
Celebrating Golden Memories and     
   Golden Opportunities in Athletics 
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GThere’s a certain kind of student who makes Roberts Wesleyan College such a special 

place. They know they have a message to share and a well of inner strength they have yet 
to fully discover. 

Perhaps you’re one.

                 If you have boundless energy but might not know how to harness it.  

                                       If you have lofty goals but need a path by which to achieve them.

        If you want to accelerate your learning to match the speed of your life.

If you’re seeking higher education with a higher purpose, welcome to

roberts.edu/higherlearning
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The quote above comes from Dr. Wayne Clugston’s 
comments at the dedication of the new Crothers 
Clock Tower.  This fabulous new addition to 
our campus is a tribute both to the outstanding 
leadership of Dr. and Mrs. Bill and Rilla Crothers 
and to the remarkable generosity of Dr. and Mrs. 
Wayne ‘61 and Linda ‘62 (Williams) Clugston.  
More deeply, the clock tower is a tribute to the 
faithfulness of God whose “grace and redemptive 
purposes” have been evident on this campus for 
nearly 150 years.  

One dimension of our shared history is the 
important role that athletics have played at 
Roberts Wesleyan College.  Athletic competition 
has long been a valued part of our life together, 
as we strive to develop well-rounded graduates.   
Through disciplined practice, skill-building and 
competition, we are trained and equipped to 
live better, healthier lives. Like most colleges, 
we prize excellence in all of our pursuits — 
including athletics. 

C.S. Lewis wrote: Aim at heaven and you will get 
earth ‘thrown in.’ Aim at Earth and you get neither. 
Athletics can become merely a way of glorifying 
individuals and human prowess – aiming at 
earth.  What does it look like for an athlete to 
“aim at heaven?”    

One of the highlights of this past summer and 
fall was watching one of our alumni become a 
gold-medal Olympian. Jenn Suhr vaulted into 
air, and into athletic history, setting records and 
wowing fans around the world. She has become 
our most famous alumnus, accepting her victory 
with grace, character and generosity. Jenn has 
publicly acknowledged her Christian faith and 
the Roberts community that helped her and her 
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CORRECTIONS
Summer 2012 issue of Roberts Today -

The Table of Contents on Page 2 contained incorrect page 
numbers. All the numbers were off by 10 digits. The online 
version has been updated.

A photo and caption of William Hays was displayed on  
Page 13 instead of Steven Hays. The content of the article is  
in reference to Steven. All parties have been notified and  
online versions have been corrected. 

A photo of Wesley Skinner Jr. was displayed on Page 24 instead  
of Wesley Skinner Sr. The Skinner family has been notified. 
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All days, past and  
         future, exist as part  
of God’s grace and  
  redemptive purposes.

husband, Rick, commit themselves to living for 
Christ. To us, Jenn’s story is more than incredible 
athletic success; it is a perfect illustration of our 
goal to aim higher — to aim at Heaven — and to 
glorify God in all we do. 

Our Athletic Department, as much as our 
Department of Religion and Philosophy, is 
committed to the College’s mission: to prepare 
thoughtful, spiritually mature, service-oriented 
people who will help transform society. I am 
thrilled that we can share in these pages some 
of our athletic stories — where we’ve been, and 
the ways we are growing — particularly the new 
arenas for competition with the move to NCAA 
Division II competition. 

Success in these areas is a lofty goal. Now, 
more than ever, our perseverance and training 
are crucial. May we be inspired to keep aiming 
higher, and inspire our students to do the same. 
And may all the glory go to the Lord of Heaven 
and Earth.

On a personal note, Kathryn and I have informed 
the Board that we will be finishing our service 
at Roberts Wesleyan College and Northeastern 
Seminary at the end of the 2013-14 school year. 
At that time we will have completed a total of 
eighteen years at the College, twelve of them in 
the Presidential Office. More will be said about 
this in a future issue of Roberts Today.

John A. Martin
President
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hAppy new yeAr

With each New Year, many of 
us desire to reach higher by 
obtaining new personal goals.  
Whatever that aspiration is, it 
ignites new hope, new vision and, 
in the end, courage to raise the 
bar. Many times a new goal comes 
by way of reflection on the past 
— we look back to who we were 
and where we were, then we ask, 
“Where do we want to go?” With 
new goals come discipline, focus 
and endurance.

This is certainly true for athletes. They test their limits and demonstrate 
perseverance. Even the best athletes overcome difficulties to achieve 
their dreams. Their lives inspire and motivate others, like two-time 
Olympic medalist Jenn Suhr ’04 (Page 18), who exemplifies what it 
means to reach higher, and Charlie Canon (Page 28), who made endless 
strides against all odds. Whether it is international or right here at 
home, athletes have an impact that is beyond measure.  

At Roberts, we created a new opportunity to share the impact that our 
students and alumni are having in their communities and the world by 
launching Roberts Today Online at Roberts.edu/RobertsToday. Watch 
for references in this issue to read and learn more by visiting us online, 
and please be sure to visit us there throughout the year.

As we move forward into this new year, may each of us be inspired 
by the stories enclosed — to reach new heights, stretch beyond our 
boundaries and be called to a higher purpose. 

