities through 
on-campus simulation labs, student-hosted field 
trips for area elementary schools, mock interviews, 
and final client proposal presentations for graduate 
students in the Strategic Marketing Program 
showcased the impressive accomplishments of 
Roberts students. 

One of the most exciting aspects to the series is the 
level of engagement from students, alumni, faculty 
and staff, and prospective students! From the time 
the series launched in January through the end 
of May, nearly 30,000 views and more than 2,500 
interactions saw viewers watching, liking, sharing, 
and clicking to learn more.

CAMPUS CLOSEUP

Holly M. Hillberg — Penn Yan, NY
Executive Leadership Consultant

 

Wesley R. Skinner, Jr. — Kirkville, NY
Manth-Brownell, Inc. — Chairman of the Board 
 

William J. (Duffy) Smith — Orchard Park, NY
Summer Street Capital Partners

ANNA WITTEMAN 
SYMPOSIUM

Ryan Scott Bomberger, Radiance Foundation
Co-Founder, Chief Creative Officer

Monday, September 21, 2015
Howard Stowe Roberts Cultural Life Center
 
Ryan Bomberger, Co-Founder and Chief 
Creative Officer of the Radiance Foundation.
www.theradiancefoundation.org

For more information contact: 
Laurie Cole, Chaplains office, 585.584.6830 
or Cole_Laurie@roberts.edu

This summer, discover how Roberts students 
learn Beyond R Classroom through study-abroad 
experiences, class trips, internships and more. 
Check for the latest episode each week on the 
College website and social media.

Campus Closeup videos can be viewed on 
the Roberts YouTube channel.

VISIT US!
Students who come to Roberts Wesleyan College choose  
more than a college. They choose an education with a purpose.

October 12, 2015 Preview Day
November 11, 2015 Preview Day

Register online at
www.roberts.edu/visit

THE BARNES SCIENCE AND FAITH 
SYMPOSIUM: IT’S ABOUT TIME

The Symposium titled, It’s About Time, held in April, explored the concept 
of time, featuring keynote speaker Dr. Adam Frank, Professor of Astrophysics 
at the University of Rochester, co-founder of National Public Radio’s 13.7: 
Cosmos and Culture blog, and commentator on All Things Considered. 

Dr. Frank argued that our understanding of time is culturally conditioned. 
He speculated that, as our social and scientific understanding of who we 
are changes, our grasp of time is bound to change, as well. His discussion 
included a presentation on the history of the scientific account of the creation 
of the universe, including his thoughts on the validity of some of the most 
recent theories on cosmology. 

Many of the faculty responses to Dr. Frank’s thesis considered the way our conception of time influenced 
our faith. In chapel, Assistant Professor of Theology Dr. Jeffrey McPherson talked about two different New 
Testament words for time: Kronos and Kairos. Both Greek words can be translated as time, but whereas 
Kronos refers to the quantity of time that passes away from moment to moment, Kairos is God’s time that 
reveals to us grace, fulfillment and opportunity.

Later that evening, faculty members Dr. David Basinger, Dr. Stanley Pelkey, Dr. Jeffrey McPherson and 
Dr. Michael Schillaci delivered a series of presentations that considered time from many different angles: 
philosophical conundrums, cultural attitudes, insights from physics and biblical worldview. Overall, 
the conference showed the importance and vastness of this topic, and how the understanding of time 
influences the actions of our lives.

The next Barnes Symposium will be held in November 2015 and will explore end-of-life issues. Dr. 
David Barnes, Professor Emeritus in Biology, and his wife, Avis, established the Barnes Science and Faith 
Symposium in 2010 to provide opportunities for the Roberts Wesleyan College and Northeastern Seminary 
communities to explore science and faith issues. 

Roberts Wesleyan College has been honored 
on the annual Great College to Work For® 
list, presented by The Chronicle of Higher 
Education. Now in its eighth year, Great 
College to Work For recognizes the colleges 
that get top ratings from their employees on 
workforce practices and policies. A total of 

86 colleges have been recognized on the list, out 
of the 281 participating institutions that applied. 
Employees from Roberts and Northeastern 
participated in the survey.

“The college was recognized in four categories, 
which is rare for a first time recipient,” said Ruth 
Logan, Vice President for Administration and 
Title IX Officer.  
• Collaborative Governance
• Confidence in Senior Leadership
• Facilities, Workspace & Security
• Supervisor/Department Chair Relationships 

“We are grateful to be honored and represented 
on this prestigious list,” said Deana L. Porterfield, 
president of Roberts and Northeastern. “As 
president, my goal is to create an environment 
where faculty and staff are part of a thriving 
community that inspires our best for students. 
Though we always have areas for improvement, 
this recognition acknowledges our hard work 

and commitment to developing a thriving 
community committed to educating our 
students.”

Competing against hundreds of institutions 
across the country, which included a two-
part assessment: an institutional audit and a 
survey administered to faculty, administrators 
and professional support staff. 

“The Chronicle’s Great Colleges to Work 
For program shows how the colleges and 
universities on the list are getting it right,” 
said Liz McMillen, editor of The Chronicle 
of Higher Education. “ The selection process 
is rigorous, and being named to the list is 
a tremendous accomplishment, but it also 
positions colleges and universities well to 
recruit the people who make them a success.” 

For more information, visit: chronicle.com/AW15.
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{ C A M P U S   T O D A Y }  at Roberts

NEW FACULTY/STAFF 
HIRES AND TRANSFERS

Elizabeth Stevens
Assistant Professor of Education

Matthew Zager
Coordinator of Graduate  
Student Accounts

Erin Etsler
Benefits Manager

Bob Segave
Director of Athletics

Doug Porterfield
Women’s Volleyball Coach

Scott Reber
Men’s Soccer Coach

Aaron Curtis  
Groundskeeper/Gardener

Deron Chapman  
Grounds Foreman

Brittany Catlin  
Interactive Graphic Designer

Cynthia Wilson 
Coordinator of Nursing Laboratory 
Technology, Assistant Professor  
of Nursing

Monika Robertston       
Budget and Risk Manager

Matthew Garrett  
Media Services Technician

Emily Koelle  
Resident Director

Jennifer Moffit   
Resident Director

Gary Andrews  
Head Women’s Basketball Coach

Keisha James  
Undergraduate Admissions Counselor

Sharon Conley  
Administrative Assistant for Athletics

Kristin Concordia
Head Women’s Lacrosse Coach

GOLFING FOR A CAUSE

The 32nd Annual Golf Tournament benefiting 
student scholarships took place on June 15 at 
Brook-Lea Country Club. Golfers had an amazing 
day on the links with friends. A total of 36 teams 
played a “scramble” format and made some great 
shots, and a few lucky shots, too!  Out of the 144 
players, 41 local companies were represented. 
This tournament typically raises over $100,000 for 
student scholarships due to the generous support 
of our sponsors and players. Learn more about 
student scholarships by visiting www.roberts.edu/ 
onlinegiving.

The Music of Difference Project came to campus 
for a two-day event April 13-14, 2015. Featuring 
Catherine Branch Lewis and Robert Bradshaw, 
the project transforms the classical concert into a 
venue for positive conversations about disability 
and difference. The cross-disciplinary event was 
sponsored by the Cultural Enrichment Committee 
and the BELL Program, and was co-sponsored by 
the Student Education Association and the ICARE 
Connections Club. 

Catherine and Robert engaged the campus 
community throughout multiple venues, including 
visiting several combined classes, participating in a 
lunch discussion with faculty and administration, 
and delivering an afternoon performance lecture. 

Additional highlights included a special chapel 
session with the message “Wholeness and Healing 
Redefined” delivered by the Rev. Barbara Isaman-
Bushart (M.Div.,  NES ’08). The culminating event 
was a seven person ensemble performance of “Music 
of Difference: At the Root of Identity.” The evening 
performance was presented in Shewan Recital Hall 
to a standing-room-only audience.   

“It was our privilege to welcome the Music of 
Difference Project to RWC,” Chief Academic 
Officer David Basinger said. “This transformative 
event provided multiple important opportunities 
for the campus community to consider a range of 
perspectives related to disability and difference.”

MUSIC OF DIFFERENCE AT ROBERTS

2014 WINTER COMENCEMENT
BY THE NUMBERS 

200  Students graduated

130 Bachelors degrees 

70  Masters degrees 

8% School of Liberal Arts & Sciences

88% School of Professional Studies 

4% General Education Council 

22% Online programs

2015 SPRING COMENCEMENT
BY THE NUMBERS 

459 Students graduated

308 Bachelors degrees

151 Masters degrees

91 School of Liberal Arts and Sciences

351 School of Professional Studies

3.7% General Education Council

41 Online programs

Winter keynote address can be viewed on  
the Roberts YouTube channel

Ann Costello, Director of  
the Golisano Foundation

Robert J. Duffy, President and CEO  
of Rochester Business Alliance

Spring keynote address can be viewed 
on the Roberts YouTube channel

Catherine Branch Lewis and Robert Bradshaw

VOLLER ATHLETIC CENTER RENOVATIONS

The Voller Athletic Center upgrade is designed to meet the needs of our entire student body, a quality NCAA 
Division II athletic program and the community members we serve. Major components of the project include 
a larger and more fully equipped aerobics room, an expanded weight-training room that meets the current 
trends in athletic training, a film room and expanded athletic office space. Community spaces and hallways 
will be redesigned and updated, giving a new look and feel to the entire facility. Upon entering from either level, 
visitors will know that they have entered a first-class facility. The renovations will be completed this summer.

Reggie and President Porterfield

WALK A MILE IN MY SHOES

This past academic year, an interprofessional 
student advisory board was developed on 
campus to help raise awareness and resources to 
assist in the work to combat domestic violence.  
Student officers come from criminal justice, 
teacher education, social work, and religion and 
philosophy. This student-led team is joining 
forces with Willow (formerly Alternatives for 
Battered Women) and will participate in the 
October 3 Walk a Mile in Her Shoes event.  Come 
join their team and join the revolution to stop 
domestic violence.

OCTOBER 3, 2015 at 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
WHERE: Ontario Beach Park
GOAL: Raise $30,000
REGISTER: www.willowcenterny.org/events

Conceptual Drawings

LEADERSHIP BREAKFAST: OCTOBER 19, 2015 — BOBBY GRUENEWALD 

Bobby Gruenewald (@
bobbygwald) was named 
one of the Most Creative 
People in 2011 by Fast 
Company.  Fast Company 
also named him one of the 
Most Creative People in 
Business 1000 in 2014. 

In November of 2014, Gruenewald had the 
opportunity to meet Pope Francis and met with 
other leaders at the Vatican to share with them the 
history of his YouVersion Bible app that received 
more than 100 million downloads in 2013.  

He is passionate about exploring new ideas 
and finding practical ways to leverage them 
for the global Church.

Gruenewald serves as Pastor, Innovation 
Leader at LifeChurch.tv and is the founder 
of the YouVersion Bible App that’s helping 
people make the Bible a part of their daily 
lives.YouVersion is a ministry of LifeChurch.
tv, a multi-site church based in Oklahoma. 
Meeting in 23 physical locations and globally 
online, the church is devoted to lead people 
around the world to become fully devoted 
followers of Christ. 

www.roberts.edu/LeadershipBreakfast
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John Shafer, Ed.D., Professor of Education — 17 years of service
Having served at Roberts Wesleyan College since 1998, happily working with undergraduate and 
graduate students seeking to become teachers, John Shafer will be remembered for his active engagement 
with his students in the classroom and unique activities that prepared his students to be interactive, 
knowledgeable and inspiring teachers. He brought a lifetime of professional experience to Roberts, after 
teaching in West Irondequoit Central School district for 12 years and Brighton Central School District 
for 24 years. At Roberts, he was a well-respected member of the Teacher Education division and was 
very active in numerous committees, such as the College’s tenure committee. John is a wonderful father 
to three successful children and is an active grandfather today. Upon retirement, you will find John and 
his wife traveling and spending time with family. 

Mike Faro, Athletic Director — 33 years of service
A 1973 Roberts Wesleyan College graduate with a degree in History, Faro received the Outstanding 
Athlete award and MVP honors his senior year in soccer, basketball and tennis. 

The Roberts Athletic Hall of Fame member began his career at Roberts in 1982, shortly after receiving 
his master’s degree in physical education from SUNY Brockport, where he also served as the men’s 
soccer coach and physical education teacher. Throughout the years at Roberts, Mike brought a steady 
hand and had a great appreciation and understanding for the institution. Through his calm approach to 
managing the coaching staff, interactions with his team, and constant encouraging spirit and Christian 
leadership, Mike was marked as a reliable coach and mentor, not only for the students’ athletic 
development, but for their development as individuals. He played an instrumental role in the process 
of transitioning Roberts Wesleyan College from an NAIA team to an NCAA team. 

Mike is an active member of his church, the summer soccer league of Chili, NY, and the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes in Rochester. Upon retirement, he will spend cherished times with his wife, Bev, 
whom he met at Roberts, and his four children and four grandchildren. 

Dr. Harold Hurley, Professor of English, Literature & Composition — 43 years of service
In 1972, Harold Hurley stepped foot on Roberts Wesleyan College campus for his first day. Nearly 43 
years later, he serves as Professor of English, Literature and Composition and has taught thousands 
of students in a number of classes, including Introduction to Literature, Survey of English Literature, 
American Literature and Special Topics in Literature. Students, faculty and staff appreciated his 
impressive scholarly output and his distinctive, witty humor. 

His specialty areas include Milton and Hemingway, currently researching in Hemingway, and he has 
contributed to a number of publications. 

Hurley received his Ph.D. and M.A. in English from the University of Toledo, along with his Bachelor 
of Science from Bloomsburg State College. The Roberts community will miss his teaching, scholarship 
and student mentoring. 

Charles (Charley) Canon, Director of Collection Services and College Archivist — 37 years of service
Charley has had “a family affair” at Roberts. He and his wife, Linda, and their two children are all 
Roberts alumni. In addition to family and church, Charley has three loves: athletics, history and the 
library (in this order). His low-key demeanor belies his love of athletics. As a college student, he was 
a fierce cross-country competitor and a member of Roberts’ 1966 #1 team in Nationals. As College 
archivist, he has made an understanding of the life of B.T. Roberts and the history of the Free Methodist 
Church an ever-fascinating avocation. Whether one seeks historic information about the campus, 
buildings, personnel, academic programs or local cemetery, he has been the go-to. 

Throughout Charley’s years at Roberts Wesleyan College, he has fulfilled his passion for books and 
resources in his on-campus home, the library. He will be remembered on campus greeting everyone 
with a smile and “at your service” specialty, providing salient insights regarding the educational merits 
during faculty and committee meetings. 

FACULTY AND STAFF RETIREMENTS

John Shafer

Mike Faro (4th from left)

Harold Hurley

Charles (Charley) Cannon  
(first row)

{ C A M P U S   T O D A Y }  at Roberts

Al Krober, M.S., Director of Library Services and Special Projects Librarian — 44 years of service
Thoughtful, gracious and intelligent, Al Krober has been known on campus as a “true treasure.” He 
served as Director of Library Services and Special Projects Librarian at Roberts for 44 years. When 
students asked him questions about library data — ranging from holdings, methods of calculating how 
funds were spent for materials, ways expenditures are reflective of departments and divisions, and 
more — he always had the answer. He helped students in a specific, clear, concise, informative manner. 
He had a stylistic flair and impeccable clarity through every encounter with students, faculty and staff.  
Al is a shining example to all of what a hard-working Christian faculty member librarian should be.  

Douglas Giebel, M.F.A., Professor of Art; Chair, Department of Visual Arts — 33 years of service
An influential, stabilizing tenure in the Art Department of Roberts Wesleyan College, Doug Giebel is a 
successful teacher, scholar of the visual arts and painter. He has taught drawing, painting and art history 
since 1982. He was trained in New York City as a figurative artist at The Art Students League, Pratt 
Institute and Queens College. Upon retirement, Doug will continue to paint landscapes with figures set 
primarily in Highland Park in Rochester. Community members will continue to see his paintings and 
drawings regularly in galleries in Albany and at college campuses across the country. Anyone who knows 
Doug knows that he fits into a world of poetry and myth as imagined, composed, created and painted by 
his Creator God, where he draws his strength, goodness, humbleness, compassion and wisdom. He is a 
good and gentle man, and the Roberts family will miss him on campus in the truest sense.

Dr. Paul Berry, Ph.D., Professor of Music — 51 years of service
In Paul’s 51 years at Roberts Wesleyan College, he has taught Voice, Music History, Introduction to 
Music Literature, First Year and Senior Seminar, and general education classes. He particularly enjoyed 
team teaching Introduction to the Arts with some of his colleagues. Paul grew up in the steel town 
of Granite City, IL, and worked in the steel mills as a young man. After meeting personal mentors 
along the way, he earned a Ph.D. in philosophy of higher education from the University at Buffalo. 
Students and faculty will remember Paul singing at Roberts. Even during tough times when he could 
not sing himself, he could help others hone their independence as musicians and thinkers. His proudest 
accomplishment as a vocal pedagogue was the year of lessons it took to help a tone-deaf student sing a 
verse of Amazing Grace in pitch so he could join in with the congregations where he hoped to serve as 
a pastor. Paul encouraged his students to find their own voices and articulate them clearly, yet always 
in conversation with their peers. His interests and knowledge in literature, art and music reveal a high 
level of sophistication and commitment to being a lifelong learner. 