Kate Merz
Editor

3    

6    

10  

16

18

22

26

28

32

{ F rom  t h e  P r e s i d e n t }

{ C a m P us  t oday } at Roberts

{ t wo  s C h o ol s    t wo  d e a ns }

{ C a m P us  t oday } at Northeastern

{ G ol d e n  G l ory } Jenn Suhr ’04

{ r e d h aw k s  t oday } at Roberts

{ s P ort s  h i st ory } at Roberts

{ s P ort s  a n d  Fa i t h } at Roberts

{ a lu m n i  t oday } at Roberts

in this issue

|

Due to space limitations, the College reserves the right to edit 
submissions for space and content. We will determine the most 
appropriate media, print or online, to share your news.  Please submit 
news items to editor@roberts.edu



6 RobeRts today 
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hOnOrinG the hAnds  
Of Our pAst, present  
And future
 
Dedicated on September 29, the Crothers 
Clock Tower, in honor of Dr. and Mrs. Bill 
and Rilla Crothers, is our newest addition 
to the Roberts Wesleyan College campus. 
The Crothers served together on our campus 
during Bill’s presidency from 1981 to 2002. Dr. 
and Mrs. Wayne ’61 and Linda ’62 (Williams) 
Clugston  gave a significant donation toward 
the clock tower to honor the Crothers. 

To view a photo gallery and watch a time-
lapse video of the clock tower being built, visit 
Roberts.edu/ClockTower.

homeCominG 2012

GO Online fOr A full hOMeCOMinG reCAp! 

Roberts.edu/homecoming

On Friday, November 9, Gates Police 
Chief David DiCaro and Lieutenant 
James Van Brederode stopped by 
campus to present Roberts Wesleyan 
College  student Tyler Pratt, of Bergen, 
with a letter of commendation from 
the police department. As an intern 
with the Gates police force, Pratt 
demonstrated a calm demeanor and 
willingness to help while rendering 
aid to an unresponsive male.

tyler prAtt  
eArns letter Of  
COMMendAtiOn

Lieutenant James Van Brederode, Chief 
of Police David DiCaro and Roberts 
Wesleyan senior Tyler Pratt.

leAdership breAkfAst: ChristOpher C. bOOth  
presented On heAlth CAre refOrM

Excellus BlueCross BlueShield President and Chief Operating Officer Christopher C. Booth was the keynote speaker 
at Roberts Wesleyan’s Leadership Breakfast on Friday, November 9.

His presentation addressed the impact of upcoming changes in health care and health coverage resulting from the 
federal Affordable Care Act. The health care reform law has had many implications for consumers, health care 
providers, and employers both large and small. Excellus BCBS, headquartered in Rochester, N.Y., is upstate New 
York’s largest nonprofit health care coverage provider, with approximately 1.9 million members.

Booth oversees The Lifetime Healthcare Companies, a $6.2 billion not-for-profit holding company that finances and 
delivers health care. The corporation employs more than 6,500 people across upstate New York through its health 
plan and affiliated companies.
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new stAff hires 
And trAnsfers

JP Anderson (Transfer)
AVP of Undergraduate Admissions

Shetara Bouie
Admissions Counselor

Richard Burke (Transfer)
Assistant Director of SIS

Laurie Cole (Transfer)
Assistant to the Chaplain

matthew Dearstyne
Circulation & Inter Library 
Loan Supervisor

morgan Dornsife (Transfer)
Director of Roberts Fund

Peter Englert
Director of Admissions, NES

Paul Eschner
Night Custodial

Joshuah Grant
Admissions Counselor

Jason Hammel (Transfer)
Director of Marketing Operations for 
Adult & Graduate Programs

megan Hartman
Manager of Web Experience and 
Marketing Programs

Roger Haskins
Associate Vice President  
of Development

Brendan mcDaniels
Women’s Lacrosse Coach

Tammie myslivecek
Advancement Assistant

Kristen Nielsen
Visit Counselor

Jessica Reid
Evening Supervisor 
B. Thomas Golisano Library

Rachel Schmalfuss
Part-time Trainer

Rebekah Smith
Admissions Counselor

Timothy Smith (Transfer)
Resident Director

Christine Vogt 
Administrative Assistant for the 
Department of Social Work

Dianne Kandt, Assistant Professor of Nursing

•	 A 2011 graduate of the Roberts M.S. in Nursing Education program. B.S., 
Excelsior College.

•	 Served as Adjunct Clinical Nursing Instructor for Roberts – 2011-12 year.

•	 Most recently served as the Executive Director of Aurora House of Western 
Monroe County,  and previously worked at Lakeside Memorial Hospital, 
Lifetime Health Medical Group, Xerox and Strong Memorial Hospital.

Susan Leo, Assistant Professor of Graphic Design

•	 M.F.A. in Computer Graphics Design and B.F.A. in Environmental Design 
from Rochester Institute of Technology.

•	 Since 1998, Sue has run her own design company.  Prior to that, she 
worked for Frontier Cellular, Cellular One, Design Link and Xerox 
Corporation in various marketing and designer roles.

Georgia Lowmaster Csont, Assistant Professor of Nursing (P/T)

•	 M.S. in Nursing from the University of Rochester, a B.S.N. from Metropolitan 
State University and an Associate Degree in Nursing from Anderson 
University.  Completed her Post-Masters Neonatal Nurse Practitioner 
Certificate at Pennsylvania State University and is currently completing the 
Doctor of Nursing Practice program at the University of Rochester.

•	 Georgia has served for the past 14 years as a Neonatal Nurse Practitioner  
at Highland Hospital and, prior to that, at the University of Rochester 
Medical Center.

Patricia myers, Assistant Professor of Nursing

•	 A 2011 graduate of the Roberts M.S. in Nursing Education program.  

•	 Bachelor of Music in Organ Performance from Johns Hopkins University and 
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Keuka College.

•	 Since 2007, Patricia has served as a staff educator and Quality Improvement 
Coordinator for S2AY Rural Health Network in Corning.  Just prior to that, 
she worked for many years for the Finger Lakes Visiting Nurse Service in 
Geneva, N.Y.