Larry Crandall, Technical Assistant in Media Services — 15 years of service
Beginning his career at Roberts in 2000 in the Media Services department, Larry was seen when he 
fixed audio equipment or projectors in classrooms and running sound and video equipment at many 
meetings and seminars. His favorite spot was running the sound at graduations over the years. Larry 
handled nearly all of the flat-screen panels that display various PowerPoint messages on campus. He 
learned significant computer skills over the past 15 years and was able to give the Desktop Support 
department early warning on many classroom computers that were having issues. The family at Roberts 
Wesleyan College will miss his strong sense of humor, jokes and jovial personality. He always had a 
special story to tell, as he is a Navy veteran, served in the Vietnam War, and traveled often during his 
tenure with the Navy. 

George Moore, Buildings and Grounds HVAC and Plumbing Mechanic — 15 years of service
Whatever George Moore is asked to do, he makes sure it is done, regardless of the project. He has been 
reliable and faithful, and his commitment to God, family and his job are bar-none. George incorporates 
the gospel on every aspect of life. On campus at Roberts, he often talked about his family giving praise 
and prayer requests on a daily basis. He has been a strong ambassador at Roberts Wesleyan College and 
it is clear he was proud to work at the College.

Al Krober

Douglas Giebel (2nd from left)

Paul Berry

Larry Crandall (on right)

George Moore
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{ C A M P U S   T O D A Y }  at Roberts

Dr. Thomas Deever, Assistant Professor of Adult Education  — 13 years of service
Tom Deever joined Roberts Wesleyan College in December of 1999 as an adjunct professor. Over the past 
16 years, Deever has taken on a variety roles, most recently as Assistant Professor of Adult Education. 
He has a passion for helping students to the best of his ability, and has a fond love for astronomy. One of 
his students will always think of Deever when he looks into the night sky or gets a question right about 
astronomy on the game Trivia Crack. 

Prior to Roberts, Deever taught at SUNY Brockport and worked at Eastman Kodak, where he managed 
a department that provided custom instrumentation worldwide. He is an active member of the Fairport 
United Methodist Church and completed an outreach project to build a well, school room and cottage 
hospital in Nigeria. 

Terri Gorman, Coordinator of Student Teaching Teacher Education  — 11 years of service
Terri Gorman is retiring after 11 years of service as the Coordinator of Student Teaching at Roberts 
Wesleyan. She was the master in securing placements for every student teacher, matching each student’s 
specific certification and personal needs with an appropriate setting and a qualified “master teacher.” 
In her time at Roberts, she has served nearly 1,000 education students. Throughout her career, Gorman 
has been the contact for superintendents, principals and classroom teachers in public schools, charter 
schools and Christian schools in districts in and around Rochester and surrounding counties. 

She has been resolute in her commitment to preparing caring and effective teachers. She has been 
an important member of the team, working with students — confronting problems and celebrating 
accomplishments. She always took great pride in sharing the news whenever students got teaching 
jobs. The Roberts family will miss this proud, positive and faithful ambassador, representing the best of 
Roberts Wesleyan College in our community. We wish her the happiest chapter yet in life as she spends 
time enjoying her family and seven grandchildren, her garden and continued volunteer work at the Joy 
Community Church.

FACULTY AND STAFF RETIREMENTS, CONTINUED

Thomas Deever

Terri Gorman (5th from left)

Several awards are presented annually to Roberts Wesleyan College faculty and straff 
members for outstanding performance during the academic year. The following awards 
were presented during the 2015 Celebration of Excellence Chapel and the Faculty 
Celebration Luncheon.

The Barbara S. Muller Memorial Award for Teaching Excellence is presented annually 
to faculty members in recognition of effective teaching. This year’s recipients, from the 
School of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the School of Professional Studies, are:
• Professor Mark Concordia, Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice and Director of 

the Criminal Justice Administration Program, Department of Criminal Justice
• Dr. Andrew Koehl, Professor of Philosophy and Chair of the Department of Religion 

and Philosophy
• Professor Daphne Bruce, Assistant Professor of Business and Director of the 

Pathway Program
• Professor Dianne Kandt, Assistant Professor of Nursing, Department of Nursing
 
The Faculty Professional Activity Award, presented annually to a faculty member 
in recognition of outstanding professional accomplishments within her/his area of 
training or expertise and apart from normal classroom activity, committee and campus 
obligations, was awarded to Professor Constance M. Fee, Associate Professor of Vocal 
Performance, Department of Music and Performing Arts.

The Donald Mohnkern Academic Advisement Award, presented annually to a faculty 
member in recognition of excellence in the academic advisement of students, was 
awarded to Dr. Denise Johnson, Assistant Professor of Education and Director of the 
Undergraduate Teacher Education Program, Department of Teacher Education.

The Darlene E. McCown Faculty Service Award, presented annually to a faculty member 
for outstanding service to others and extraordinary caring as a member of the faculty, 
was awarded to Dr. Peter LaCelle, Professor of Biology, Department of Biological and 
Chemical Sciences.

The Ruth McIntyre Sittig and William K. Sittig Faculty Growth Award, an endowment 
established to recognize current and future significant research and professional activity 
for faculty in their pursuit of excellence, was awarded to Dr. Rodney Bassett, Professor of 
Psychology, Department of Psychology.

The Mary Eleanor “Mel” Anderson Outstanding Service Staff Award was presented to 
ITS Office Manager Ellyn Cornell, a dedicated, self-sacrificing servant who consistently 
goes the extra mile for students and colleagues, while being exemplary in her performance 
and actively serving in her church and community. The award is named in honor of Mary 
Eleanor Anderson, the first recipient of this award, who was a staff member for more 
than 27 years and demonstrated the attributes of an outstanding staff member through 
her service to students, colleagues and the community.  

The Staff Towel and Basin Award was given to Linda Alcorn for patiently and quietly 
demonstrating a steadfast focus on serving others in a spirit of humility, unity, caring and 
faithfulness to God, RWC and NES through her duties as Controller in the Accounting 
Department. Linda exhibits the characteristics that this award seeks to honor: a deep 
spirit of humility and consistency in serving, caring for and working with others.

FACULTY AND STAFF AWARDS

President Porterfield, Dr. Peter LaCelle

Dianne Kandt, Daphne Bruce, Andrew Koehl

Mel Anderson, Ellyn Cornell

Mark Concordia

REND COLLECTIVE
September 23, 2015 | 7:30 p.m.

THE ANNIE MOSES BAND 
November 29, 2015 | 7:00 p.m.

THE HIT MEN
April 9, 2016 | 7:30 p.m.

MARK SCHULTZ
October 18, 2015 | 7:00 p.m.

US NAVY CONCERT BAND
March 3, 2016 | 7:30 p.m.

CHRISTMAS GALA (Scholarship Event)
December 5-6, 2015 | 7:30 p.m./3:00 p.m.

 
Below are highlights of the upcoming Howard Stowe Roberts Cultural Life Center events. 
For a full schedule and tickets, visit www.roberts.edu/CLC or call 585.594.6008.

PERFORMING ARTS SERIES 2015 – 2016 
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Keri Barnett, Associate Professor of Psychology, spoke at two breakout sessions at the Faith Community 
Mental health Conference, hosted by Northeastern Seminary and Agape Counseling Associates. The 
conference provided pastors and lay leaders with training on mental health issues in the church. 
Barnett spoke about the power of listening in the context of ministry. 

Dr. David Basinger, Chief Academic Officer and Vice President for Academic Affairs, participated as a 
panelist in Move to Include at the Little Theatre in Rochester. The project is a partnership between WXXI 
and the Golisano Foundation, and the event included a special screening of two micro-documentaries 
about inclusive higher education: “Rethinking College” and “The Opportunity Project.” Basinger was 
part of a panel with Think College Institute Co-director Meg Grigal, Monroe Community College’s Cory 
Piels and Keuka College’s Robert Lonnie. Their discussion focused on how access to higher education 
affects campus communities and students with intellectual disabilities.

Dr. Rod Bassett, Department of Psychology, presented in April at the international conference of the 
Christian Association for Psychological Studies in Denver,  Colorado.  His poster, “Is Religious Legalism 
Just Worldliness Playing Dress-up as Religiosity?” was co-authored by graduate Psychology students  
Dan Cathron, Danielle Gibson, Ashley Cooper, Danielle O’Neill, Steven DiBenedetto and Judie Murphy.

Professor David Chin, Director of Choral Activities, traveled to Toronto in May to conduct Handel’s 
Messiah Sing. He also spent the last two weeks of May in Hong Kong, where he served as artistic 
director of 2015 Hong Kong Bach Sacred Music Festival and conducted two concerts. In June, he 
conducted an all-Handel program concert and spoke/conducted at the East Malaysia Bach Cantata 
Lecture Concert Tour in four major cities. In August, he will conduct the premier performance of Bach’s 
St. John Passion in Malaysia and teach at multiple conducting and choral workshops in Asia before 
returning to Roberts. 

Mark Concordia, Criminal Justice Department, was interviewed by News10NBC and quoted in a WXXI article 
as a counterterrorism expert commenting on terrorist attacks in Paris. In February, he provided Understanding 
the Terrorist Threat training for police recruits through the Monroe County Public Safety Training Center. 
Concordia joined a panel of Rochester experts on WXXI’s News Connections in March to discuss the 
Department of Justice’s report on policing and court practices in Ferguson, MO.

Sarah Culhane, Assistant Clinical Professor of Nursing, attended a Caring for Elders conference, 
sponsored by Highland Hospital, University of Rochester Division of Geriatrics & Aging, and the Finger 
Lakes Geriatric Education Center. The conference is designed for professionals who provide care to 
elders — including nurses, social workers, rehabilitation therapists, patient care technicians, nursing 
assistants, students — and others interested in the health of elders. Culhane obtained certification from 
the National League of Nursing as a Nurse Educator after completing clinical nursing practice hours 
and faculty teaching requirements, and passing the certification exam. 

Assistant Professor of Nursing Patricia Myers and Associate Professor and Chair of Nursing Cheryl 
Crotser conducted a qualitative study to learn how recent Roberts Wesleyan baccalaureate graduates 
perceive cultural sensitivity and humility in the nursing program. Myers presented the results at the 
St. Anselm Annual Nurse Educators Conference. The narratives revealed that development of cultural 
sensitivity is a process that unfolds over time and is facilitated by experiential learning, classroom 
discussions and opportunities to interact with students of varying cultures through randomly assigned 
group work. Students also need faculty to create a safe learning environment that helps develop 
personal and interpersonal insight into identification and management of a mutual understanding of 
cultural sensitivity and humility.  

Lori M. Sousa, LCSW, Department of Social Work, was the keynote speaker at the Monroe County 
Republican Women Dinner. She spoke about poverty and the U.S. economic system. Sousa also was 
awarded the Council for Christian Colleges & Universities Writers Sabbatical on Lake Michigan for 
the spring 2016 semester. While there, she will work on her dissertation research into the role of 
spirituality and religion in social policy practice. 

Paul Stevenson, Psychology Department, successfully defended his dissertation, “The Effect of 
Endogenous Oxytocin on Attachment to Inanimate Objects.”  Stevenson will receive his Ph.D. in health 
psychology from Northcentral University. 

{ C A M P U S   T O D A Y }  at Roberts

FACULTY NEWS

Keri Barnett

Dr. David Basinger

Dr. Rod Bassett

David Chin

Cheryl Crotser

Mark Concordia

Sarah Culhane

Patricia Myers

Lori M. Sousa

Paul Stevenson

#ROBERTSROOFTOPS
President Porterfield takes Roberts students to the rooftops of campus on an Instragram photo tour.
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A New Academic Model at Roberts

Before 2011, the academic organizational 
structure for the College was 11 Divisions 
under the leadership of the Academic Dean 
and Provost.  In 2011, the College moved to 
a two-school, 15-department organizational 
model, with the two school deans and 
Provost forming the leadership team. 

In the fall of 2014, President Porterfield asked 
the Deans Council (Chief Academic Officer 
David Basinger and Deans Stan Pelkey and 
Sharon Harris-Ewing) to review the current 
two-school model.  

An Academic Structure Review Team, 
comprising the CAO, deans and 
representatives from each school, developed 
a review plan that included significant 
faculty and staff input at various stages in 
the process. In January, the review team 
submitted its recommendations to the 
President, who, after considering all the 
data and engaging in dialog with the team, 
announced that the College would be moving 
to a new five-school model on July 1, 2015. 
Soon after, the President and CAO, after 
consultation with the faculty of the five 
schools, appointed the deans who will give 
initial leadership to each.

DR. DAVID BASINGER
Vice President for Academic Affairs and Chief Academic Officer
Roberts Wesleyan saw many changes over the past year, all moving the College toward its strategic goals of 
stabilizing enrollment and building a thriving community. To that end, Dr. David Basinger has been named 
Vice President for Academic Affairs and Chief Academic Officer. 

Basinger has served Roberts for 36 years through strong leadership in advancing the institution and 
willingly agreed to step into the role on an interim basis during Roberts’ recent leadership transition. This 
year, specifically, he led the College through an academic structure review and new program development, 
and helped bring clarity of process in reaching the academic goals of the strategic plan, adeptly keeping 
Roberts moving forward amid multiple significant changes. 

President Dr. Deana L. Porterfield cited the need for stability in academic leadership when announcing 
Basinger’s appointment on a three-year contract. The move, she said, will help facilitate the needed 
adjustments into the College’s new five-school model and academic structure. It also provides 
administrative leadership continuity during and after two recent searches for a chief financial officer and 
vice president for enrollment management. 

DR. SCOTT CATON
School of Arts and Humanities
Dr. Scott Caton is a Roberts Wesleyan College undergraduate alum and has served the college for 25 years. 
Caton received his M.A.R. from the Westminster Theological Seminary and a Ph.D. in history from the 
University of Rochester. On campus, Caton specializes in American cultural, religious and intellectual history, 
church history, Puritanism, and Tudor and Stuart England. He teaches Western Civilization, American Studies, 
Christianity in America and G.K. Chesterton. 

DR. CHERYL CROTSER
School of Nursing  
As Associate Professor of Nursing, Director of the graduate Nursing program and Chairperson of the Department 
of Nursing, Dr. Cheryl Crotser joined the Roberts Wesleyan team in the spring of 2007. Her areas of expertise 
include nursing administration, nursing staff development, and the maternal, women’s health and psychosocial 
aspects of hereditary cancer syndromes and nursing and spiritual care. She is heavily involved with local 
organizations, serving as a member of the Finger Lakes Research Alliance, American Organization of Nurse 
Executives, Oncology Nurses Society and Sigma Theta Tau International, Tau Xi Chapter. 

DR. JULIE GRIMM
School of Natural and Social Sciences 
Dr. Julie Grimm is a Roberts Wesleyan undergraduate alum and became a full-time regular faculty member 
in the fall of 1999. She has held several positions on campus, serving as Professor of Psychology, Chair of the 
Division of Social Sciences from 2005-2012, and Chair of the Department of Psychology since fall of 2012. The 
licensed psychologist is currently Director of Undergraduate Psychology Program and Chair of Faculty Senate. 
Grimm served as the transitional Dean to the School of Liberal Arts and Sciences from May 2011 to June 2012 
during the College’s transition to the two-school model. 

DR. STEVEN BOVEE 
School of Business
Dr. Steven Bovee joined Roberts Wesleyan in the fall of 1997. He has served as Chair of the Division and 
Department of Business since 1998. Bovee earned his Ph.D. in economics from Oklahoma State University and 
a B.S. in accounting and M.B.A. from Oral Roberts University, where he was also on the faculty prior to coming 
to Roberts Wesleyan. He previously served Roberts Wesleyan College as Director of the Master of Science 
in Strategic Leadership and Undergraduate Business programs and as Coordinator of Academic Program 
Development, assisting the college with the startup of 18 new academic programs. 

DR. DAVID SKIFF
School of Social Work and Education
Dr. David Skiff received his bachelor’s degree from Roberts Wesleyan College, followed by an M.Div. from 
Asbury Theological Seminary, LMSW from University of Kentucky and Ph.D. from the University of Rochester. 
He joined Roberts Wesleyan in the fall of 1996. He serves as Professor of Social Work and has served as Chair 
of the Department of Social Work since 2010. He currently is the Director of the BSW program. Skiff’s areas of 
focus are marriage and the family, and intimate partner violence. 

Skiff is involved with the North American Association of Christians in Social Working, Baccalaureate Program 
Directors, Phi Alpha Honor Society, and the National Association of Deans and Directors

Meet the Deans

{ C A M P U S   T O D A Y }  at Roberts

I am deeply impressed with the 
leadership and scholarship of the 
new deans, as well as their vision 
and ability for implementing the 
goals of our strategic plan.  

– President Deana L. Porterfield
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{Best Chrisitan Colleges in the U.S.} Ranked 45th

{The Princeton Review} Best Colleges in the Northeast 2015

{Best Value Christian Colleges & Universities} Ranked 32nd

{Best Universities Master’s North}

{U.S. News and World Report Best Colleges North} Top 100

{50 Best Christian Colleges for Theological Degrees}

{Best Online Colleges in New York for 2015} Ranked 6th

{2015 Best Christian Colleges & Universities} Ranked 33rd

{The 20 Best Online Master in Nursing Administration Degree Programs} Ranked 16th

{Top 25 Christian Colleges for a Social Work Degree Program 2015} Ranked 9th

{50 Most Beautiful Christian Colleges in the U.S.}

{“Best Colleges for your Money” by Money Magazine} Ranked 49th

VISUAL ARTS AND MEDIA PROGRAM
As digital technologies in the classroom have become an essential part of the curriculum, the Visual Arts 
Department has embraced the joys and challenges they bring!

In this period of transition, new digital media are increasingly important to the interests and needs of 
the art student, and our curriculum is also changing. This transition and its natural cross-curricular 
connections are reaffirming the integrative nature of the visual arts. Our artistic creativity grows out of 
a relationship with the great Creator and King of Creation, who has made all things beautiful. As we 
integrate our Christian faith and our artistic creativity, we foster fresh connections with other areas of 
human learning and experience. 