Dr. Stanley C. Pelkey II, Dean of the School of Liberal Arts and Sciences,  
and Associate Professor of music

•	 Ph.D. and M.A. in Musicology and an M.A. in European History from the 
University of Rochester.  B.A. in Music History from Asbury College.

•	 Stan comes to us most recently from Michigan, where he served as Associate 
Professor of Music at Western Michigan University and as Director of Music 
at First Presbyterian Church in Battle Creek.  Prior to that, he served as 
Assistant Professor at Gordon College.

new fACulty intrOduCtiOns

Rhonda Sanger, Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities

•	 2012 M.S. in School Psychology from Roberts. B.S. in Psychology,  
SUNY Brockport.

•	 Most recently, Rhonda served as the School Psychology Intern for 
Canandaigua Academy. Prior to that, she served as an intern for the Roberts 
Counseling Center and spent a number of years as the Service Coordinator 
for Ontario ARC, working with individuals with developmental disabilities.
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{ C a m P u s   t o d a y }  at Roberts

Christmas Gala 2012

rOberts enACtus 

After winning their 10th consecutive Regional 
Championship in Cincinnati, Ohio, Roberts Enactus 
(formerly known as SIFE) headed to the National 
Exposition in Kansas City, Miss., in 2012. They 
presented last year’s portfolio of projects in India, 
Guatemala and the 14621 area of Rochester. They 
advanced to the semi-final round of competition 
and were named first runner up in their league, 
placing them in the top eight teams in the nation. 
The team continued to tell a compelling story and 
to point to Christ as the source of their passion.

Jenn suhr GOld 
MedAl tOur

Jenn Suhr delivered on her promise 
to share her Olympic gold medal 
with everyone who encouraged and 
supported her on her journey. In 
September 2012, the Jenn Suhr Gold 
Medal Tour made numerous stops, 
including three pole vault competitions, 
in and around Western New York. 

September 22 – Jenn Suhr Gold Medal 
Celebration, Fredonia, N.Y.

September 28 – Roberts Wesleyan 
College Homecoming Weekend, 
Rochester, N.Y.

September 30 – Buffalo Bills Sunday  
Pre-Game, Buffalo, N.Y. 

Visit Jenn Suhr’s Facebook fan page,  
Facebook.com/Jenn.Suhr, for updates 
on appearances and competitions.

rOberts wesleyAn COlleGe Opens  
extensiOn Center in henriettA

Beginning with the spring 2013 semester, Roberts Wesleyan College now offers adult and 
graduate classes at the College’s new Jefferson Road extension center. A grand opening 
reception was held for visitors, with faculty and students offering insights on Roberts 
Wesleyan’s academic offerings. 
 
“Our primary goal is to offer our adult, professional and graduate students an excellent 
educational program in an accessible format that works with their busy schedules,” said Jack 
Connell, Roberts’ Executive Vice President.  “We are confident that this new location will 
be an optimum learning environment and a thriving extension of our College community.”

Located at 1200 Jefferson Road, the site boasts more than 4,800 square feet, including 
meeting space and five classrooms equipped with state-of-the-art technology. The 
extension center will primarily house classes for the organizational management, health 
administration and strategic leadership programs. 

Roberts.edu/GrowingCampus

John Martin, Kelly Smith,
Assemblyman Harry Bronson

President John Martin with  
Congresswoman Louise Slaughter
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higher education 
    with a higher purpose.

Dr. C. Harold Hurley
Professor of English,  

Literature and Composition

Dr. Rod Bassett
Professor of Psychology

Janice Nagle
Assistant Professor of Piano,  

Pedagory and Theory

35 Years 40 Years 40 Years 

USAF Concert Band and Singing Sergeants
Friday, April 5, 2013
7:30 p.m. – Andrews B. Hale Auditorium

Cirque Zuma Zuma – Saturday, April 20, 2013
7:30 p.m. – Andrews B. Hale Auditorium 

Third Day – Sunday, February 24, 2013
7:00 p.m. – Voller Athletic Center

Women of Ireland – Friday, March 8, 2013
7:30 p.m. – Andrews B. Hale Auditorium

Tickets available now: Roberts.edu/CLC | 585.594.6008

hOwArd stOwe rOberts CulturAl life Center  
upCOMinG perfOrMAnCes

h
 i

 G
 h

 e
 r

  l
 e

 A
 r

 n
 i

 n
 G

 

hiGher leArninG 
rOberts brAnd  
CAMpAiGn

Undoubtedly, there is something different 
about a Roberts education. It is math 
and English, science and music. But it is 
something more. 

For undergraduates, it is learning and 
faith. At Roberts, the two go hand in 
hand. And that knowledge will appeal 
to high school and transfer students 
looking for a community where they 
can celebrate and grow their faith while 
preparing for a career.

For graduate students, it is learning plus 
leadership. At Roberts, we do more than 
educate; we create leaders who give back 
to their professions, their communities 
and their world. 

For firsthand accounts of how Higher 
Learning at Roberts Wesleyan College 
helped prepare current students and 
alumni for personal and professional 
success, visit Roberts.edu/HigherLearning. 

To share your Higher Learning story,  
email Hartman_Meg@Roberts.edu. 

rOberts hOnOred fOr  
eduCAtiOnAl exCellenCe

Roberts Wesleyan College is now featured on CollegesofDistinction.com, a 
website dedicated to honoring schools nationwide for their excellence in 
student-focused higher education.

“Roberts Wesleyan College strives to deliver higher learning with purpose, 
to do more than just educate its students,” said Tyson Schritter, executive 
editor of Colleges of Distinction™.  

Colleges and universities are nominated for participation in Colleges of 
Distinction through high school counselors’ recommendations, as well 

as quantitative research. Once nominated, the colleges are evaluated on 
student engagement, quality of teaching, vibrancy of the college community 
and success of graduates. Schools featured on CollegesofDistinction.com 
must meet minimum standards in each category.

Approximately 93 percent of Roberts Wesleyan’s 2011 graduates were 
employed within seven months of graduation, with 24 percent of graduates 
enrolling in advanced degree programs. 

“We are grateful for this accolade and proud of the numerous rankings 
Roberts Wesleyan College has earned this year,” Roberts Wesleyan College 
President John A. Martin said. “Awards like this are a testament to the 
caliber of our faculty and the excellence of our students.”

CelebrAtinG yeArs Of serviCe
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The School of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
comprises 10 departments:

•	 Biological and Chemical Sciences
•	 Communication
•	 Computer Science, Mathematics & Physics
•	 Criminal Justice
•	 History
•	 Language & Literature
•	 Music & Performing Arts
•	 Psychology
•	 Religion & Philosophy
•	 Visual Arts 

Dr. Stanley C. Pelkey II joined the College in July 
as Dean of the School of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
He also teaches courses in Music History. His 
role allows him a significant opportunity to 
work with faculty and staff to shape the vision, 
identity and operations of The School of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences. He also oversees curricular 

development, professional development, and the 
evaluation of faculty and staff in collaboration 
with department and program leaders.  

“He has particularly impressed us with his vision 
for liberal arts education and his insights about 
new strategies for enhancing student learning and 
faculty growth,” Provost Dr. Robert Zwier said.  

Pelkey has more than 14 years of experience in 
higher education as both a faculty member and 
peer faculty leader. Prior to joining the Roberts 
team, he was an associate professor of music at 
Western Michigan University and chair of the 
academic area in WMU’s School of Music. He 
also served as a professional church organist, 
pianist and ensemble director for 20 years in 
churches in Kentucky, New York, Massachusetts 
and Michigan. 

Trained as an organist, music historian and 
scholar of European history at Asbury University 
and the University of Rochester, Pelkey brings an 
interdisciplinary approach to his teaching, and 
to his research on music and its relationship to 

our wider culture. The same interdisciplinary 
spirit infuses his understanding of the mission of 
higher education. 

“Our goal is to give students the opportunity 
to apply broad thinking skills from multiple 
perspectives while also providing mastery of 
specific content in our distinct disciplines,” he 
said. “The School of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
programs are of the highest quality, and many 
have additional, specialized accreditation from 
state or national accrediting agencies.” 

There’s a certain kind of educator who comes to 
Roberts Wesleyan College. They’re driven to reach 
higher while providing a Christian education in 
this era of change. Every day, students experience 
new social, cultural, economic and technological 
changes, making Roberts’ rigorous, broad and 
Christ-centered education in the sciences, 
humanities, mathematics and the arts more 
important than ever. 

The School of Liberal Arts and Sciences provides 
students with the intellectual, social and 
discipline-specific skills necessary to evaluate 
information, communicate effectively, and 
think critically, creatively and independently. 
At Roberts, the faculty cares about students and 
nurtures them as they seek personal, spiritual and 
professional maturity both inside and outside the 
classroom. Faculty take the time to introduce 
students to an ever-expanding understanding of 
the world as they support them in their pursuit of 
their personal dreams, intellectual passions and 
sense of calling. 

As a musician, Pelkey composes, conducts and 
performs music. As a dean, he arranges, leads 
and directs an ensemble of departments and 
disciplines dedicated to enabling students to 
gain knowledge and wisdom that will prepare 
them for both careers and thoughtful lives  
of service. 

Dr. Stanley C. Pelkey II

•	 Opportunities for synergy among departments 
for interdisciplinary thinking

•	 Visibility for liberal arts, which is at the 
core of the College’s mission

•	 Enhanced recruiting potential for academic 
programs

•	 Focus on teaching, advising and scholarship

G  o  a  l  s   F  o  r   t  h  e           t  w  o   s  C  h  o  o  l  s

sChOOl Of liberAl Arts And  
sCienCes welCOMes new deAn
By Donna McLaren ’99
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The School of Professional Studies comprises  
five departments:

•	 Adult Professional Studies
•	 Business 
•	 Nursing
•	 Social Work
•	 Teacher Education

Dr. David Basinger has served as Dean of the 
School of Professional Studies since 2011, 
bringing 37 years of experience, leadership and 
wisdom to the role.

Basinger began his Roberts career in 1979, having 
joined the faculty after four years at John Wesley 
College in Owosso, Mich. Since then, he has 
amassed a wealth of teaching and administrative 
experience, teaching philosophy and ethics for 
20 years before shifting his focus and vision 
to administrative roles—first as Chair of the 
Division of Religion and Humanities, and later 
as Dean of Faculty and Chair of the Division of 
Teacher Education. 

A basketball player four years at Grace College 
in Nebraska, Basinger brings to his professional 
roles a strong sense of team spirit.  

“I’m very proud of the professional programs we 
offer,” he said. “These programs are of the highest 
quality, with all having state and/or national 
accreditation. I’m even more proud, though, of the 
team associated with these programs. Faculty are, 
without exception, well-prepared academically 
and possess real-life experience related to what 
they are teaching.” 

As a team of educators, the School of Professional 
Studies is committed to the whole student. This 
includes all aspects of students’ lives, not just 
education. 

“Our faculty are very caring and go above and 
beyond to help our students be successful both 
in academics and in life,” Basinger  said. 