The department’s curriculum emphasizes a balance between the traditional studio art classes, which 
teach us how to see and organize visual material, and the new digital media, which explore innovative 
application of these visual tools to a variety of platforms. Furthermore, we are finding new opportunities 
of collaboration between our Digital Media Art and Graphic Design programs and the Communication, 
Business, Psychology, Education and Criminal Justice programs. Working together provides students with 
opportunities for fresh discovery in a variety of disciplines, media and formats. 

R.N. TO B.S. PROGRAM
The R.N. to B.S. curriculum at Roberts is built on a broad base of liberal arts and professional 
knowledge. It offers a unique alternative to the traditional method of pursuing a college education, and 
an opportunity for students to gain college credit through life and work experience. 

The program is designed for the working registered nurse and integrates the three components of the 
program: theory, practice and research. 

Focused on whole-person-centered care, the students have the opportunity to practice high-fidelity 
simulation on a patient experiencing a hospital admission for diabetes and multiple co-morbidities. 
This experience helps the student identify physical concerns with the patient and includes a cultural 
and spiritual experience with the patient and family. 

Demographics of the nurse entering the R.N. to B.S. completion program:
• Ages 22-62
• Nurses are working in home health settings, acute care facilities, long-term-care  

facilities, school nursing, insurance companies, flight nursing 
• 6 percent of enrollment and graduates are male
• 965 R.N. to B.S. students since the start in 1996 

The R.N. to B.S. curriculum is continuously under revision, as healthcare trends continue to change, 
and it maintains a strong commitment to the College mission by providing opportunities in each course 
for academic scholarship, spiritual formation and service to the surrounding communities we serve. 
Roberts students are employed while in the program and are able to use their places of employment to 
“try out” their newly learned concepts.

The Roberts Wesleyan College 15-month R.N. to B.S. completion program remains the only college 
in the western New York region offering a complete, comprehensive program for the A.A.S.-prepared 
working nurse.

Program Highlights
Top 5 Enactus  
Highlights This Year
Exciting. Successful. Liberating. These are just three words that describe the year the College’s Enactus program 
had. 2014-2015 was filled with dedication, hard work and responsibility. The team’s community outreach for 
the school year included initiatives aimed at helping autistic children and preventing sex trafficking. 

Top 5 highlights for this year include:
1. Roberts Wesleyan’s Enactus team was awarded scholarship money and invited to be the featured 

college team at the NYC Enactus Partner Summit March 2-3 in New York City. Roberts was the 
only college invited to present, serving as the finale to the opening-night program. The summit was 
attended by top U.S. Enactus students and 75 global business leaders from Fortune 500 companies 
who are key partners with the Enactus worldwide organization. This incredible opportunity allowed 
Roberts’ students to network with these top executives and students, forming important relationships 
for team development and future employment.

2. The team recruited 69 active members from 26 diverse academic majors across campus.
3. The team completed seven sustainable outreach projects impacting more than 1,000 people in the 

Rochester community and invested 2,955 hours in these local projects.
4. Enactus established relationships with four new community partners: Stepping Stones Learning 

Center, Angels of Mercy, The Champion Academy and Nathaniel Rochester Elementary School.
5. As the first runner-up in the quarter-final round at the National Enactus Expo in St. Louis in April, 

Enactus was also honored with the Spirit of Enactus award for “demonstrating strong commitment to 
bettering the lives of others and for doing so with the utmost passion and enthusiasm.” 

Dear Enactus,

The team’s ability to find meaningful 
and effective ways to impact pressing 
needs in the local community and 
abroad is inspiring. I am continually 
impressed to see your dedication to 
serving others while also juggling full-
time course work, part-time jobs and 
personal relationships.
 
I think most people consider the college 
years a self-centered stage of life. For 
our Roberts Enactus students, the 
opposite is true. It is during your time 
at Roberts that you discover a passion 
for improving the lives of others, and 
it shapes both your world view and 
your life’s work.

I’m pretty sure I have the best job on 
campus. I come to work each day 
excited to see how you will impress 
me next. You are constantly growing 
and exceeding your own expectations. 
It’s an honor to be a part of your 
transformation.

Sincerely,
Carrie Starr
Enactus Advisor

{ C A M P U S   T O D A Y }  at Roberts
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{ C A M P U S   T O D A Y }  at Northeastern

CONFERENCE ON MINISTRY SERIES HOSTS  
DR. CONSTANCE CHERRY

Northeastern Seminary’s first Conference on Ministry Series event of 2015 featured Dr. Constance Cherry, author of The 
Worship Architect, on February 9 in Shewan Recital Hall. This one-day conference, Real Worship: The Presence of Christ Among 
Us, encouraged pastors, worship teams and church lay leaders to expand their understanding of worship and rediscover 
expressions of Christ’s presence in the worshiping community. Cherry led three plenary sessions on presence, response and 
participation in worship, along with presenting as guest speaker at Roberts’ Community Chapel service. 

SAVE THE DATE: MCCOWN SYMPOSIUM

October 5, 2015
 
In a focus on biblical studies, Steve Delamarter and Beth Habecker team up as featured speakers on the following themes: 

• What to do when God’s Book of Creation Seems to Blindside God’s Book of Scripture
• True Prophets and Their Love for Creation Theology
• Research as Worship — Regenerating Nerves In the Heart
• Saving Ancient Ethiopian Manuscripts

Delamarter, professor of Old Testament at George Fox Evangelical Seminary, has an interest in the integration of science and faith and teaches a course 
on Cosmology and Spiritual Formation. He and his wife, Beth Habecker, a neuroscientist at Oregon Health and Sciences University, give presentations on 
DNA and the Place of Humans in the Created Order.

B.T. ROBERTS SYMPOSIUM ON THE CHURCH, JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY

Shayne Moore Leads Northeastern Seminary Community in a Call to Action

The B.T. Roberts Symposium on the Church, Justice and Community is a bi-annual, student-organized event sponsored by 
Dr. Norman and Nancy Wetterau and family. The inaugural symposium, A Call to Freedom: Community Responses to Human 
Trafficking, was held on March 25, featuring keynote speaker Shayne Moore, an activist and author of Soccer Mom: Changing the 
World is Easier than You Think and Refuse to Do Nothing. The full symposium schedule included a community panel discussion 
and graduate research presentations on the subjects of local and state policy, risk and protection factors, and community resources. 
Attendees from across the Rochester community were engaged in a framing of the issue of human trafficking at the local, national 
and global level, and were encouraged to formulate a response that fosters awareness and action.

MASTERS PROGRAMS THAT SAVE TIME AND MONEY

All of the masters degrees offered at Northeastern Seminary — Master of Divinity, Master of Arts in Theological Studies, Master of Arts in Transformational 
Leadership, and Master of Arts in Theology and Social Justice — have been approved for a fully distance-learning model. Northeastern is one of 11 
seminaries in the Association for Theological Schools to receive this approval. Once the curricular design is complete, students will be able to access their 
entire theological education in hubs across New York State — Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse and Albany. 

In a separate academic venture, Northeastern Seminary and Roberts Wesleyan College have created a 3/3 B.A. to M.DIV. program, in which students can 
earn a Bachelor of Arts through the College’s Religion Department and a Master of Divinity through the Seminary in just six years. Pending approval by 
accrediting bodies, the program’s launch initiatives are slated for 2015-16.

Thirty-eight graduates celebrated their completed course of study on May 17 at the Northeastern 
Seminary Commencement Ceremony. President Dr. Deana L. Porterfield gave the address, and graduates 
Dianna Henderson and Deral Givens provided special music and student reflections, respectively. 

The Seminary’s graduating class included one Doctor of Ministry recipient, 30 master’s degree 
recipients from four programs, two certificates of advanced pastoral studies — who completed post-
graduate coursework in ministry studies — and three Certificate in Christian Ministry recipients from 
the Seminary’s Center for Theological Studies, a program offering courses in Spanish and English. 
Joining the ranks of 370 Northeastern alumni, many of the graduates are either ordained or seeking 
ordination in their respective traditions, including Missionary Baptist, Methodist, Assemblies of 
God, Presbyterian, Greek Orthodox, Mennonite, Church of God in Christ, Wesleyan, Roman Catholic, 
Charismatic Episcopal and non-denominational. 

A majority of this year’s graduates reside in the Greater Rochester region, with others hailing from 
the Buffalo, Syracuse and Southern Tier regions of New York State. They serve in pastoral ministry, 
chaplaincy, prison ministry, professorships, social work, hospice care and children’s ministry.

NORTHEASTERN SEMINARY’S 15TH COMMENCEMENT

POWER, INEQUALITY AND RECONCILIATION IN THE CHURCH

On June 16, the Northeastern Seminary Conference on Ministry series hosted Dr. Christena Cleveland, a social psychologist, 
author, speaker and professor who led attendees in an exploration of the complex issues of power and inequality in the 
church. Leaders from the faith community attended as Cleveland addressed the social/structural inequalities and how our 
congregations, organizations and communities can overcome these inequalities for everyone to enjoy an equal seat and voice 
at the table. This conference was held on campus in Shewan Recital Hall. 
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{ C A M P U S   T O D A Y }  at Northeastern

JOSEF SYKORA BRINGS LEADERSHIP TO  
DOCTOR OF MINISTRY PROGRAM

Northeastern Seminary is pleased to announce the appointment of Josef Sykora as Director of the 
Doctor of Ministry Program and Assistant Professor of Biblical Interpretation. 

Sykora has a 15-year involvement in multiple areas of theological education — responsible for 
theological training in a student ministry in the Czech Republic, as president of the Theta Phi chapter 
at Asbury Theological Seminary, and as part of the team in Slovakia and the Czech Republic involved 
in developing a platform for a fruitful discussion of relevant theological issues. His hallmark is 
initiating and organizing theological training and conferences, and mentoring.

Drawing from his experience as pastor of a large Protestant city church in Slovakia and his Ph.D. 
research at Durham University in the department of theology and religion, he will assume his 
responsibilities as director in October 2015. In this half-time position, he will provide administrative 
leadership to all aspects of the program, including oversight to the dissertation process, teaching and/
or overseeing research and methodology courses, advising students and training faculty. Of his new 
role, he said: “I am highly interested both in fostering thoughtful and creative theological education 
for the sake of the church and in anchoring academic studies in deeply ecumenical and spiritually 
fresh church tradition.” 

Sykora’s other degrees include masters in biblical studies and theological studies from Asbury 
Theological Seminary, a diploma in Christian Studies from Schloss Mittersill Study Centre (Mittersill, 
Austria), and a master’s in law from Masaryk University (Brno, Czech Republic).

With a passion “to educate students in the proper 
interpretation and application of biblical texts 
for the sake of living exemplary lives in service 
to God,”  Esau McCaulley joins the Northeastern 
Seminary faculty as Assistant Professor of New 
Testament and early Christianity. He joins the 
faculty on a part-time basis for 2015-16, teaching 
Scriptural Foundations of Ministry in the Doctor 
of Ministry program, and will assume a full-time 
role in 2016-17. 

What is the value of seminary education as 
preparation for ministry?
I decided to attend seminary when I realized that 
rhetorical ability alone did not equal sharing the 
word of God faithfully. I wanted to know how to 
engage the scriptures in their original languages. 

Since seminary, I have tried to read biblical texts 
carefully, with attention to the original languages. 
This has enabled me turn to commentaries as a 
conversation partner, not in search of ideas. This 
careful reading has also informed my pastoral 
practices. I want to pass that joy of personal 
discovery on to my students.

Some wrongly assume that poorer communities do 
not need exegesis or that proper application of the 
Bible is for the wealthy. But God’s word is for all his 
people and should be interpreted and applied in all 
contexts. So for me, seminary education is a social 
justice issue. To minister in difficult settings, one 
needs to be more equipped, not less. 

How do you ensure that course content connects 
to students’ ministry contexts?
Growing up in the Baptist tradition, ministry 
started at age 18. I have served as youth leader, 
college minister, in prison ministry and as pastor. 
I served churches in the United States, Japan 
and Scotland, and have ministered in black, 
white and multi-ethnic churches. I have always 
approached biblical material with an eye to its 
practical import. Serving local churches forced 
me to integrate theological education with 
pastoral questions.

Today, we have well-informed laity asking 
sophisticated questions. The academic questions 
we ponder are questions posed by congregations. 

The academy serves the church — academics 
flow out of pastoral praxis — and so together 
students and faculty come up with questions and 
applications.

You said “I wish to assist in making Christian 
higher education a more attractive option for 
minorities.” How might you do this?
I do not think anyone can do this alone. 
Reconciliation comes, in part, from an ethos 
of welcome and respect. NES already has this, 
and I am looking forward to joining the team. 
Nonetheless, it is important for students to know 
that there are people who know what it is like 
to minister in their contexts. All teaching draws 
from the personal experience and the narrative 
world of the educator. While experience does 
not trump God’s word, it is important to have a 
variety of voices. This is not only important for 
minorities, but majority students, as well. I want 
to help all students learn to truly understand and 
listen to one another. The racial strife that divides 
our nation has or will come to our communities. 
NES has the opportunity to be a unique place 
where pastors and laity develop the relationships 
across racial lines that manifest the unity we 
have in the gospel of Jesus.

Ph.D.: New Testament (cand.), University of St. 
Andrews | S.T.M.: New Testament Nashotah 
House Theological Seminary | M.DIV., Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary

ESAU MCCAULLEY JOINS FACULTY

LEGACY 150 UPDATE

The Legacy 150 Campaign continues 
to see encouraging progress.   To date, 
$38.5 million of our $42 million goal has 
been raised through gifts and pledges. 
On the Seminary side of the campaign, 
we rejoice that both of our goals have 
been exceeded with more than a year 
and a half left in the campaign. Through 
the generosity of donors, the Seminary 
has raised $1.5 million for the annual 
fund ($1 million goal) and $4.1 million 
for the endowment ($2.5 million goal). 
Many thanks to everyone who has 
participated.

24 HOURS OF GIVING YIELDS MORE THAN $20,000  
FOR STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

In April, 72 students, graduates, employees, leaders and friends of Northeastern Seminary participated in 
the Seminary’s first one-day-of-giving event, which raised $20,905 for scholarships. Gifts ranging from $10 
to $5,000 came in over the 24-hour period in response to a series of video and email announcements and 
updates throughout the day. The $10,000 goal was exceeded just 12 hours into the event. With 98 percent 
of Northeastern students receiving scholarships, this new initiative will make preparing for ministry more 
affordable by reducing students’ debt load as they go out and serve. 

Capturing the sentiments of the Seminary community, Vice President Doug Cullum shared: “We are 
grateful for the generosity  of all who caught the vision of the day and provided such tangible support to 
our students. This is such a great way to express one of Northeastern Seminary’s central aspirations — to 
be faithfully responsive.”

at Roberts Wesleyan College

ORTHEASTERNNTHANK YOU
for joining us in our first one day of giving! Your generosity has  

helped give the gift of a Northeastern education to deserving students.
{ {

NORTHEASTERN SEMINARY RECEIVES $600,000 PLEDGE 

Northeastern has received a $600,000 pledge from an anonymous donor to support the endowment, as well as current needs. The donation will also be used for 
strengthening the seminary’s programs in servant leadership, generous giving and healing prayer. These important emphases address critical needs for ministry 
today and will help the seminary fulfill its mission of preparing Christ-centered men and women for faithful, effective ministry to the church and the world.

“We are deeply grateful for this generous gift from an incredibly supportive friend of the Seminary,” President Dr. Deana L. Porterfield said. “It reflects a shared 
desire and intention to shape spiritually mature, service-oriented Christian leaders. The Seminary will now be better enabled to expand its programs and further 
enrich the minds and souls of our students.”

The Legacy 150 campaign was launched in May 2014, and this donation is the largest designated for the seminary to date. Northeastern has exceeded both the 
endowment goal of $2.5 million and the $1 million scholarship goal. An updated listing of the campaign’s overall progress is available at legacy150.roberts.edu.

STUDENT NEWS

Stephen Emanuele (M.Div.) is celebrating a 
new role with Quality Liquid Feeds as a senior 
scientist.
 
Noah Grant (MATL C29) was named director of 
ministry at Elim Bible Institute and College. In 
this role, he works with students on experiential 
learning in real ministry settings. He also serves as 
resident life director at the college.

Jae Newman (MAT C30) published his first book 
of poems, Collage of Seoul, through Cascade 
Books. The book traces Jae’s spiritual journey 
through a mix of narrative and lyric poetry. Visit 
Wipf and Stock publishers to read reviews and 
excerpts: wipfandstock.com/collage-of-seoul. Jae 
also was the guest lecturer for Roberts Wesleyan 

College’s Cultural Enrichment Series April 8 in the 
Smith Science Center Auditorium. In the theme of 
National Poetry Month, Jae read select poems from 
his book and other works. 
 
David Phillips (MATL C34) had the first book 
in a series published in November 2014. Titled 
Gliserwood, the fairy-world story is for young 
readers beginning their journey into books, for 
parents who read to their children at bedtime, 
and for adults looking for something lighter. It’s 
available at barnesandnoble.com.

Chris “Cord” Sullivan (MAT C25) has been 
provisionally appointed on staff with InterVarsity 
Christian Fellowship’s Graduate and Faculty 
Ministries at the University at Buffalo. Through 

witnessing and prayer, Cord hopes to renew the 
next generation of leaders, build alliances, develop 
communities that seek Christ and give students 
access to the gospel.