Many colleges, Roberts included, offer students 
the technical training to succeed in a variety of 
professions. Basinger believes Roberts’ point 
of differentiation is its emphasis on the whole 
person as a physical, psychological, social, 
rational and spiritual being.  

“We believe that no one method of inquiry or 
verification is the sole route to knowledge and 
that no one set of skills provides sufficiently for a 
life of service and achievement,” he said.  
  
A Roberts professional education presupposes 
the complexity of the world and the diversity 
of human nature, so it augments professional 
training with a solid grounding in aesthetic, 
historic, philosophic and scientific disciplines. 
The result is impressive.  

“Roberts consistently graduates highly skilled 
individuals who have character, communication 
skills and caring spirit to effect a real and 
permanent change in our world,” Basinger said.

Basinger also feels strongly about the need for 
students to be knowledgeable and flexible in the 
changing landscape of education. Today, people 
access information online as part of their daily 
lives, whether they are getting news on the Web, 

communicating to others or learning, and 31 
percent of all students take at least one online 
course. By 2014, 65 percent of all students in the 
United States will have had an online experience 
as part of their education. Roberts is responding to 
the desire for students to learn in this manner by 
offering an increasing number of online programs 
and courses.   

“Students really appreciate the flexibility in both 
place and time that this online learning offers,” 
Basinger said.  “This is an important area for 
growth for the College.”

“As educators,” he said, “we are always looking 
at how we can improve on what we are doing, 
responding to the needs of our students and 
implementing changes in a timely manner.”   

It’s the ability to set objectives and achieve 
them that enables the team at the School of 
Professional Studies to make a difference in the 
lives of students. In the end, students who are 
happy and productive are the No. 1 goal.

A whOle-persOn ApprOACh in the  
sChOOl Of prOfessiOnAl studies

By Donna McLaren ’99

Dr. David Basinger

•	 Collaboration and teamwork between  
the two deans

•	 All faculty and staff are personally 
committed to Roberts Wesleyan College’s 
mission of helping students cultivate the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes that will 
prepare them to be thoughtful, spiritually 
mature, service-oriented people who will 
have a transforming impact on society and 
the world at large

G  o  a  l  s   F  o  r   t  h  e           t  w  o   s  C  h  o  o  l  s
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Dr. Jack Connell has been appointed Executive Vice President of Roberts Wesleyan College. In 
this role, he will supervise the day-to-day activities of all College operations. He will continue 
to oversee the Office of Advancement and External Relations, including leadership of the 
Legacy 150 capital campaign. 

Dr. Connell is a proven leader, and has the full support of the College Cabinet and the Board 
of Trustees.  Roberts is confident he will do a superb job in guiding the work of the other vice 
presidents, and in the daily oversight of this institution.

Congratulations to Dr. Connell on this important appointment!

COnGrAtulAtiOns tO dr. COnnell

dr. dAvid bAsinGer

Dr. David Basinger, Professor of Philosophy, is one 
of four authors of the fifth edition of “Reason and 
Religious Belief,” recently published by Oxford 
University Press. The text is a companion piece 
to another text by the same four authors, titled 
“Philosophy of Religion: Selected Reading,” which is 
in its fourth edition. The books are the most widely 
used philosophy of religion texts in U.S. colleges and 
universities.

dr. russell sCArbrOuGh

Dr. Russell Scarbrough, Adjunct Professor of Jazz 
Studies and Composition, was awarded The American 
Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers’ 
(ASCAP) Plus Award. ASCAP chooses honorees based 
on the “unique prestige of each writer’s catalog of 
original compositions, as well as recent performances 
in areas not surveyed by the society.”

JOhn sChrenker

John Schrenker, Program Director, Heathcare 
Informatics Administration and Assistant Professor, 
Adult Education, recently published “Creating a 
Cross-Functional Team: Taking Meaningful Use 
Beyond Organizational Silos” in the fall 2012 
issue of the Journal of Healthcare Information 
Administration. The article discusses some of the 
challenges health care organizations face when 
developing cross-functional teams to implement 
meaningful use requirements and offers practical 
strategies for overcoming these obstacles.

Dr. Richard Middleton gave the inaugural 
Zenas Gerig Memorial Lecture in September 
at his alma mater, the Jamaica Theological 
Seminary (JTS) in Kingston, Jamaica. The 
lecture, this year titled “How Abraham 
Lost His Son,” honors the founder and first 
president of the seminary. Also in September, 
Dr. Middleton presented a response paper to 
a doctoral student’s research on eschatology 
(2 Peter 3:7-13) at the Graduate Student 
Theological Seminar in Indianapolis, Ind. 

In October, Dr. Middleton spoke on the 
Christian vocation to be God’s image in 
the world at the large group meeting of the 
Columbia Christian Union, a student ministry 
group at Columbia University. Later that 
month, he organized New Voices in Canadian 
Evangelical Theology, the fall theology 
conference of the Canadian Evangelical 
Theological Association (CETA), at Divinity 
College in Hamilton, Ontario. Dr. Middleton 
is president of CETA. 

In November, Dr. Middleton presented a 
paper on the tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9) 
in the Genesis Consultation at the annual 
meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature 
in Chicago, Ill.

dr. riChArd MiddletOn
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nOCturnes finds niChe,  
sAys MusiCAl AMeriCA 

Michael Landrum, Pianist and Professor of Music, 
recently released an album suitably named 
“Nocturnes” under the distinguished Sono Luminus 
label. The two-disc set includes 32 nocturnes by 
31 composers, a collection that Landrum has said 
“just snuck up on” him, as his early love of Chopin 
nocturnes led him to search for and discover more 
nocturnes, many of which are not well known.

The project, which also includes nocturnes by 
Ottorino Respighi, Clara Wieck-Schumann, Cyril 
Scott, Fanny Mendelssohn-Hensel and Alec Rowley, 
is the result of years of collecting by Landrum and 
friends who knew of his passion. Recorded in 2000 
and now just released in 2012, “this CD presents 
this special vision and clarity with magnificent 
variety unexpected while focusing on one genre,” 
said Kara Dahl Russell, blogging for Delmarva 
Public Radio.

Landrum told Edna Landau, essayist for Musical 
America, that he “felt he would be making a 
contribution in his own small way by sharing [his 
nocturne collection] with a larger audience.” 

Indeed, the “larger audience” is receiving the work 
well. Within weeks of its release, “Nocturnes” 
was designated CD Pick of the Week on WETA 
in Washington, D.C., and Album of the Week on 
WQXR in New York City. 

Sono Luminus Managing Director Daniel Shores 
told Musical America his label not only chose to 
sign Landrum but also insisted on a double-disc 
recording because of the “beautiful sound achieved 
by [producer] David Frost and the captivating 
performances of Michael Landrum.”
  
Shores said he “could hear the passion in Landrum’s 
music making and felt it needed to be heard.”

Landrum, with characteristic humility, has said he 
is “stunned that people seem to be interested in my 
little project.” 

Considering “Nocturnes” encapsulates Landrum’s 
characteristically exquisite piano performance 
skills, we’re not surprised at all. Congratulations, 
Dr. Landrum!

CD available at Amazon.com.

dr. Cheryl repAss

Dr. Cheryl Repass, Professor of Psychology, was 
recently quoted as an expert in a story on precocious 
puberty for the national website EverydayHealth.
com. The website receives more than 13 million 
unique visitors per month.

dr. Julie GriMM

Dr. Julie Grimm, Professor of Psychology, has been 
appointed to the Presidential Search Committee for 
the Christian Association for Psychological Studies 
International.

peter pinCus

Adjunct Professor Peter Pincus was featured in the 
October 2012 and December 2012 issues of “Ceramics 
Monthly – Gallery Edition” for his work and process. 
He has also been the recipient of numerous awards, 
including the Juror’s Award from The Clay Cup in 
Columbia, Mo., the Attorney’s Award from Strictly 
Functional Clay National in E. Petersburg, Pa., and 
a first-place award from College Clay Collective at 
Genesee Pottery in Rochester. His work was featured 
in the Faculty Exhibition at the Davison Gallery in 
January 2013.

dr. Jeffrey Grubbs, rOMy hOsfOrd, sCOt bennett

The Department of Visual Arts had a strong presence November 16-18 at the New York State 
Art Teachers Association Conference in Rochester. Dr. Jeffrey Grubbs presented a workshop 
titled “Issues & Theories in Motivating Students,” Assistant Professor Romy Hosford led a 
workshop titled “iPad as a Portable Media Studios in Your Classroom,” and Professor Scot 
Bennett led a workshop titled “Making Japanese Style Hand Bound Journals.” In addition, 
students from the Art Education program served as volunteers and conference participants.

dr. elverA berry

Dr. Elvera Berry presented on two panels November 
15-18 at the National Communication Association 
Convention in Orlando. In tune with the Convention 
theme of “Community,” one examined the discourse 
of community in the socio-political context of public 
life and the other focused on The Classroom: In Search 
of Community. Berry was involved in the Executive 
Council of the Eastern Communication Association 
and was also delighted to encounter several RWC 
graduates, two of whom were presenting papers: 
Dr. Celeste Grayson Seymour (2004) and Penn State 
Ph.D. candidate Bryan Blankfield (2008).
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dr. rOd bAssett

Congratulations to Dr. Rod Bassett on his 
upcoming publication in the Journal of 
Psychology and Christianity: “Seeing in 
a Mirror Dimly: Doing Original Research 
with Undergraduate Students.” Bassett’s 
paper presents a model for successfully 
collaborating with undergraduate students 
while doing original research, the model 
he uses here at Roberts. 

dr. elAine GreGOry And Chris pessAGnO

Dr. Elaine Gregory, Associate Professor of Education and Director of the 
Physical Education Program, and Chris Pessagno, Assistant Professor 
of Physical Education, along with 12 RWC Physical Education majors, 
attended the annual conference of the New York State Association for 
Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance on November 15-16, 
2012. At the conference, Dr. Gregory was awarded the NYSAHPERD 
organization’s “Amazing Person” award in the Higher Education/
Professional Preparation category. RWC students Andrew Follman and 
Vanessa Sell each received recognition as an “Outstanding Major” in 
2012. Congratulations to all!

dr. tAMi sullivAn 

Dr. Sullivan (Assistant Professor of Psychology) presented a workshop 
at the North Atlantic Regional Association of Counselor Educators and 
Supervisors in Niagara Falls. The workshop, titled “Student Psychosocial and 
Behavioral Supports: A National Survey & Implications for School Counselor 
Curriculum,” was based on the data from her doctoral dissertation.
 
Dr. Sullivan and two RWC graduate students in School Counseling, Sarah 
Waller and Sarah Mix, presented at the New York State School Counselor 
Conference. Their workshop was titled “Social Skill Building for Children 
with Autism Using LEGO® Play: School-based Interventions.” This 
presentation introduced the audience to an evidence-based model from Dr. 
Sullivan’s Play Therapy class, where students had facilitated LEGO play 
groups within a community-based program for children with an autism 
spectrum disorder. 

2012 Winter Commencement – Eligible Graduates 
130 – Undergraduate  |  75 – Graduate   |  205 – Total

View Mayor Richards’ commencement address online  
at Roberts.edu/robertstoday.