Kyle Sullivan (MAT) has accepted a new position 
with Six Month Smiles in customer experience and 
inbound marketing while continuing his work as a 
resident advisor at Roberts Wesleyan College and 
facilities manager at The Father’s House in Chili, NY. 

Marlowe Washington (D.Min. C9) was published 
as a guest essayist for the Democrat and Chronicle 
on December 7, 2014. His essay, “Protests Must 
Make Sense,” focused on the importance of 
protests and the need for sustained action that can 
promote lasting beneficial change.
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{ C A M P U S   T O D A Y }  at Northeastern

FACULTY AND STAFF NEWS

Former Assistant Dean Brian Babcock taught 
a New Testament survey course for the Requip 
Institute in Orlando, FL. The course was designed 
to equip students with the ministry skills 
necessary for the marketplace, pastoring or for 
Free Methodist ordination requirements. 

Doug Bullock, a member of the Seminary’s 
Syracuse Advisory Council and pastor of Eastern 
Hills Bible Church, led his church in raising 
$143,000 as a gift for the Rescue Mission in 
Syracuse, NY. The money contributed to the 
purchase and renovation of a four-unit apartment 
building that will be used to house people who 
were formerly homeless..

Professor of Theology and Social Ethics Doug 
Cullum presented “… Deliver Us From Evil” in 
March as the final piece of Roberts’ Chapel Series, 
which focused on the Lord’s Prayer. He also led 
a two-part series, “Same-Sex Relationships: An 
Exploration of the Range of Christian Positions 
and How to Talk About Them,” at Pearce Church 
in North Chili, NY. In January, he was invited back 
to Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, CA, 
to consult for the Arthur Vining Davis Working 
Group: Interfaith Dialogue in Theological Schools. 
He joined a select group of nine seminary leaders 
from across the country to envision and shape 
the framework of American theological education 
through a diverse spectrum of traditions. The 
long-term outcomes of the annual gathering 
include developing resources and collaborative 
initiatives between Evangelical seminaries for 
interfaith education. 

Associate Professor of Theology and Social Ethics 
Elizabeth Gerhardt presented “… Forgive us Our 
Debts” in March as part of Roberts’ Chapel Series, 
which focused on the Lord’s Prayer. She also 
presented “Church Responses to Violence Against 
Women and Girls” at Pearce Church in North Chili, 
NY, and was interviewed on WFSK-FM about her 
book, “The Cross and Gendercide,” during the 
station’s “What’s the 411?” segment. Gerhardt’s 

book explores gendercide, drawing from Luther’s 
“theology of the cross,” and highlights the work 
of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. It explains how the church 
must speak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves.  Gerhardt also visited Fredonia, NY, 
in February as a guest speaker at the Freedom 
Conference, dedicated to awareness of and 
the fight against modern-day slavery. Krystena 
Nightingale (M.Div. C28) was one of the event’s 
planners.
 
Dr. Kenneth Q. James, adjunct professor for the 
expository preaching course, celebrated his 10-
year anniversary as pastor at Memorial AME 
Zion Church in May. In a weeklong celebration of 
preaching and worship, guest speakers included 
alumni Bishop T. Anthony Bronner (D.Min. ’14) 
and bishops from across the country. The week 
closed with a 10th Anniversary Gala Celebration.  

Associate Professor of Spiritual Formation Rebecca 
Letterman presented “… Thy Kingdom Come” in 
March as part of Roberts’ Chapel Series, which 
focused on the Lord’s Prayer. She also recently 
spoke about “Women in Genesis”— a presentation 
of scripture, poetry and imagery — and led a 
daylong retreat, “Discerning the Presence of God 
in Everyday Life,” with the Presbyterian Women’s 
Group at Bethany Church in Greece, NY. In 
February, she led an all-day retreat, “Preparing for 
Your Personal Lent — Attentiveness to the Life 
of God” — at the Mercy Spirituality Center. The 
retreat was a day of reflection, scripture study and 
communal prayer focused on the theme “Repent, 
and Believe the Good News.” Letterman also spoke 
to nurses from several Rochester-area hospitals last 
October as part of a presentation for the Genesee 
Valley Oncology Nursing Association. She also 
led a three-night series in April at Pearce Church 
on “Growing Deeper in Our Spiritual Journey: 
Exploring Spiritual Practices.” She continues to 
serve the Body of Christ with her knowledge and 
gifts, and led a half-day conference on “Exploring 
Prayer” at Browncroft Community Church. 

Professor of Biblical Worldview and Exegesis J. 
Richard Middleton presented his paper, “Is God 
Fickle? The Theological Significance of Interpretive 
Conundrums in YHWH’s Judgment on the Eldie 
Priesthood,” in November for the Biblical Ethics 
Consultation, Society of Biblical Literature in San 
Diego, Calif. In his abstract, Middleton said the 
paper “will read the oracle against the Elide line 
and the account of Samuel’s rise as a coherent 
narrative that articulates a profound discernment 
of the relationship of YHWH’s justice and mercy 
at the time of Israel’s momentous transition to the 
monarchy.” In January, Middleton took part in an 
online interview, “Creation, Violence and the God of 
the Old Testament.” He was accompanied by Matt 
Lynch, dean of studies at Westminster Theological 
Center in the UK, and William Brown, professor of 
Old Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary. 
In March, Middleton presented a plenary lecture, 
“Reading Genesis 3 Attentive to Human Evolution: 
Beyond Concordism and Non-Overlapping 
Magisteria,” in March at the Intersection of 
Evolution and the Fall conference at Garrett 
Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, 
IL. He also visited Fredonia, NY, in February as a 
guest speaker at the Freedom Conference, dedicated 
to awareness of and the fight against modern-day 
slavery. He also received several reviews of his new 
book, “A New Heaven and a New Earth,” which was 
featured as part of a book review panel at the annual 
meeting of the Canadian Evangelical Theological 
Association in May.

Assistant to the Dean Kym Woodard was appointed 
director of the Bridge to Earning, Living and 
Learning (BELL) program. She will maintain her 
role at Roberts while also directing the College’s 
BELL program, which enhances the personal 
lives of students with intellectual disabilities 
through academic, social and vocational activities 
while also preparing them for employment. 
Woodard previously served as co-director of the 
program, now in its fifth year, and has become the 
acknowledged, respected “head, heart and hands” 
of all BELL activity. 

ALUMNI NEWS 

Gloria Roorda (MDIV ’02, DMIN ’12) and Patricia 
Welch (MDIV ’09) were featured speakers at The 
Eve Conference: Exploring & Excelling, hosted by 
Northgate Free Methodist Church in Batavia, NY. 
As part of the event designed for women, Roorda’s 
session, “For Better or For Worse,” explored God’s 
plan for marriage, and Welch’s session, “The 
Bible Says WHAT About Women,” considered 
the context of scripture’s portrayal of women. 
Dr Rebecca Letterman, Associate Professor of 
Spiritual Formation, also presented the session 
“Living More Simply.”

Greg Harp (M.Div. ’03) announced his 
appointment as executive director of Agape 
Counseling Associates. Greg is responsible for 
day-to-day operations and strategic planning for 
the Rochester-based Christian counseling agency. 
He is also finishing his Doctor of Ministry in 
Marriage and Family Therapy.  

Dr. Thomas Worth (M.Div. ’03, D.Min. ’07) and his 
wife, Marsha, entered a new chapter of their outreach 
ministry in Eastern Europe when they returned to 
Bulgaria May 20-June 9. During their return, they 

planned to serve in Sofia, Veliko Turnovo, Plovdiv, 
Dobrich and Silistra. Through this ministry, Thomas 
and Marsha sought to “move in the grace of glorifying 
Jesus, telling the Good News, helping believers and 
encouraging our friends.” 

Robert Bagley (MAT ’05) 
transitioned from corporate 
America to selling books online 
by starting a Kindle publishing 
business. He began by repurposing 
his seminary thesis into a book, 

Beyond the Mother Church: A Theology of Small 
Group Ministry in the 21st Century. To learn more 
in his audiobook, visit rb3experience.com.

Jay Roscup (MAT ’05) was elected to the Sodus 
Central School District Board of Education and is 
looking forward to this new service opportunity. 
 

Jeff Sootheran (M.Div. 
’05) and his wife, Bethany, 
continue their work with 
Global Outreach in China 
through their dance studio 
and art gallery, Yahweh Small 
Gallery 4 Dance Company. 
Their performance on May 30-
31 was a collaborative project 

that brought together traditional Chinese dancers, 
break dancers and the Gallery 4 Dance Company 
to share the Good News. Titled “LIFE,” the dance 
production sought to portray the contrast between 
life in the strictly physical realm and life lived with 
the Father. To learn more about Global Outreach, 
visit globaloutreach.org.

Lida Merrill (MAT ’06) was the featured guest 
speaker twice on the Honoring Spiritual Needs 
and Gifts: From Inertia to Collaborative Action by 
Providers and Congregations webinar series. The 
webinar aired Mondays, January through June. For 
Details: visitfaithanddisability.org/webinar-series 

Dr. Henry Paszko (MAT ’06) added chief executive 
officer and chief medical officer of iCircle Care to 
his resume. He was featured in an article in the 
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle describing 
the features of this new Medicaid plan. Henry is 
also medical director of Churchville Chili Family 
Medicine. 

Marlena Graves (M.Div. ’07) shared a poignant 
reminder to the Christian faith community that 
we are, in fact, one Body of Christ. In her blog 
article “Shared Savior, Split Traditions,” she draws 
from memories of her grandmother and Seminary 
education to reflect on denominational divisions. 
Read the full article on Christianity Today’s Her.
meneutics blog at christianitytoday.com.

Eric Ockrin (M.Div. ’07) 
was installed as the rector of 
Trinity Communion Church  in 
Irondequoit, NY, on November 
16, 2014. 

The Rev. Richelle Massey-Harris (M.Div. ’08) was 
appointed chair of the New York State Council of 
Churches Commission on Chaplaincy on January 
1. The commission acts as the voice for matters 
related to Protestant ministries in specialized 
settings, including State Department of Corrections, 
State Family and Children’s Services, and the State 
Department of Mental Health and Disabilities. The 
commission also advocates for public policy issues 

that affect institutionalized people and reaches out 
to elected officials and members of congregations 
for support in these advocacy endeavors. Richelle 
said: “I am honored to serve, and I give God all the 
glory.”
 
Andrew Wyns (MAT ’08) was appointed dean 
of the Cathedral of the North East Diocese of the 
Charismatic Episcopal Church in New Paltz, 
NY. Not only does Andrew oversee the day-to-
day ministries at the church, he also serves as a 
chaplain at the Bridges of America Translation 
House in Newburgh, NY.

Scott Emery (MAT ’09) was invited to be a 
contributing blogger for Missio Alliance’s blogsite 
— a platform for critical thought and dialogue 
around issues of theology, ecclesiology, leadership 
and culture as they relate to the life and mission 
of the Church in North America. Recent posts 
include “With Bread: The Etymology & Theology 
of Companionship” and “Who Will You Grow Old 
With? Not Just a Question About Marriage.” Visit 
scottemery.wordpress.com.

Derek Spink (M.Div. 
’09) and his wife, Rachel, 
welcomed a beautiful baby 
girl, Isabel Mary Spink, on 
Easter weekend — Saturday, 
April 4, 2015. In addition, 

this June signifies Derek’s sixth year of service as 
lead pastor at Westdale Park Free Methodist Church 
in Napanee, Ontario, Canada. 

Doug Milne (M.Div. ’10) 
authored a chapter titled 
Functional Holiness in the 
collaborative book Renovating 
Holiness. The book features 
articles from Church of 
Nazarene leaders around the 
world. Each author provides 
input on how to understand the 

Bible, how to express theology and how to move 
the Church forward in the context of this changing 
world. Available at www.renovatingholiness.com.

Chaplain Jonathan Moran (M.Div. ’10) of the Free 
Methodist Church Genesis Conference was granted 
Endorsement by Bishop David Kendall for his work 
as a Hospital Chaplain. Jonathan is a full-time 
chaplain at Kenmore Mercy Hospital in Buffalo, NY. 

Desjamebra Robinson (M.Div. ’11) and the 
Preachers’ Platform hosted a weekend of worship, 
testimony and intercession on “The Prophetic 
Power” at Morning Glory C.F.C in April in Rochester, 
NY. This event featured speakers from churches 
across Rochester. 

Maurice Hopkins (M.Div. ’12) is the first URMC 
Chaplain to have a dedicated pediatric focus. He 
will serve patients and their families at the Golisano 
Children’s Hospital in Rochester, NY.

Mike Moulton (M.Div., 
’13) became the interim 
executive administrator of 
Bridges of Greater New York, 
a faith-based transitional 
housing program that 
focuses on the spiritual 
aspects of recovery from 

substance abuse, in July 2014. The organization 
advocates for the highest possible restoration of 
its clients’ spiritual, physical, emotional and social 
health.
 
Pedro Rios (MAT ’13) began as the associate 
director of program support in the DeVoe School 
of Business at Indiana Wesleyan University in 
February. Rios will supervise adjuncts, teaching 
business, leadership and ministry, building 
curriculum in business and leadership, and 
conducting administrative work.

Tunya Griffin (MDV ’13; DMIN ’C15) established 
Girl Chat, a ministry organization that “seeks 
to  prepare thoughtful, mature, service-oriented 
women leaders who will transform society through 
implementing leadership globally.” On May 16, Girl 
Chat hosted Discussions for Women by Women on 
campus in the Howard Stowe Roberts Cultural Life 
Center. The event featured Rochester Mayor Lovely 
Warren and others.

Michael Kinsey (M.Div. ’15) was ordained as a 
deacon by Bishop Gregory Ortiz at St. Patrick’s 
Church in Buffalo, NY, on April 25.  

LaTisha V. Robinson 
(M.Div. ’15) has been 
accepted into Princeton 
Theological Seminary’s 
Master of Theology 
program, with a focus 
on Pastoral Care. LaTisha 

looks forward to pursuing her Ph.D. upon the 
completion of this one-year program  of advanced 
theological study. In addition she was invited to 
speak as a local survivor and outreach ambassador 
for the Alternatives for Battered Women’s Annual 
Spring Luncheon. This year’s event theme was 
“Planting the Seeds of Change.” She joined keynote 
speaker Victor Rivas Rivers at Temple Brith Kodesh 
in Rochester, NY.

Calvin Smith (MAT ’15) 
was installed as pastor at 
Coleman Memorial Free 
Methodist Church on 
November 30, 2014, in 
Perry, NY. Serving with 

his wife, Rebekah, he says: “We’re really looking 
to explore God’s story together as a congregation 
and to see how that story is played out in Perry.” 
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Roberts Wesleyan College provides a purpose in life and 
embodies a sense of community for its students, faculty, staff, 
visitors, the Greater Rochester area and beyond. 

It’s been this way for nearly 150 years.

As I sat in Dr. David Basinger’s office, the chief academic 
officer (CAO) of Roberts Wesleyan College and Ohio native 
shared memories of his time at the College over the past 36 
years. He touched on ways the College has evolved — most 
specifically in terms of its focus on the healthcare, science 
and nursing programs offered — and the advice he shares 
with each and every one of his students. 

In light of the upcoming grand-opening celebration of the 
College’s new 40,000-square-foot, two-floor nursing and 
science building, Dr. Basinger explained what we can 
expect from Roberts Wesleyan College’s Crothers Science & 
Nursing Center, which will open in the fall of 2015.

By Ryann Bouchard
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An Interview with 
Dr. David Basinger

Vice President of Academic Administration  
and Chief Academic Officer

CAO Talks: A bird’s-eye view 

You’ve been at Roberts Wesleyan College for 
36 years. How have you seen the College grow 
and evolve since your first day on campus?
At one time in my career here, I taught every 
student, either in ethics or philosophy. Our 
College has since expanded from a very fine liberal 
arts college that gave people a good general view 
of the world to become a school that also focuses 
on career and relationship building. Our students 
get a very strong understanding of life through an 
innovative, personal and distinctive education. 

What do students learn at Roberts Wesleyan 
College today?
Today, the students of Roberts Wesleyan College 
not only learn to be skilled professionals — 
for instance, nurses, social workers, teachers, 
pastors or entrepreneurs — they also learn about 
interacting with people. Every study shows that 
real-life skills make a difference. Our educational 
programs focus on teaching these skills. However, 
we don’t stop there. We also help students learn 
to be more relational, have a broader view of the 
world and be more inclusive in various ways, as 
this in the long run will help them have more 
productive, fulfilling careers. Students often 
come back and say that the most valuable courses 
they took at Roberts were the ones that taught 
them how to face dilemmas and find solutions to 
problems they may face in life. 

NURSING AND SCIENCE 
PROGRAM AT ROBERTS —  
PAST AND FUTURE

Can you share background on Roberts 
Wesleyan College’s nursing and science 
programs?
In 1979, the school had 600 students and 200 were 
nursing majors. That was a time when, if you were 
a young female student and you wanted to be in 
medicine, nursing was your only choice. In 1970, 
only 19 percent of medical students were women. 
Today, approximately 55 percent of our medical 
students are female. However, there continues to 
be a growing demand for more nurses, especially 
those with their bachelor’s degree.

How many nursing students are enrolled at 
Roberts Wesleyan College today, and how will 
the Crothers Science & Nursing Center impact 
their experience and education?
We currently have just over 400 nursing students. 
This new state-of-the art facility will not only have 
a bigger footprint for learning, but also the latest 
high-tech science and simulation labs for science 
and nursing programs that will help Roberts 
attract the brightest nursing and STEM students. 