 2012 winter COMMenCeMent

Linda Alcorn 
Invocation

Mayor  
Thomas S. Richards 

Keynote Speaker

James Morton 
BS’86 MS’10 
Benediction

rOberts’ reCOGnitiOns

“A Best in the Northeast 2013”
by Princeton Review, 2013

Ranked among “America’s Best
Colleges” 2013 in the Regional
Universities/Northeast by U.S.
News & World Report, and Best
Universities Master’s North

Ranked among “America’s Best
Colleges” 2012 in the Best Social
Work Program and Best Grad
School for Nursing by  
U.S. News & World Report

h
  i

  G
  h

  e
  r

    
l

  e
  a

  r
  n

  i
  n

  G

GI Jobs Military Friendly Schools 
2012, “Academically Strong, 
Intentionally Christian”

Member, Council for Christian
Colleges and Universities

America’s Best Christian Colleges

Member of National Association
of Evangelicals

Christian Colleges of Distinction 
2012-2013
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Generosity 
  that transforms.

{ t h e  r o b e rt s  F u n d }
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Making a Roberts’ education possible  
 for the next generation. Give today!

 Office of Advancement, Roberts Wesleyan College
2301 Westside Drive, Rochester, New York  14624-1997

585.594.6500 | give@roberts.edu | roberts.edu/onlinegiving  

The Seminary ScholarShip Fund

help prepare ministry leaders who seek deeper spiritual maturity and  
ministry competence – to better share in the mission of God.

              There are many opporTuniTieS To SupporT STudenTS

              Become a memBer oF The norTheaSTern SocieTy

              For more information, or to join the Northeastern Society, contact the  
                                                                 Advancement Office at 585.594.6500 or go online at www.nes.edu/giving.

  Respond to a phone-a-thon call
  Mail a check 
  (Northeastern Seminary, Attn: Office of Development, 2265 Westside Drive, Rochester, NY 14624)
  Give online at www.nes.edu/giving

  Share in this mission by giving $500 or more annually
  Provide immediate assistance to students
  Free graduates from debt loans that inhibit their service
  Encourage students to see God’s provision through your generosity
  Lower financial stress for students preparing for ministry

at Roberts Wesleyan College

ORTHEASTERNN
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Art exhibit
September 26 to December 21, 2012
 
The Angels’ Share exhibit featured artist Scot Bennett and 
was created to engender dialogue between the artist and 
the work, between the viewer and the work, between the 
viewer and artist, and, most important for him, “between 
all of us and our creator.” Among the 29 works that employ 
silverpoint, graphite and transfer techniques were 11 scrolls, 
one of which is 16 feet long.
 
According to Bennett, Professor of Visual Art at Roberts, 
both the creative process and intention of the exhibit are 
based on the practice of lectio divina, an approach to active, 
contemplative reading of scripture. Of his time in the studio, 
Bennett says he “let the materials, the images surrounding 
me, the metaphors, pictures in my head, become a sort of 
ongoing process-oriented dialogue; a conversation, if you 
will, between me and the work; a lectio of materials, process, 
concept and final outcome.”
 
Most of the images are purposefully unfinished so viewers 
can contribute to the work. They were  asked to actively 
“read” the images and suggest ideas, thoughts and reflections 
as to how the pieces would be completed.  The suggestions 
about colors, lines, words, poetry, materials and imagery were 
then incorporated by Bennett to complete the pieces.

sChOlArship fundinG MeAns  
GOOd news fOr students
 
In 2011-12, membership and gifts in the Northeastern Society saw their greatest growth since the 
society’s inception, with new gifts totaling $33,000. One hundred percent of the funds support 
need-based and merit-based scholarships for students, enabling them to enter ministry with 
greater confidence to serve and less burden of debt. 
 
For 2012-13, earnings from the endowed scholarships established by generous donors totaled 
more than $29,000. These scholarships often have a special focus for support — for example, 
being earmarked for individuals with disabilities or those of African-American or Hispanic 
descent. Some are given in recognition of such qualities as preparing for ministry overseas, in the 
Rochester area, in higher education or in a particular denomination. Every eligible student who 
completed the application process for 2012-13 received an award.
 
In addition, Northeastern Seminary was selected once again by the Chatlos Foundation to receive 
a $10,000 gift to provide scholarships that will enable students with financial need to successfully 
complete their theological education. 

If you are interested in supporting seminarians through scholarships, please contact Roger 
Haskins at Haskins_Roger@Roberts.edu.

dr. dOuG CulluM

Dr. Doug Cullum served as guest speaker 
for Perinton Community Church’s men’s 
retreat on September 29, 2012, on the 
theme “A Passion for Godliness.”

dr. tiM dwyer

Dr. Tim Dwyer spent a spring 2012 semester 
sabbatical at Yale Divinity School, studying 
the life and thought of Heinrich Bullinger.

dr. bArry hAMiltOn

Dr. Barry Hamilton spent his 2011-2012 
sabbatical researching Richard Watson’s 
“Theological Institutes” and its relationship 
to Anglicanism and Methodism.
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Among the 33 students who began 
their seminary journey this fall, it isn’t 
surprising to find that some of them are 
married. What is unique is that six of 
them are married—to each other. With 
33 years of marriage represented among 
the three couples and professional 
positions including nurse, mortgage 
specialist, freelance writer, chiropractor 
and former business owner, their scope 
of experiences is great. What they share 
is the desire to prepare for ministries 
that care for congregations in a variety 
of contexts, promote social justice and 
provide theological education. 