What kind of equipment will the students 
train on?
The building will feature state-of-the-art 
classrooms, an experimental greenhouse and an 
advanced simulation lab. The simulation labs will 
bring social work, nursing, criminal justice and 
other programs together for real-life, integrated and 
collaborative educational experiences that better 
mirror real-world situations. Through hands-on 
practice in this risk-free simulation environment, 
students will be better able to hone their skills and 
thus become even better medical practitioners, 
social workers and law enforcers. It gives students a 
realistic learning environment, and allows students’ 
engagement and skill level to increase. 

Our simulators will have realistic features — such 
as blinking pulses, and breathing, heart and lung 
sounds — that will respond to all of our nursing 
students’ practices. The simulators are designed 
for realistic changes in vital signs, and they will 
even contract and give birth. Students will test 

blood pressure, give medication, listen to the 
simulator’s abdomen, monitor the heart rhythm 
and more. The simulators are also programmed 
with lifelike patient scenarios to give students real 
experiences to learn from. 

Do you foresee Roberts alumni visiting 
campus to see the Crothers Science & 
Nursing Center?
When our nursing and science students graduate 
from Roberts, they continue to have a passion 
for supporting current students and our college. 
Often times, we see them come back to engage and 
share their personal and professional experiences 
with our students. We enjoy seeing students stay 
connected, and we encourage this. 

We have so many amazing success stories 
of our graduates in the nursing and science 
program. Most recently, Danielle Glasso, a top 
2014 graduate, participated in a professional 
simulation and has come back to senior classes at 
Roberts to speak to current students. 

Joshua Smith was a 2008 graduate, and within 
two years of graduating, he was recognized by the 
March of Dimes Nurse of the Year award in the 
critical care category. He currently works at Unity 
Hospital and recently came back for Roberts’ graduate 
program. He will graduate in December 2016. 
 
A 2009 Roberts graduate, Amanda Caton is a 
certified registered nurse anesthetist, administering 
anesthesia and offering surgical assistance. She 
also attended the University of Iowa, where she is 
enrolled in the doctorate program. 

Gloria Berent, an R.N. to B.S. graduate, recently 
became the chief nursing officer of Rochester 
Regional Health System. We are inspired by these 
success stories every day.

Are there any other features or highlights 
you’d like to share with our readers?
Roberts will have new labs for its physics and 
chemistry programs. What people don’t always 
realize is that nursing is science, so it is crucial 
to have a state-of-the-art facility where students 
are able to learn the necessary science in the most 
helpful manner.

Currently, we have an 89 percent acceptance rate 
for students applying to health and professional 
programs at Roberts. Students will explore a 
variety of healthcare professional programs, such 
as dentistry, allopathic medicine, osteopathic 
medicine, optometry, pharmacy, physical therapy, 
physician assistant and veterinary medicine. 

The college is excited about a new agreement with 
Lake Erie College of Medicine (LECOM). We expect 
to see an increase in our already high acceptance rate 
into several of these critical healthcare programs. It is 
an Early Assurance Program, so if the student meets 
GPA requirements during their time at Roberts, they 
will be guaranteed a spot in the dental, osteopathic 
or pharmacy school at LECOM.

What makes the nursing and science 
programs different at Roberts?
Many colleges have fine nursing and science 
facilities, but few offer students the type of fully 
integrated, interdisciplinary experiences that best 
prepare them to work in real-world contexts like 
Roberts does. We are excited that the new facility 
will have state-of-the-art simulation equipment 
and the faculty and staff who will focus on fully 
integrated teaching and training to our students in 
simulation experiences. 

Is Roberts targeting STEM programs? 
There is an increasing focus in our world on 
STEM — science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics. In order to remain competitive, 
STEM education is vital to our future. More 
students will want a degree in the sciences, 
technology, engineering and mathematics from 
Roberts because of our unique ability to help teach, 
support and prepare them in an interdisciplinary 
way that will better prepare them to enter the 
workforce.

CURRENT TRENDS IN 
HEALTHCARE, NURSING & 
SCIENCE

Let’s chat about what’s trending. What trends 
are you seeing in the current healthcare 
world? 
Clearly, one of the trends in healthcare is the 
demise of the old image of the doctor and the 
supporting nurse. There will increasingly be 
healthcare teams at all levels of medicine made up 
of multiple professionals who possess a number 
of skills. We are training nurses to be part of a 
collaborative team.

Another trend is the increased emphasis on meeting 
the healthcare needs of an aging population.  Ten-
thousand baby boomers will retire every year for 
the next 12 to 13 years. Many will be relatively 
healthy and active into their 80s and 90s. But at 
some point, all will need increasing healthcare 
support. Today’s nurses need to be increasingly 
trained to respond to all aspects of the lives of these 
individuals — the social, economic, spiritual and 
psychological — as well as the physical. They will 
need more than ever to establish the relationship-
building skills necessary to talk openly with these 
individuals about who they are and what types of 
care options are best suited for the lives they want 
to live.

WRAP-UP

Why are the programs offered at Roberts so 
desirable?
The professors at Roberts are here because it 
is more than a job, it is a calling. For Roberts 
faculty, their commitment is tied to their personal 
Christian faith. It’s not just about teaching, it’s 
about integrating faith and work, thus a calling 
from God. Faculty are unified in wanting our 
students to become thoughtful, spiritually 
mature, service-oriented people who will have 
a transforming impact in our world. Our motto 
since 1866 has been “Education for Character.” 
That said, students recognize this fact and work 
willingly with faculty to both learn and develop 
the necessary character to lead meaningful, 
productive lives in service to others. 

What is one piece of advice you would like to 
share with Roberts students today?
If you ultimately love what you do, your life will 
have purpose and meaning. It is my hope that all of 
our students will have personal and professional 
lives that are meaningful to them and to others.

Do you find a real purpose being here at 
Roberts?
My main goal for the past 36 years has been to 
make a difference in the lives of students. As 
the Chief Academic Officer, I encourage faculty 
to be influential role models, provide academic 
enrichment, and be committed to students both 
in and out of the classroom. It’s not always easy 
to change a student’s life, but connecting with 
students — head, hearts and hands — aligns with 
our purpose of providing a Christian education. We 
are committed to creating intention and meaning 
for our students’ education. We feel purpose in 
transforming and engaging students and enabling 
them to achieve their goals — and the rewards and 
impacts are countless.   

By Ryann Bouchard
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Being Fully Present — 
Hospital Chaplaincy 

The eye contact was genuine, not piercing. She 
hung on every word that was being spoken to 
her and her response came as an invitation to 
share even more fully in the fears and concerns 
of another. Somehow she was able to provide 
space for the patient to discover and release, to 
receive comfort. There was silence, laughter and 
prayer, even a gentle touch. This is a far cry from 
the high intensity of the emergency room crises 
that Alma McKee, M.Div. ’13 and current D.Min. 
student,  ministers in. Yet both are part of her role 
as hospital chaplain.

Like Alma, a growing number of students at 
Northeastern Seminary serve in the healthcare 
sector as chaplains — hospitals, palliative care, 
hospice care, Veterans Administration medical 
centers, home care. They understand there is a 
well-established relationship between faith and 
healing, with the benefits of prayer, meditation 
and religious counseling bringing an increased 
sense of optimism and hope, decreased anxiety 
and fear, and quicker recovery from depression. 
Beyond this, though, is a desire to be fully present 
with someone when they are in need — to offer 
space for life’s questions that may not otherwise 
emerge. They realize chaplaincies offer essential 
opportunities to reach people who may never 
enter a church.

With this in mind, a chaplain’s motivation goes 
beyond church membership or conversion head 
counts. According to Bruce Swingle, NES ’01, 
lead chaplain at a VA medical center, “It is about 
relationships and about competencies.”  He 
explains, “If someone wants to be a chaplain, 
they must be firm in their own beliefs and values 
while respecting those of others. They must 
love learning from formal courses, from other 
disciplines, and especially from the people and 
families they serve. From my understanding of I 
Thessalonians 4:8, I see chaplaincy as allowing 
people to become so dear and important to us 
that we are willing to share with them not only 
the Gospel of God, but our own lives, as well.”

The Rev. Brenda Sherman, M.Div. ’09, chaplain at 
Hospice and Palliative Care in Cheektowaga, NY, 
recalls being motivated by that sense of “giving 
something back” during the bedside care that was 
part of her field education placements when she 
was a student. Her subsequent work with cancer 
patients was, she shares, “divine preparation for 
something I didn’t even know was in my future.” 
She discovered how spiritually serene death 
could be as she facilitated family members in 
their bedside reminiscing of cherished memories 
and how that led to a room filled with laughter, 
a perceived response by the patient and resulting 

joy for loved ones. At those moments of transition, 
she has seen family bonds strengthened as they 
become united in their support of each other.

The responsibilities of a chaplain are often 
varied and can include pre-surgical or regular 
visits on patient care units and with families, on-
site worship, sacramental services and religious 
rituals, such as Communion, emergency baptism, 
blessing of infants, anointing of the sick. They 
are called upon for bedside prayers, bereavement 
support, assistance with end-of-life care and 
planning, and spiritual counseling on ethical 
issues faced by patients and their families. 
Some, like Maurice Hopkins M.Div. ’12, the first 
University of Rochester Medical Center chaplain 
with a pediatric focus, are dedicated to working 
with specific groups.

In preparation for chaplaincy, Northeastern 
graduates appreciate the multidenominational 
classroom and the historic approach to 
understanding the full arc of Christianity that 
allow them to serve across religious traditions. 
They cite spiritual formation disciplines and 
instruction on ministering to the dying and 
bereaved as beneficial resources for a faithful 
response and to be fully present.

“He’s not doing very well. He’s been sleeping most 
of the day,” Roger’s son told us as we stopped in 
for the regular home visit with this once vibrant 
musician now in his last days. He was quite still 
and his eyes remained closed as Levi Gangi, Iraqi 
war veteran, M.A. ’13 graduate and spiritual care 
chaplain, started what had become his custom 
with Roger — he began tuning his guitar and then 
strumming some music he was writing. He hadn’t 
gotten to the end of the first song when a smile 
appeared on Roger’s face.  

Levi Gangi ’13 playing guitar for patient

Alma McKee ’13 ministering as hospital Chaplin

ROBERTS RECEIVES  
$3.5 MILLION NAMING 
GIFT FROM ANONYMOUS 
DONOR FOR NEW SCIENCE & 
NURSING CENTER

In conjunction with its ongoing Legacy 150 
capital campaign, Roberts Wesleyan College 
has received a $3.5 million naming gift from 
an anonymous donor for the College’s new 
40,000-square-foot, two-floor science and 
nursing building. The donor has chosen to 
designate the building the Crothers Science 
and Nursing Center in honor of William C. 
and Rilla L. Crothers. William Crothers served 
as Roberts Wesleyan’s ninth president from 
1981 to 2002.

“We are deeply grateful for this transformative 
gift, which will enable first-rate educational 
facilities for science and nursing instruction 
and training,” Roberts President Dr. Deana 
L. Porterfield said. “The Crothers Science & 
Nursing Center will feature state-of-the-art 
classrooms, simulation laboratories and an 
experimental greenhouse. This new facility 
will double the space for science and nursing 
programs, which will help Roberts attract the 
best and brightest STEM students.”

The Crothers Science & Nursing Center was 
designed by SWBR Architects, and LeChase 
Construction is the general contractor for the 
project. College officials broke ground on the 
project in March 2014 and the building is set to 
open in fall of 2015.

TODAY IS R DAY

On Wednesday, March 11, Roberts Wesleyan 
College donors, alumni, friends and community 
members generously gave to the Roberts 
Fund and helped provide scholarships for our 
students. The day was called Today is R Day and 
was our first 24-hour one-day-of-giving event. 
We not only met our goal of raising $50,000 by 
the end of the night, but exceeded it, thanks to 
our amazing Roberts community! In total, we 
raised $58,167, which will truly make a lasting 
impression on the lives of our students. Thank 
you to everyone who participated in this special 
day for Roberts Wesleyan College!

 — Becca McColl, Director of the Roberts Fund

BUILDING STUDENT 
SCHOLARSHIPS

The Roberts Fund raises money to make a 
Christian education available to our current 
and future students. Many members of 
our community who invest in student 
scholarships; however, we are ready for 
new partners (alumni and friends) to help 
us prepare for future generations. 

To give a gift, visit www.roberts.edu/
onlinegiving. We encourage you to make a 
monthly or yearly recurring gift and tailor 
your giving to fit your schedule.

Building 
  the future.

“To give such a generous gift anonymously 
truly reflects humility. We honor this donor as 
an incredibly supportive partner in furthering 
Christian higher education and as an example 
for the next generation of Christian leaders,” 
Porterfield said.

The Legacy 150 campaign was launched in 
May 2014, and the naming gift is the largest 
donation received to date. Roberts has raised 
$12,818,000, or 67 percent, of the $19 million 
goal established for the science and nursing 
building. The total Legacy 150 campaign 
goal, including endowment and scholarship 
expansion, is $42 million.

By Lisa Bennett

Crothers Science & Nursing Center
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Tear along perforated edge, 
place in an envelope and return to 

Roberts Wesleyan College, Office of Advancement
2301 Westside Drive, Rochester, NY 14624-1997

CAMPAIGN GOALS 
• Crothers Science and Nursing Center:    

$19 million | $12,818,000 raised                                                           
• Scholarship Funds (5-year totals)

• Roberts Wesleyan College:    
$4.5 million | $4,236,000 raised

• Northeastern Seminary:    
$1 million | $1,509,000 raised

• Endowments (including planned gifts)
• Roberts Wesleyan College:    

$15 million | $16,555,000 raised
• Northeastern Seminary:    

$2.5 million | $4,141,000 raised 
• Campaign Goal:

• $42 million | $39,258,000 raised 

SAVE THE DATE

Grand Opening of the  
CROTHERS SCIENCE & NURSING CENTER
Friday, September 25, 2015 at 11 a.m.

Thank you to the many alumni and friends who have    already participated  
in the most ambitious and successful fundraising     campaign in our history!  

Dedication Service for the
DOROTHY WHITTINGHAM  
SIMULATION CENTER
Saturday, September 26, 2015 at 2:30 p.m.
 

We are currently at 93%  
of our goal with 18 months  

left in the campaign. 

To make your gift or pledge, please use the enclosed card, 
visit legacy150.roberts.edu or call us at 585.594.6200.

33SUMMER 2015

Legacy 150 U pdate
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TRACK & FIELD SWEEPS ECC 
OUTDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The Redhawks had a strong showing on their home 
track to win a pair of East Coast Conference titles, 
continuing their track-and-field dominance by 
sweeping the men’s and women’s championships.

The team also captured indoor titles this past 
winter, while its cross-country counterparts did 
the same in the fall. The wins bring Roberts 
Wesleyan to six conference titles and marked the 
first time any ECC member has won all running 
sports in one year. 

Gabe Rivera ’15 scored 37 points and Aaron 
McGinnis ’16 scored 35 points for the men, while 
Kate Perry ’15 totaled 25 points for the women. 

McGinnis won two events for the Redhawks, 
taking the long jump and the triple jump. 
The effort was his third-straight ECC long-
jump championship and established another 
conference record. He also placed third in the 
high jump and fourth in the pole vault, and 
ran on the fourth-place 4x100m relay team and 
second-place 4x400 relay team. Rivera kept busy 
by winning the high jump, placing second in the 
100m and 200 m, and finishing third in the long 
jump, fourth in the pole vault and fourth in the 
4x100m relay. 

Another notable performance came from distance 
runner Thomas Rodger ’16, a double winner with 
victories in the 800m and 1,500m. He was also 
a member of the 4x400 relay team. Thrower 
Malcolm Shaw ’17 won the javelin with a new 
ECC record of 55.36m and Kevin Brown ’15 won 
the 5,000m, also a new ECC record. Justin Bender 
’16 won the 3,000m steeplechase while also 

running a leg of the winning 4x800 relay, which 
included Robbie Shrenker ’18, Luke Jackson ’18 
and Aaron Bellomo ’17. 

The women used balance and depth to win the 
women’s championship. Katy Perry ’16 scored 25 
points and Brianna Calderon ’17 totaled 21 points 
to lead the team to the ECC crown. Perry won the 
discus, and placed second in the hammer, third in 
the shot put and sixth in the javelin. Calderon won 
the 400m intermediate hurdles, placed third in the 
100m high hurdles and was fifth in the triple jump. 
She was also on the fourth-place 4x100m relay and 
4x400m relay teams.

Other winners included thrower Victoria Houser 
’15 in the hammer and Kasey Semmler ’17 in the 
pole vault. Distance runners Rachel Brush ’15 and 
April Sablan ’17 won the 3,000m steeplechase 
and 5,000m respectively.

Special recognition goes to Rivera, who set 
a school record in the 100m, surpassing the 

previous best mark of 10.79 set by Chris Davis  
in 2000. Rivera’s time places him second all-time 
in the program record books, as well. Shaw’s toss 
in the javelin makes him second all-time and 
McGinnis’ long jump places him third. Hayden 
Jurius ’16 threw 42.76m in the discus to place 
fifth in the meet, and that makes him fourth all-
time in program history.

On the women’s side Chelsea Hayward ’18 ran 
12.33 in the 100m to place second in the record 
book, while Danielle Budd ’17 ran a 12.52 in the 
same race, placing her fifth all-time. The 4x100m 
relay team (Budd, Calderon, Dovi and Hayward) 
ran a 49.72 to make them second all-time. Kasey 
Semmler ’17 climbed to third all-time in the pole 
vault and Victoria Houser ’15 is now third all-time 
in the hammer. The 4x400m relay team (Budd, 
Calderon, Gosch and Hayward) ran 4:11.19, 
making them fifth-best and Perry improved to 
fifth all-time in the shot put.

RACHEL HUST RACES IN 1,500M 
AT NCAA DIVISION II  
CHAMPIONSHIP

Senior runs her way to 15th best time in 1,500m 
at national meet

Distance runner Rachel Hust ’15 wrapped up 
her collegiate career by representing Roberts 
Wesleyan at the NCAA Division II Outdoor Track 
& Field Championships, where she placed eighth 
(and 15th overall) in the 1,500m heat.

The recent graduate crossed the finish line 
with a time of 4:36:12 and came into the race 
seeded 16th with a time of 4:31.52 at the NCCAA 
National Championships. 

By qualifying, she became Roberts’ first track-
and-field student-athlete to compete in an NCAA 
championship meet. Hust was also a part of the 
Women’s Cross Country team that took ninth 
place in the NCAA Division II Championships 
this past fall.

ROBERTS STUDENT NAMED AMATEUR ATHLETE OF THE YEAR
 
Marissa Sell ’15 received the Democrat and Chronicle Media Group Amateur Athlete award during the 
Rochester Press-Radio Club Day of Champions dinner. 

Sell is the first Roberts women’s basketball player to record over 1,000 points and rebounds in a career. 

Her other highlights include  
• Three-time National Christian College Athletic Association First Team All-American
• Two-time All-East Coast Conference First Team Player
• 2015 coSIDA First Team All-Region Team
• 2015 winner of Kathy Freese Award (honoring character, integrity and Christian service, as well as being 

the outstanding Christian women’s basketball player in the nation)

After more than 35 years of service, library 
historian Charley Canon ’70 has been inducted 
into the Roberts Wesleyan Athletic Hall of Fame.

Canon, who is inducted under the Meritorious 
Service category, served the Athletic Department 
for 30 years at the Faculty Athletic Representative 
(1982-2012) while also serving as the College’s 
historian and archivist. Over that span, Canon 
worked with the department to ensure all of 
the student-athletes met all eligibility and 
compliance standards. From 1982 to 1992, 
Canon was the NCCAA’s East Region Eligibility 
Chairperson.

As an athlete, Canon ran on the 1966 to 1969 
cross-country teams, which won the New York 
State Championship his freshman season. Canon 

was known to give it his all in each race, often 
stumbling over the finish line in exhaustion.

After graduating from Roberts Wesleyan in 1970 
with a degree in Comprehensive Social Studies, 
Canon went on to earn his Master’s degree in 
Library Science from SUNY Geneseo before 
returning to work for at his alma mater, Roberts,  
in 1978.

Charley is the third person from the Class of 
1970 to be inducted in the Hall of Fame. Canon 
is joined by men’s soccer standouts Dennis Rose 
and Naim “Musa” Tannous.

Charley and his wife Linda ’69, along with his 
children Charles ’13 and Lindsay ’14, live in 
Wyoming, NY.

CHARLEY CANON ’70 INDUCTED INTO ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME
Canon served as the Faculty Athletic Representative for more than 30 years at his alma mater

REDHAWKS BASKETBALL 
MADE THEIR NATIONAL 
TELEVISION DEBUT  

March 2015 on CBS Sports
Lady Redhawks vs. Long Island University Post

Final Score
Roberts Wesleyan: 61
LIU Post: 69
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GARY ANDREWS NAMED  
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL  
HEAD COACH 

Following an extensive national search, Gary 
Andrews has been named head coach of the 
women’s basketball program at Roberts effective 
July 1.

“We are blessed and excited that Gary has accepted 
the position,” Athletic Director Bob Segave said. 
“Roberts Wesleyan is getting a tremendous leader 
and highly successful individual to lead our 
program to even greater success.” 

Andrews comes to Roberts Wesleyan after 
spending the past 13 seasons at St. Francis 
(Indiana), his alma mater, where he compiled 
322 wins, which includes an undefeated season 
and NAIA Division II title in 2013-14. Compiling 
a .693 winning percentage, Andrews guided the 
Cougars to a pair of NAIA Final Four appearances 
while qualifying for the NAIA Division II 
tournament nine times.

At the conference level, St. Francis won the 
Crossroads League regular season championship 
five times while winning the tournament 
championship as many times during his tenure. 

Prior to St. Francis, Andrews served as head 
coach at Bishop Luers High School in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, from 1992 to 2001, racking up three 
straight Indiana Class 2A State championships.
A member of the Women’s Basketball Coaches 
Association, Andrews was named the NAIA 
Division II Coach of the Year after the 2013-14 
season and named the Crossroads League Coach 
of the Year on two occasions.

“Gary’s track record is second to none in the 
country,” Segave said. “He is a great addition to 
our department and college.”

Andrews becomes just the seventh head coach of 
a program that finished the 2014-15 season with 
a 20-7 overall record while finishing No. 10 in 
the final NCAA Division II East Region rankings. 
He also inherits a squad that is returning four 
starters that finished tied for second in the East 
Coast Conference standings.

Andrews played high school basketball at Bellmont 
High School in Decatur, Indiana, where he helped 
the Braves to two consecutive conference titles 
and a regional runner-up finish to eventual state 
champion Marion High School his junior season 
(1984-85). He also played one year of basketball at 
Judson University in Elgin, Illinois.

BOB SEGAVE APPOINTED ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

Bob Segave was named Roberts Wesleyan College’s athletic director, effective July 1, 2015. He succeeds 
Mike Faro, who retired this year.

Segave will focus on the continued development of NCAA Division II athletics, with a goal of 
incorporating integrity, faith and competitive excellence into all sports programs. The other major focus 
will be to ensure that student athletes are given the opportunity to succeed in all facets of their lives at 
the college — athletically, academically and spiritually.

Segave has been the women’s basketball head coach since 2007 and has been assistant athletic director 
for fundraising since 2012. In his secondary role, Segave has been responsible for growing the Athletic 
Department’s annual golf scramble fundraiser while also assisting in the marketing efforts for the 
department.

Prior to becoming the head coach at Roberts Wesleyan College, he served as assistant coach for women’s 
basketball at Rochester Institute of Technology. Segave was also a highly successful assistant coach at 
several Rochester-area high schools, including 10 seasons at Aquinas Institute.

Segave holds a master’s degree in Strategic Leadership and B.S. in Organizational Management from 
Roberts Wesleyan College and resides in North Chili with his wife, Laura.

DOUG PORTERFIELD TAKES 
THE COURT AS WOMEN’S  
VOLLEYBALL COACH 

Doug Porterfield has played or coached volleyball 
since 1978, when he began his career in the sport 
as a recreational player in high school and later as 
a club player on college. He started his volleyball 
coaching career in 1987, when he developed 
a program for a new high school in California. 
In 2014, he moved on to Finney High School 
in Penfield before finding his place at Roberts 
Wesleyan this year. 

Initially, Porterfield hoped to become a volunteer 
coach for the team, impressed by both the team 
and former coaches Jon and Kirsten Meyers. 
When they left Roberts, Porterfield saw a 
rewarding opportunity to move into the NCAA 
D2 level. 

“The Roberts team has a great chemistry and love 
for each other, and that is crucial for high-level 
performance,” he said. “Credit for that goes to 

the Meyerses and the impeccable leadership that 
they have provided over the past seven years. 
They will be missed greatly by our community 
here at Roberts. Our new recruits have a great 
temperament and drive to achieve, which will 
mesh very well with our returning athletes. As 
it was with the Meyerses, it is still our goal to 
get that NCAA playoff berth and conference 
championship.”

But volleyball can’t be a lone-wolf sport, he 
said. The team is part of a greater department 
with outstanding athletes, coaching staff and 
administrative support. 

“The athletic department is part of this great 
campus, community and our surrounding 
communities,” Porterfield said. “I hope to engage 
our student body to ‘extend the bench’ and 
become the seventh man on the court, not only 
for volleyball, but for all our sports. School spirit 
is a huge part of the college experience, and the 
athletic department is working hard to create an 
exciting and engaging atmosphere for our fans.”

SCOTT REBER BEGINS FIRST 
SEASON FOR MEN’S SOCCER

Coach Scott Reber begins his first season as Head 
Coach of Roberts’ men’s soccer program. A 1986 
Roberts Wesleyan graduate, Reber played for 
the Redhawks and was a member of 1985’s East 
Region Division 1 NCCAA Championship team, 
which also qualified for and competed in the 
NCCAA National Soccer Championship. He won 
many honors as a player and was named to the 
NAIA District All-Star Team. 

Prior to being named Head Coach, Reber was 
an assistant for the 2002-2004 and 2011-2014 
seasons. During those six years, RWC was ranked 
in the NAIA Top 25, went to the NCCAA National 
Tournament four years (taking second place 
in the 2002), made an appearance in the NAIA 
National Tournament and won the American 
Mideast Conference (AMC) Tournament title in 
2011.

Reber brings 20 years of coaching experience to 
Roberts and has found success at every level. He 
also served as president of the Hilton Youth Soccer 
program and as director of coach and player 
development for the Hilton Soccer Club. Reber 
holds a NSCAA Advanced National Diploma 
and the NSCAA National Youth Diploma. Reber 
resides in North Chili with his wife, Karen, and 
they have three grown children.

KRISTIN CONCORDIA NAMED 
WOMEN’S LACROSSE COACH

Concordia has served as assistant coach for the 
past two years under former head coach Kate 
Segwick. This past season, Concordia helped 
the program earn its first-ever winning record 
as the Redhawks went 8-7, barely missing out 
on qualifying for the East Coast Conference 
tournament.

At the club level, Concordia has led the 2020 
Orange team at Common Goal Lacrosse in 
Rochester since 2013.

As a player, Concordia was a standout goalkeeper 
for Siena College, starting every game during 
her sophomore, junior and senior seasons while 
starting all but five games in her freshman 
season.  At the close of her four-year career, 
Concordia ranked first in the program’s record 
book for career wins (27) and games played (63). 
Concordia is also ranked second in saves (527) 
for the Siena Saints.

“Kristin had a successful career at Siena and 
has been an important part of our staff here at 
Roberts Wesleyan as an assistant coach over 
the past two seasons,” said Segave. “She is a 
hard worker who understands how to build and 
sustain a successful program. We are all excited 
to see what Kristin will do this coming year as 
head coach.”
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MEN’S BASKETBALL
• Fourth-seeded Roberts Wesleyan College won its first Wendy’s College Classic title since 1968, as 

the Redhawks picked up a 75-63 win over No. 2 SUNY Geneseo in the championship game of the 
49th Annual Wendy’s College Classic.

 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
• Second-seeded Roberts Wesleyan College won the Wendy’s College Classic Women’s Basketball 

Championship for the second straight year, as the Redhawks rallied from an 11-point deficit to beat 
top-seeded University of Rochester, 69-63 in the championship game of the 49th Annual Wendy’s 
College Classic. 

MEN’S GOLF
• Head coach Ken Starkweather and the golf team made history by competing in the NCAA Division 

II Atlantic/East Regional tournament in May. The Redhawks put together a strong year by ending the 
season ranked No. 5 in the East Region. Tom Kolb ’17 led the team at the three-day tournament by 
finishing tied for 22nd.

 
WOMEN’S LACROSSE
• The Redhawks wrapped up the 2015 campaign with the program’s first winning season. Roberts 

Wesleyan ended the year 8-7 overall and was in contention for an ECC tournament berth before 
narrowly falling in the final moments of their final game. The eight wins were also the most in a 
single season for the young program, which is only in its fourth year. 

• Goalkeeper Shannon Knapp ’18 was named the East Coast Conference Goalkeeper of the Year, ranking 
sixth in NCAA Division II with her .511 save percentage. 

• Both Knapp and attacker Loren Dunn ’16 were named to the ECC All-Conference First Team.

 
MEN’S LACROSSE
• Head coach Rocky Delfino continued to build his program in its fourth season. The Redhawks closed 

out the season with a resounding 18-9 win over District of Columbia in a special night game on the 
campus of Georgetown University.

• Keith Keehn ’17 had a solid year and he was named ECC Goalkeeper of the Week on two occasions.

 
MEN’S TENNIS
• The Redhawks earned a spot in the ECC tournament after finishing the year with a 12-9 record while 

being ranked No. 8 in the East Region.
• Charles Farres ’16 had another spectacular year, which was capped off by making the ECC All-

Conference First Team. He led the Redhawks with a his 29 wins.

 
WOMEN’S TENNIS
• Head coach Becky Bonner guided Roberts Wesleyan to their third-straight NCCAA tournament 

appearance. Individually, Fatima Ouattara ’15 made the NCCAA All-American First Team, the first 
time a women’s tennis student-athlete has earned that recognition.

 
TRACK & FIELD
• The men’s and women’s teams captured the East Coast Conference outdoor titles on their home track 

(see story left). The Roberts running sports completed a successful year, not only with the outdoor 
championships, but they also took home two indoor titles in the winter and two in cross-country this 
past fall.

• Aaron McGinnis ’16 and Rachel Hust ’15 were named the NCCAA’s Wheeler Award winners. The 
award is given to a male and female track-and-field student-athlete who demonstrates the Christian 
philosophy and faith as exemplified through Christ-like track-and-field participation at an NCCAA 
member institution.

SEASON HIGHLIGHTS

LIVE GAME COVERAGE @  
athletics.roberts.edu/coverage

The NCAA Division II Cross Country All-
Academic Teams have been released, which sees 
both the men’s and women’s teams making the 
prestigious list.

To be eligible, programs must have compiled a 
cumulative GPA of 3.00 or greater and scored at 
an NCAA Division II regional meet to qualify for 
the award.

On the men’s side, Roberts Wesleyan had a team 
cumulative grade point average of 3.31, while the 
women’s team maintained a 3.59 cumulative GPA.

Individually, the women’s team led the nation, 
along with Northern Michigan, with seven runners 
making the All-Academic list.  On the men’s side, 
Roberts Wesleyan topped the country with six 
runners making the cut alongside Sioux Falls (SD).

Honorees must have compiled a cumulative GPA 
of 3.25 or greater and must have finished among 
the top 30 percent of total eligible runners at his 
or her regional championship (total Division II 
teams in the region multiplied by seven runners 
per team) or in the top half of the field at the 
NCAA Championships.

There were a total of 262 female runners 
who made the cut, representing 122 different 
institutions, while 208 runners on the men’s side 
were honored, representing 97 institutions.

2015 Division II Women’s  
All-Academic Individuals 

Megan Hulton ’15
Rachel Hust ’15
Rachel Hutchinson ’17
Rachel Prutsman ’15
April Sablan ’17
Elizabeth Valento ’17
Brittany Ward ’16

2015 Division II Men’s  
All-Academic Individuals 

Aaron Bellomo ’17
Justin Bender ’16
Kevin Brown ’15
Keith Pease ’17
Thomas Rodger ’16
Matthew Watson ’17

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY NAMED  
NCAA DIVISION II ALL-ACADEMIC TEAMS

FARO ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIP

The College, through the generosity of an anonymous donor, has a new endowed scholarship to 
honor Mike Faro.  Mike served in athletics for almost 40 years. The Faro Athletic Scholarship will 
annually provide a generous award to a student athlete.  If you would like to give toward the Faro 
Athletic Scholarship, please make your check payable to Roberts Wesleyan College and write Faro 
Athletic Scholarship on the memo line.  You can also give online at Roberts.edu/giving.

Contributions can be mailed to:
Office of Planned Giving
Roberts Wesleyan College
2301 Westside Dr.
Rochester, NY  14624
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Thanks to a grant from Excellus BlueCross 
BlueShield, Nursing students will soon be able 
to use the Simulation and Skills Labs in the 
new Crothers Science & Nursing Center to train 
community leaders in basic health coaching skills.

The grant helps us launch and support a “Train 
the Trainer” program, which will enable us to train 
leaders within our Community Health Partners, a 

The Office of Government, Corporate, and 
Foundation Relations is excited to announce our 
new Web pages, which are located under the Giving 
tab on the Roberts website. The pages will help 
donors and potential funders get a sense of who we 
are as they research and make decisions. We’re also 
hoping it helps keep all of us connected with news 
of recent grants and partnerships as they happen.

Also, for internal grant news and policies, we have 
developed a site on our intranet. You can find us 
listed as Grants and Community Relations under the 
Administration tab. Here you will find grant-seeking 
policies, contact information and forms. Don’t forget 
to check the Grant News section frequently, as we 
will post recent news along with new funding and 
grant opportunities.

ANNOUNCING THE GRANTS AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS WEBSITES

INAUGURAL TOUR BY THE NUMBERS

1947 Oldest graduating class represented   

2015 Youngest graduating class represented  

26 Total inaugural events  

11 States visited    

9,454 Miles traveled  

1,298 Total attendance  

www.roberts.edu/alumni/events

mix of churches, clubs and community groups 
with an interest in healthy living. By supporting 
this program, Excellus BCBS will help us provide 
our Nursing students with more contact hours, 
valuable experience and an outlet to give back to 
the community.

To read more about the Excellus BCBS partnership 
or to learn more about other recent grants, please 

PARTNERSHIP WITH EXCELLUS BLUECROSS BLUESHIELD  
ENABLES EXPANDED COMMUNITY OUTREACH

visit our Community Partners page under the 
Giving tab at www.roberts.edu/giving-to-roberts/
community-partners.aspx.

H O M E C O M I N G
S e p t e m b e r  2 5 - 2 7 ,  2 0 1 5

ROBERTS WESLEYAN COLLEGE

A l u m n i ,  S t u d e n t s ,  P a r e n t s  a n d  F r i e n d s . 

{ B E   P A R T   O F   A   S P E C I A L   T R A D I T I O N }

If you want time to reconnect with classmates, professors and staff.

If you enjoy the spirit of community and would like to  
rediscover your favorite things about Roberts.

If you like sporting events, attending class celebrations and the  
opportunity to make new friends, join us for Homecoming weekend.

We would love to reconnect with you!
For a full schedule of events for September 25-27, go to:  

www.roberts.edu/Homecoming
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A REASON TO GIVE

The 25th Annual Rochester Heart Walk raised 
$637,000 for the American Heart Association.  On 
Saturday, March 25, employees, along with many 
new and familiar faces, participated as a team to 
promote physical activity to build healthier lives, 
free of cardiovascular diseases and stroke, to 
reach this life-saving goal. 
 
CORPORATE CHALLENGE

A team of 14 Roberts faculty, staff and alumni 
participated in this year’s JPMorgan Chase 
Challenge, held each May on the Rochester 
Institute of Technology campus. This is the third 
consecutive year Roberts has taken part in the 
3.5-mile race. The team was led by Assistant to 
the President, Patti Radel and included Reggie 
the Redhawk, President Deana Porterfield and 
Executive Vice President Jack Connell. 

Events like this contribute to the College’s 
Strategic Plan goal of creating a thriving 
community through opportunities to interact 
with the larger Rochester community, while also 
fellowshipping with one another and encouraging 
all to live healthier, happier lives. This year’s 
race, which regularly attracts more than 10,000 
participants from more than 400 local businesses 
and corporations, benefitted Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Greater Rochester, a local organization 
making a real difference in the lives of children 
for more than 35 years. 

9TH ANNUAL MATT ST. JAMES 5K

The 9th Annual Matt St. James 5K Race will be held on Saturday, August 29, at 10 a.m. The race 
will take place on the home course of the Roberts cross-country team. Matt St. James graduated from 
Roberts in 2007. He was a top runner on the cross-country and track teams for four years. On March 14, 
2007, Matt was running on campus when he went into cardiac arrest, resulting in a brain injury. After 
spending over three years at Monroe Community Hospital, he now lives at home. Proceeds will benefit 
Matt’s family to help with medical expenses, and to purchase a running chair for Matt to race in!

REGISTER ONLINE! mattstjames5k.eventbrite.com

17TH ANNUAL GREG GREVE ALUMNI 5K AT HOMECOMING

The 17th Annual Greg Greve Alumni 5K Race will be held on Saturday, September 26, at 8:30 a.m. It 
is a cross-country race through the beautiful Roberts campus. The race is held in memory of alumnus 
Greg Greve. Greg was affectionately called “Rico” by his teammates. He ran cross-country for Roberts 
Wesleyan from 1991 to 1994 and loved the sport. Sadly, Greg passed away just before his senior year. 
Roberts is pleased to offer this 5K cross-country race in his memory. All proceeds from the race will 
benefit the cross-country team. The race will be held during the College’s Homecoming weekend. It is 
not necessary to be a Roberts alum to participate. 
 
REGISTER ONLINE! rwchomecoming2015.eventbrite.com

HEALTHY 
HAWKS!

{ A L U M N I   T O D A Y }  at Roberts

NEW FOOD SERVICE ON CAMPUS

The Food Services Committee has selected Metz 
Culinary Management as Roberts’ new food 
service provider. The committee appreciated the 
company’s blend of family and corporate values. 
Metz is one of the top 15 food services companies 
in the country, but values personal relationships 
and local decision making. Metz is based out 
of the Scranton, PA, area and has clients in the 
fields of education, higher education, health care 
and corporate business. They are respected by 
the institutions they serve and pride themselves 
on their passion for food and service. Metz began 
working on June 1 and has already received 
positive feedback from its first few catering 
events.

REDHAWK COOKOUT —
LUNCH & LEARN

On June 24, the Redhawk Cookout hosted a 
Lunch & Learn event presented by New York 
Beef Council Director of Nutrition Education 
Cindy Chan Phillips, M.S., M.B.A., R.D. Phillips 
shared nutrition facts, recipes and her research, 
“Nutrient Quality of Children’s Meals at Fast 
Food Restaurants in Onondaga County,” which 
received the Master Prize at Syracuse University. 
Through partnership with the American Heart 
Association, Cindy also provides a sound 
nutritional game plan for runners participating 
in Utica’s Boilermaker race so they can achieve 
the optimal physical performance on race day. 
To learn more about how beef inspires wellness, 
visitnybeef.org  or Twitter @nybeefnutrition.

When did you begin cycling/training and 
what inspired you to start and stay with it?
I began cycling in 1987 while stationed at 
Griffiss Air Force Base as a way to maintain 
cardiovascular fitness in the military, completing 
my first Century that summer with a ride from 
Griffiss to Old Forge, NY.  

What event do you enjoy the most? Why? 
As a cycling enthusiast, Century rides that 
support community services and health are 
most enjoyable for me. The Ride for Missing 
Children, which supports the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children, is my favorite 
event of the year. Knowing that I am riding for a 
purpose that is much bigger than my individual 
achievement is what drives me to succeed. 

How does your cycling and fitness lifestyle 
translate into real life and everyday 
experiences? 
The key to distance cycling is not only cardio-
pulmonary conditioning, but also efficiency and 
stamina. The attributes of efficiency and stamina 
are also valuable in maintaining a healthy work-

life balance. This also translates to good business 
acumen, as success in the business world is not 
about a quick sprint to the lead. 

In your opinion, what is a leader’s best asset?
It’s about building a strong team of collaborators. 
A leader can only succeed if those around him or 
her succeed. A leader’s best asset is to model the 
way and enable others to act by extending trust 
and facilitating relationships among individuals 
and groups. Every day, I bring this strength 
forward as a servant leader to my team.  

What strength can you recognize most as a 
result of your MSL experience? How do you 
apply that strength in your professional or 
everyday life? 
What comes to mind is having a “vision.” The 
MSL program taught me how to develop and 
apply a strategic plan and to inspire a shared 
vision in others for the future. That aligns with 
cycling, too. A rider needs to have a plan to 
achieve his personal goals, as well as to overcome 
obstacles. It’s about knowing what your mission 
is professionally and personally.  When things 

get tough in the “race” (both at work and on the 
cycling course), reflect on the goals you have 
established and you will find your strength to 
accomplish them. I keep my goals posted on 
my refrigerator as a constant reminder of my 
commitments.  

Do you have someone who inspires you?
Eric Greitens, who is a Navy SEAL, award-
winning author, Rhodes Scholar and founder 
of The Mission Continues, which empowers 
veterans adjusting to life at home to find new 
missions. I had an opportunity to hear him speak 
at a leadership development conference several 
years ago, and his messages inspired me to 
pursue my MSL degree at Roberts. 

How do you serve others?
As a veteran myself serving in the United States 
Air Force for nearly four years as a crew chief and 
the U.S. Army Reserve as a registered nurse for 
nine years, I have a soft spot for veterans. I have 
transported WWII veterans to Washington, DC, for 
Honor Flight. Honor Flight flies heroes to visit and 
reflect together at their memorials. These veterans 
gave of themselves for our country, and I feel 
honored to be able to give back and serve them.  

Few sports are as challenging and empowering as cycling. It’s about the physical endurance, 
as well as determination to finish a race. And commitment.

Thomas P. Everetts, MSL ’15, is a registered nurse and informatics specialist at Thompson 
Health in Canandaigua in the M.M. Ewing Continuing Care Center. He’s a Healthy Hawk 
for cycling, endurance and pushing his limits, but also exemplifies steward leadership and 
serving others. He recently received the Michael Bargmann Award for Strategic Excellence 
as part of a team of three classmates, including Crystal McLeod, Brett Robinson and Jazmin 
McNair, and was honored by his peers in Group 70 with the Distinguished Leadership Award 
for the Masters of Strategic Leadership program. The award aligns with Everetts’ drive for 
achievement in the classroom and as a cycling enthusiast. 

Everetts is a rider with a vision. He excels through the challenges of cycling and seeks to 
accomplish what he set out to do — a commitment to achieving his goals.

HEALTHY HAWK: 
Tom Everetts — 

A Cyclist With a Vision
By Kate Merz ’14

Heart Walk

Corporate Challenge

Lunch & Learn

Everetts, McLeod, McNair, Robinson

Operation Iraqi Freedom
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Class of 1954 60th Reunion Photo — The 
last high school graduation class of Roberts 
Wesleyan: (L. to R.) Dale Leham, Anna 
Mae (Chatterton) Stevens, Alice (Morton) 
McFarlane, Barbara (Roushey) Reber, Friend 
Williams.

James H. Dove ’67 was installed as an Ordained Elder 
at Lowcountry Presbyterian Church on Jan. 11, 2015. 
In this new position, Dove will oversee all printed 
material, the website and Facebook. Dove will also 
write a spiritual article for the Lowcountry Presbyterian 
Light, a monthly informational brochure for members 
and friends of the church. The website can be viewed at 
lowcountrypres.org.

Nina M. (Herne) Walsh ’68 moved from Burlington, ON, to Forth Worth, Texas, 
two years ago to be near her son, daughter-in-law and three grandchildren. 
She’s working on a book based on her great-grandfather’s diary as a Civil War 
Union soldier. Nina also publishes a blog — Deciphering Life, sharing from 
her personal experiences.

Noel A. Beers ’69 retired on Nov. 1, 2014, from Sharon Tube Co. after 27 
years of service. Beers lives in Sharon, PA, and enjoys spending time with his 
four children and 17 grandchildren.

Shirley J. (Einfeldt) Kraus ’69 serves as a school nurse at North Plainfield 
High School in New Jersey.

Lynn A. Hersey ’78 serves as an adjunct professor at Oral Roberts University 
in Tulsa, OK. 

David W. Bovard ’81 retired as deputy chief U.S. probation officer on Nov. 
30, 2014, after serving for 23 years with U.S. Probation and Pretrial Services 
of the Western District of New York.

Jim Drew ’82 released his 10th CD “Perspective Shift.”  Jim is a well-seasoned 
vocalist and acoustic guitar player. With world-class players/musicians Tony 
Harper and Phil Keaggy on guitars and Emedin Rivera on percussion, the 
album title came from a friend who said that “there was a shift in the songs, 
looking at things from a different angle/perspective in how to approach this 
God we believe in ...” It’s an approach of joyful celebration and praise. It can 
be purchased on iTunes.

Janette R. Buhl ’83 works as a sleep nurse practitioner at Valley Sleep Center 
in Mesa, AZ. 

Paula (Harff) Lomas ’83 M.A.S., R.N. CCRP was named 
director of clinical communications for the National 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation in Warminster, PA.

David M. Proffitt ’84 recently accepted the position of director/corporate 
relations USA for Compassion International. The organization has 28 
offices in 26 countries and he serves as a child advocate for children against 
poverty. Proffitt lives in Chesapeake, VA, with his wife, Victoria, and their 
three children.

David M. Gerlach ’85 was chosen by Lincoln College 
in Lincoln, IL, as its 22nd president.  He began his new 
position on June 15. Gerlach graduated from SUNY 
Canton in 1983 and worked at the college for more than 
30 years, including his role as vice president overseeing 
the alumni and college foundation offices.  

Suzanne (Dechsle) Feuerherm ’89 In December, 
Flower City Habitat for Humanity announced hiring 
Feuerherm as administrative assistant. Formerly a 
bookkeeper for a local manufacturer, she is a pianist, 
playing organ and keyboard at churches such as Ogden 
Baptist and Adams Basin United Methodist. She, along 
with her husband and daughter, resides in Brockport, 
NY.

Trevor S. Hamilton ’91 welcomed Joel Michael David Hamilton in May. 

Kevin S. Bockus ’91 was promoted to director of pastoral care at Penn 
Highlands Healthcare in DuBois, PA., after serving as a staff chaplain for 
more than seven years. 

Krista R. (Trudgeon) Rosen ’94 married Jonathon 
Rosen at the Elks at Bass Rocks in Gloucester, 
MA, on Oct. 13, 2013. Krista’s mother, Connie, 
escorted her down the aisle and her brother, Kerry 
Trudgeon, performed the ceremony.

Annasheril H. Santos ’95 received a Master Naturalist Certification in May 
2014. 

David G. Harp ’96, a 2003 Northeastern Seminary graduate, M. Div., recently 
accepted the executive director position at Agape Counseling Associates in 
Rochester, NY.

Vanessa L. (Hamilton) Percival ’97 married Todd Percival on Aug. 22, 2014, 
in Stoney Creek, ON, Canada.

Dana L. Arcega ’97 recently visited extended family in Manila, Philippines.  
Her husband, two of her children and several family members joined her on 
the trip. 

Deborah R. (Jakubowski) Adams ’98 accepted a job as an enrollment 
specialist at Virginia College in Chattanooga, TN.

James G. Granger ’01 completed an associate degree in business 
administration from Cayuga Community College and finished an associate 
degree in social science humanities. He is currently enrolled in the Masters 
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Blending her love of nursing with carefully 
honed business acumen, Jane Shukitis ’78 finds 
her new position as president and CEO of Visiting 
Nurse Service of Rochester and Monroe County 
and Finger Lakes Visiting Nurse Service as the 
perfect capstone to a fulfilling career in health care.

“Health care, and home care in particular, is a 
very challenging business — even more so now 
during this time of payment and delivery system 
reform,” Shukitis says. “It takes every ounce of 
leadership skill to balance the required business 
and financial imperatives with the unwavering 
commitment to excellent care. We must have 
both to be successful, and it’s an exciting and 
invigorating challenge. I love a challenge.”

It has been less than two months since Shukitis 
took the reins at VNS, a Medicare-certified unit of 
the University of Rochester Medical Center with 
a $60 million annual budget and 900 employees 
who serve 13,000 patients each year. Services 
include home health care in a variety of programs 
designed to help people live independently. 

LONG EXPERIENCE
Shukitis, who succeeded longtime VNS president 
and CEO Victoria Hines, previously was senior 
vice president of long-term and post-acute-care 
services with Rochester Regional Health System. 
Before the merger of Unity Health System and 
Rochester General Health System that created 
RRHS, she was in charge of Unity home care 
organizations. While in her new post only a short 
time, Shukitis is clear about her top priority and her 
affinity for it.

“The best part is always about the people: the 
people we are entrusted to provide care to and 
the people who provide the care,” she says. “One 
of the most important parts of my job is providing 
the resources, environment and support the staff 
need to allow them to excel at providing the best 
possible care to our patients.”

“It’s more than a job. It’s a calling,” she says. 
“You have to have comfort with autonomy and 
a passion for caring for people. It’s not the age or 
the demographic but the heart of the person that 
makes a good home care worker.”

PERSONAL QUALITIES
Helping others reach their full potential is a 
trait one of her colleagues most admires about 
Shukitis. Amanda Teugeman worked with 
Shukitis at the Edna Tina Wilson Living Center, a 
nursing home affiliate of RRHS. 

“I reported to Jane for two years, and she promoted 
me from assistant administrator to administrator,” 
Teugeman says. “She sees potential in people and 
she fosters their growth. She did that for me.”

Her personal touch is noted by another colleague, 
Ann Marie Cook, president and CEO of Lifespan 
of Greater Rochester Inc. Cook and Shukitis 
have worked together on several aging service 
committees in the region over nearly two decades, 
and Shukitis serves on Lifespan’s board.

“Jane has a unique way of understanding all 
these systems in long-term care,” Cook says. 
“She asks the right questions. Her knowledge of 
aging is very valuable. She is such a value in our 
community.”

FAMILY INFLUENCE
Strength and determination are characteristics 
Shukitis believes she gained from her parents. 
She grew up in the town of Huntington on Long 
Island, with three sisters and a brother. Her 
father, John Cooney, a man she describes as a 
gregarious Irishman who was smart, funny and 
loved his family, died while she was a senior in 
high school.

This led Shukitis to rethink her plan to attend 
Houghton College, where she was accepted as 
a violin major. She stayed home for a year to be 
with her mother, Joan Cooney Williams, who 
Shukitis describes as an incredibly strong woman 
who has had a lifelong influence on her. Shukitis’ 
mother was widowed at age 44 with five children 
but never wavered in her resolve to raise them 
on her own. 

One of her sisters encouraged Shukitis to try 
nursing. She enrolled at Roberts Wesleyan 
College and earned a bachelor of science in 
nursing degree. She loved bedside nursing but 
found she wanted more.

“I had the opportunity to move into management. 
One of my first responsibilities was to convert 
an acute-care wing of what was then Park Ridge 
Hospital to an alternate level of care unit for long-
term-care patients waiting for a nursing home 
bed,” Shukitis recalls. “I discovered that I loved 
the project management and business side of 
health care. I knew from that point on that health 
care administration was where I wanted to spend 
my career.”

GROUNDED IN FAITH
Another strong influence on Shukitis is her 
faith. She attended Holy Family High School in 
Huntington, continuing on to a Christian college, 
and today she is very active in her church, 
Aldersgate United Methodist in Greece, where 
she is a member of the contemporary worship 
team. She lends her talents with the violin and 
sings as well.

Shukitis also has taken part in Christian ministry 
with her husband, George. The couple, married 
for 36 years, is active in United Marriage 
Encounter, a ministry to build strong marriages.
The couple has two grown children who still live 
in the Rochester area. 

Reflecting on the values that have shaped her 
life and what ultimately means the most to her 
now, Shukitis says she has distilled her list to six: 
integrity, honesty, accountability, caring about 
people, collaboration and communication.

“If I had to pick just one, it would be integrity,” she 
says. “Living with integrity is the most important 
thing to me. It is grounded in my Christian faith, 
which is ultimately the foundation of my life.”

HEALTHY HAWK: Jane Shukitis ’78 — 
CEO Embraces Her New Challenge
At Visiting Nurse Service, Shukitis ’78 runs a $60 million  
home care operation with 900 employees

By The Rochester Business Journal
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By LORI GABLE

Blending her love of nursing with care-
fully honed business acumen, Jane 
Shukitis finds her new position as 

president and CEO of Visiting Nurse Ser-
vice of Rochester and Monroe County and 
Finger Lakes Visiting Nurse Service as the 
perfect capstone to a fulfilling career in 
health care. 

“Health care, and home care in particu-
lar, is a very challenging business—even 
more so now during this time of payment 
and delivery system reform,” Shukitis says. 
“It takes every ounce of leadership skill to 
balance the required business and financial 
imperatives with the unwavering commit-
ment to excellent care. We must have both 
to be successful, and it’s an exciting and 
invigorating challenge. I love a challenge.”

It has been less than two months since 
Shukitis took the reins at VNS, a Medicare-
certified unit of the University of Roches-
ter Medical Center with a $60 million an-
nual budget and 900 employees who serve 
13,000 patients each year. Services include 
home health care in a variety of programs 
designed to help people live independently.

The VNS service area covers seven 
counties: Monroe, Livingston, Ontario, 

CEO embraces her new challenge
At Visiting Nurse Service, Jane Shukitis runs a $60 million home care operation with 900 employees

Photo by Kimberly McKinzie

 

Reprinted with permission of the Rochester Business Journal.
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Cameron M. Baker ’12 and Emily welcomed their second son on Sep. 25, 
2014. Carter joins big brother Cameron. 

Molly M. (Stokes-Riner) Kotarski ’12 and Dale 
welcomed Helena Mae in August 2014. 

Kayleigh Shamp ’13 is the assistant director/lead pre-k teacher at Crayon 
Campus, part of Inspire! Child Care. She helps develop and implement a 
pre-k curriculum in accordance with the Pittsford Central School District.

Taylor M. Harding ’13  is a music teacher at School 45 in the Rochester City 
School District, teaching general music and chorus.

Savana R. Huffman ’13 is an adjunct instructor for St. John Fisher College in 
the Wegmans School of Nursing. She works as a registered nurse at Rochester 
General Hospital.

Maureen K. Male ’13 works as the family and programs coordinator at the 
central New York branch of Camp Good Days and Special Times. 

Victoria Q. (Wilcox) Blatt ’13 married Kevin Blatt on Aug. 2, 2014.

2015 Alpha Sigman Lambda Honor 
Society — Tau Lambda Chapter 
Inductees: BHA 8 Sandy Ferguson; BHA 
9 Dana Bisnet; CJA 1 Liza Dann, Crystal 
Terry; OL 28 Colleen Gauthier; OL 29 
Jody Parry, Brian Schneider; OM 170 
William DiPaulo, Kathleen E. Nagle-
Roides; OM 171 Bethany Cortes, Joshua 

Reindl, Cynthia Schoen;  OM 172 Mark Witt; OM 173 Susan Vasas; PTT 7 
Wayne Phillips, Tina Pritchard, Janivette Rivera; PTT 8 David Prevosti, 
Stacy Sabin.

of English program at SUNY Oswego. He recently placed second nationally 
in justice administration and was a national finalist for business law at the 
Phi Beta Lambda Future Business Leaders of America national conference.

Derek M. Spink ’03 and Rachel (James) Spink ’06 
welcomed a daughter, Isabel Mary, in April 2015. 

Lisa Malek-Renfer ’04 serves as a juvenile justice mental health coordinator 
working with Probation and Family Court to ensure that behavioral health 
and developmental issues are considered and addressed.

Kristi A. (Rivenburg) Stever ’04 was nominated for 2015 Technology 
Woman of the Year Award by Digital Rochester Inc. She was recognized 
for her sustained contributions to the technology profession, contributions 
advancing the status and opportunities for women in technology, and 
contributions to the community.

Jennifer A. (Holmes) Conti ’04 married Michael Conti on 
July 19, 2014.

Ian A. Lane ’04 recently started a new position at 
Bloomberg Media as the brand strategist for global media 
marketing.  Lane is also working on a thesis for a master’s 
in strategic communications from Columbia University, 
which Lane expects to complete in the fall of 2015.

Stacie L. (Brownhill) Collins ’05 married Matthew Collins on June 15, 2012.

Holly M. (DePriest) Grimley ’05, her husband, Timothy, and daughter Olivia 
welcomed Nathaniel John Grimley on March 7, 2015.

Ariana K. (Duncan) D’Angelo ’05 and Brian T. D’Angelo ’07 welcomed their 
first son, Rowan Duncan, in April 2015. 

Carrie E. George ’05 was recognized for her line of handmade clutches, 
totes and handbags, which she sells through a virtual shop in downtown 
Rochester NY. 

Kristin L. (Mekjean) Acker ’05 married on Oct. 10, 2010, and resides in 
Buffalo, NY.

Christopher J. Savage ’05 was named the Dayton Police Department’s Officer 
of the Year in 2014. He also received the Joseph T. Cline Award on July 3, 
2014, for displaying excellence and dedication to public service. 

Stephanie D. (Owen) Savage ’06, RN, received the prestigious Daisy Award 
for Extraordinary Nursing for her hard work at Kettering Medical Center in 
Dayton, OH.

Thomas G. Pritchard ’06 and Norah Pritchard welcomed their daughter, Isla, 
in April 2015. Jackson was born in July 2009 and James in March 2011. 

Laura L. (Colon) Asad ’06 married Saleem Asad on Oct. 27, 2013. She is a 
flight attendant with JetBlue Airways.

Melissa S. (Neault) Dunkelberg ’06 and her husband, Cory, welcomed their 
first child, Nathan Christopher, in December 2014. 

Katrina (Hein) Vala ’06 is married and lives in 
Maryland with her husband. 

Adrienne J. Wiswell ’07 is a graphic designer and marketing assistant at 
St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center in Utica, NY. She recently created the new 
corporate identity mark and branding strategy for Mohawk Valley Health 
System, the major healthcare provider in Utica and the surrounding area.  

Logan C. Geen ’07 was admitted to the NYS Bar this spring 
and subsequently named an associate with Hodgson Russ 
in Buffalo. He represents healthcare providers in a variety 
of regulatory and corporate matters, including Medicare 
and Medicaid reimbursement, STark and anti-kickback 
compliance, managed care contracting, HIPAA concerns 
and health law transactions. 

Gwendolyn L. Kelliher-Gibson ’08 welcomed daughter Violet Ann in 
November 2014 with husband Matthew.

Lindsay J. Harnish ’08 recently returned from a year working in Liberia 
and now manages the economic development portfolio for an international 
development/women’s rights nonprofit organization in Washington, DC.  
She manages all programs for female business and political leaders in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. She also volunteers as a mentor/career counselor 
for undergraduate students at two Washington, DC, consortium universities.

Jessica S. Fisher ’08, received her M.Div. from Wesley Theological Seminary 
(Washington, DC) in May 2015 and continues as a candidate in the ordination 
process of the Presbyterian Church (USA).

Renee N. (Hewett)  Alexander ’08 married Michael D. 
Alexander on March 14, 2015.    

Leah R. (Stacy) Wayner ’08 married Pete Wayner on Sept. 28, 2013. She is 
the community editor with POST Rochester. Previously, she was the editor-
in-chief at 585 Magazine.

{ A L U M N I   T O D A Y }  at Roberts

Amanda (Caton) Mara ’09 married Josh Mara on 
Oct. 11, 2014, in Des Moines, IA. They are living 
at their new home in North Liberty, IA., with their 
dog, Winston. Amanda is enrolled in the Doctor of 
Nursing Practice in Nursing Anesthesia program at 
the University of Iowa.

Daisy A. (Rivera-Algarin) Spencer ’09 married Chad Spencer ’09  
Nov. 9, 2013.

Kevin A. Saff ’09 is director of senior housing at Lutheran 
Social Services in Jamestown, NY.

Denise L. Calarco ’09 was recently promoted to program director, parking 
services at Monroe Community College.

Joanna (Stewart) Poag ’10 studied under Richard Hirsch 
before earning a master’s degree in ceramic sculpture 
from Rochester Institute of Technology’s School of 
American Crafts in 2013. Her recent 8-foot-long, 2-foot-
wide installation in the “Makers & Mentors” exhibition 
at Rochester Contemporary Art Center included some 
70 individual clay components strung from the ceiling. 
The negative space was as much a part of the work as 
the tangible pieces.

James M. Holt ’10 received an M.A. in 
pastoral counseling from Liberty University 
and is lead pastor at New Hope Community 
Church Potsdam, NY.

Charlyn C. Elliott ’10 is the owner and designer at Studio E, a multimedia 
studio in downtown Rochester. 

Donna M. Matteson ’11 welcomed a baby boy in April.

Andrew K. Saff ’11 was promoted to store team leader at 
Target in Horseheads, NY.

Kayla R. (Saff) Orbaker ’12 married Colton Orbaker ’13 
(Adolescent Education-Spanish) on Oct. 4, 2014, at the 
Falconer Methodist Church in Falconer, NY.

10s

HAVE NEWS AND  
PHOTOS TO SHARE? 

We want to hear about you and your family! 
Visit www.roberts.edu/UpdateUs to be 
featured in the next issue of Roberts Today!



48 49SUMMER 2015ROBERTS TODAY 

{ A L U M N I   T O D A Y }  at Roberts

In Memoriam
Roberts Wesleyan College offers 
condolences to the families of the 
following Roberts alumni and friends 
who have passed away.

Bethavery Victoria Voller
Former First Lady
Former first lady and friend, Voller passed away on April 18, 2015. 
As the wife of President Dr. Elwood A. Voller, she served as first 
lady for 11 years and was the Advisor to the Ellen Stowe Society 
from 1957-1968. Her dedication to education and hospitality 
were exemplary by serving with both grace and dignity.

She was born in Flint, Michigan, to Varian and Ruth Smith and 
is survived by daughters Cheryl Trepus ’66 (Martin ’67) and 
Carolee Hamilton ’69 (David ’68), by her sister-in-law Ruth Smith 
McLachlan ’38 (Angus), and by grandchildren Kendra Luna, 
Kristen Joseph (Anil), Mark Hamilton (Amy), Laura Wagner ’01 
(Pete) and Kevin Trepus. Her husband, Ellwood A. Voller, her 
parents and her brother, Roderick Smith, preceded her in death. 

As the president’s wife of Roberts Wesleyan College from 1957 to 1968, her dedication to education and 
hospitality were exemplary. She was also devoted to her church community and was an active member of 
Pearce Memorial FMC (1957-1968). Beth invested herself fully in family and life-long friendships, creating a 
rich legacy of Christ-centered service, joy and faithfulness. A celebration of her life was held at Spring Arbor 
Free Methodist Church. The Voller family remains in the hearts and prayers of the Roberts community.

Dean Beguhl ’60 
Long-time colleague and friend, Dean (Music Education) passed away on 
May 24, 2015.  Dean, and his wife, Norma (Smith) ’59, were active members 
of the Roberts campus for many years. While a student at Roberts, Dean 
represented the College, traveling as a member of the Roberts Heralds 
Quartet.  Dean also worked for Roberts from 1982 to 1990 as Director of 
Planned Giving & Church Relations. All three of Dean and Norma’s children 
are Roberts alumni:  Peter ’86, Lori (Claussen) ’88 and Kenneth ’90.  

Future Redhawks    
Abigail Mae Sage — April 2014
Heather Sage-Hartery ’01 and Tom Hartery

Helena Mae Kotarski — August 2014
Molly (Stokes-Riner) ’12 and Dale Kotarski

Violet Ann Kelliher-Gibson — November 2014
Gwendolyn (Kay) ’08 and Matthew Kelliher-Gibson

Nathan Christopher Dunkelberg — December 2014
Melissa (Neault) ’06 and Cory Dunkelberg

Olivia Grimley — March 2015
Holly (DePriest) ’05 and Timothy Grimley

Isabel Mary Spink — April 2015
David ’03 and Rachel (James) ’06 Spink

Isla Pritchard — April 2015
Tom ’06 and Norah (Scalzo) Pritchard

Rowan Duncan D’Angelo — April 2015
Brian ’07 and Ariana (Duncan) ’05 D’Angelo

Joel Michael David Hamilton — May 2015
Trevor ’91 and Tanya (Paris) Hamilton

Jackson Thomas Niebel — December 2014
Justin ’06 and Erin Niebel
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G{GIFT ANNUITY} at Roberts                              

STABLE INCOME 
Identical payments on a regular schedule

SPECIAL SAVINGS
Tax deduction and tax-favored income

SPLENDID RATES 
Higher rates of return than many other options 

SOLID BACKING
Underwritten by Roberts assets

SUPERB RESULTS
Roberts receives a monetary benefit

For free information about rates and other benefits of a Roberts Gift Annuity, call  
800-777-4792,  email plannedgiving@roberts.edu or visit Roberts.edu/plannedgiving.

ALUMNI AUTHORS

EVERETT J. AND LOUISE B.  
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
 
Everett (October 24, 1930 – February 4, 2015) 
and Louise (January 30, 1929 – September 28, 
2014) Campbell believed in the transformative 
power of liberal arts education and devoted their 
careers to its advancement. In recognition of 

their years of service at Roberts Wesleyan College, this new endowed scholarship has 
been established. Friends, co-workers and classmates are invited to give toward this 
scholarship.  

Please call the Office of Planned Giving at 585-594-6505 or email at plannedgiving@
roberts.edu for more details.

Beverly Mae (Reed) ’55 Stevens  
October 2, 2014

Ernest R. Babel ’63 
October 17, 2014

Shirley Ruth (Barber) ’59 Altoft  
October 30, 2014

Deborah Jean (Wallace) ’74 Mackmer   
December 22, 2014

Hadrian B. Lechner (Friend)  
December 23, 2014

Thomas J. Petro ’67 
December 27, 2014

Julia A. (Lawton) ’63 Tait  
January 16, 2015

Everett James Campbell ’58 
February 4, 2015

Naomi Eilene (Rutter) ’44 Carey  
February 11, 2015

John A. Wheeler ’58 
February 11, 2015

Ruth Service ’39 
February 18, 2015

Terence Dean Kaufman ’07 
February 25, 2015

Evelyn M. (Hancock) ’47 Clark 
March 9, 2015

Ellen Pauline (Beck) ’57 Garner 
March 16, 2015

Kristie Rush (Friend)  
March 17, 2015 

Robert L. Billings ’70 
March 26, 2015 

Roger Allyn Hill ’71
March 26, 2015

Carol Sue Foreman ’70 
April 2, 2015

Peter J. Ortiz ’52 
April 14, 2015

Rev. Harold “Rusty” Thomas ’72 
April 15, 2015

Arnold W. Cook ’41 
May 7, 2015

Dean Dale Beguhl ’60 
May 24, 2015

George Field (Friend)  
June 26, 2015

Alexandria “Lexi” LaBorie ’10
July 11, 2015

Alfreda Brown ’94

Word Up (2013)

Word Up displays the realities in life, depicting the signs of the times 

through headline events, as well as what happens in the home, on the 

job or in social gatherings. Life can be a struggle. There are pros and 

cons in the ways that we deal with what is happening around us and, 

most importantly what happens inside of us. There is healing in Word 

Up as you read the Word of God that is so deeply embedded.

Charles W. Schaefer ’64 

First Century Christianity in the Twenty-First Century (2013) 

With imperatives constraining us from across two millennia, no 

justification can possibly be offered for the massive failure of our 

churches to judge themselves, especially in view of their readiness to 

judge other churches and the world outside.  Only if we rediscover the 

sacredly imposed humility of self-judgment does revitalization await us. 

Mountain Apocalypse: The Sermon on the Mount Restored (2015)

This book takes up a loving restoration of the Sermon on the Mount to its 

central position in the salvation of the human soul. 

Banke Awopetu-McCullough ’08

Always Want More (2014)

Always Want More shines a light on the author’s daily struggles and 

triumphs as a black educator in Rochester. Her experiences as both a 

student and teacher with the Rochester City School District gave her 

a unique perspective that has never before been told from a teacher’s 

point of view.

EVELYN LUTZ  
NURSING SCHOLARSHIP

The College of Nursing is pleased to announce the new Evelyn 
Lutz Nursing Scholarship for Roberts Wesleyan College 
nursing students.  This endowed scholarship was established 
by the generous planned gift made by the late Ms. Lutz.  Her 
gift was over $1.7 million. 

Evelyn was a resident of Webster, NY.  She was a retired nurse 
anesthetist and was a member of the Webster Presbyterian 
Church.  
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REDHAWKS AROUND THE WORLD

editor@roberts.edu

#WheresReggie

RobertsWesleyanAlumni

#WheresReggie
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FOR WHEN YOU TAKE FLIGHT!

Snap a picture with this page! Just tear it off and take Reggie the Redhawk with you on your next 
big trip, family holiday or out-of-country adventure. We will spotlight you in our new feature called 
“Redhawks Around the World.”  

Please include your photo, full name, class year and a description of where the photo was taken.

SHARE YOUR PHOTO!

{ A L U M N I   T O D A Y }  at Roberts

#WHERESREGGIE

Allison Boudrias ’15 — New Zealand Byron Hymphrey  ’69 — Holguin Cuba Airport Dana (Scott) Arcega ’97  
and family — Philippines

Dr. Clfton Armstrong ’82 and The Rev. Grove 
Armstrong ’53 — Puerto Rico

Justine (Bennett) Bellandi ’08 — Copenhagen Jessica (Garrison) Sherman ’05 and Corky 
(Smith) Murphy ’72  — Romania

Senior Cruise ’15 — Bahamas Keith McDivitt ’79, Carol McDivitt ’79, Matt Walter ’08, 
Cindy Walter ’80 — British Virgin Islands
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