For more Northeastern Seminary News, visit Roberts.edu/RobertsToday.

The decision to pursue a seminary degree is complex enough for one person who must weigh 
professional, family and ministry responsibilities—as well as the financial impact. This is only 
magnified when the decision involves both family leaders. Margaret Cappello, who shared pastoral 
responsibility for a small Wesleyan church in Waterloo, N.Y., with her husband, Jeff, recalls 
concerns about balancing her full-time position overseeing visiting nurses, doubts about keeping 
up with the work and finances with their son already in college. David and Karen Martin, church 
planters in Syracuse, N.Y., anticipated the impact of having less time to “just enjoy each other,” 
the loss of “down-time,” and reordering some of their other pre-existing responsibilities. Dion and 
Jennifer Leonard of Buffalo, N.Y., started the program as they transition through their first couple 
of years of marriage.

Yet they are all engaged in the first Core courses in the program, motivated by aspirations for 
ordination, ministry to refugees, developing ministry competencies, focusing resources on 
marginalized people and ministry to youth through music. David articulates one of the benefits of 
enrolling with his wife, Karen, this way: “We may be able to harness the strengths that each of us 
have to do something that neither of us could do alone.” For Jeff, being able to support each other is 
valuable: “My wife and I can share an intimacy with each other that goes beyond a normal marriage 
relationship. We know each other’s strengths and weaknesses so we are uniquely suited to partner 
with each other in this endeavor.”
 
Three couples in one cohort; contributing to a rich learning community for not only themselves, 
but for other students and the Seminary, as well.

dr. elizAbeth 
GerhArdt

Dr. Elizabeth Gerhardt was keynote 
speaker for an event in the Seminary’s 
Conference on Ministry Series, “Shattering 
the Silence: Pastoral Strategies For 
Addressing Domestic Violence and Sexual 
Abuse.”  She is making progress on a book 
project that deals with the significance of 
Luther’s dialectical theology in relation to 
contemporary social problems. The book, 
tentatively titled “The Unexpected God,” 
will be published through InterVarsity Press.

Dr. Rebecca Letterman served as guest 
speaker for the RWC Chapel on September 
24, 2012. She spoke on “Prayer: Receiving 
Renewal from God” (Psalm 4:1). She 
is nearing completion of a textbook on 
Van Kaamian spirituality, which she 
is authoring with two colleagues. She 
also finished a manuscript of poetry on 
the women of Genesis and presented at 
a linguistics/translation conference at 
Houghton College.

dr. rebeCCA letterMAn twO by twO:  
MArried COuples stArt seMinAry

Back Row: David and Karen Martin
Front Row: Jeff and Margaret Cappello, Jennifer and Dion Leonard
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Jenn suhr ’04
2012 Olympic Gold medalist
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blOOd, sweAt And teArs  
Give wAy tO GOlden GlOry
By Tom Rivers ’96

 hen she first arrived at Roberts Wesleyan College as a high school senior, Jenn Suhr  — then 
a teenage Jenn Stuczynski — felt at home on campus. The basketball star from Fredonia was warmly 
greeted by the Roberts women’s basketball team, including many of the veteran players. That friendly 
response won her over.

“I felt comfortable,” she recalled. “I knew I fit in and I would play. The seniors accepted me.”

Suhr was highly recruited by other schools. She liked that Roberts was close enough for her parents and 
grandparents to come to her games, but also offered a little distance — about a two-hour drive from home.

Four years later, when Suhr graduated, she was the women’s leading scorer with 1,819 points. The 
6-footer averaged 24.3 points and 6.7 rebounds a game as a senior. The team was runner-up in the 
National Christian College Athletic Association tournament. Roberts also won the Chase tournament 
featuring Rochester-area schools.

Suhr, a Psychology major, was looking to the future. She anticipated a career as a school counselor. She 
wanted to coach basketball.

‘Good foot speed’

Rick Suhr lived five miles down the road in 
Churchville and was developing a reputation as 
a pole vault coach. Two of his pupils won high 
school national championships, and he was an 
assistant for the Roberts track team, serving as the 
jumps coach.

He was in the Voller Athletic Center in late winter 
2004 when he watched a pick-up game. Suhr was 
playing with five guys and more than holding  
her own.

On one play, she boxed out a couple of players, 
leaped high and grabbed a rebound. She landed and 
quickly outran the men to the other end of the court.

Rick Suhr was impressed.

“I was thinking, ‘Wow, that’s pretty good foot 
speed,’” he recalled. “She was aggressive as an 
athlete. That’s what you look for.”

He thought Suhr had the raw talent and intangibles 
to be a potential pole vaulting force. 

After that pickup game, he talked with her about 
vaulting. Suhr politely listened for 10 minutes, but 

w

declined to pursue the sport. She still had a few 
games left in her senior season.

When basketball ended, Rick Suhr saw her again 
at the VAC and made his pitch one more time. 
He told her he had a proven program for the 
vault. Again, Suhr doubted she would do it. She 
was already thinking about graduate school, but 
didn’t rule out the vault this time. She showed 
up at a practice and watched the vaulters work. 
Then she agreed to give it a try.

For six weeks, she learned the basics of the sport, 
which requires athletes to sprint down a runway 
holding a 15-foot-long pole. Vaulters plant the 
pole and try to fling themselves over a bar. 

Early success

She proved a fast learner, winning the NAIA 
indoor title in 2005 with a 13’1.5’’ vault. That 
year, she put the pole vault community on notice 
that she had arrived. She won the USA Indoor 
Championships in Boston, clearing 14’3”. 

“She had only been jumping for 10 months 
and she won the national title,” Rick Suhr said. 

“That is equivalent to you or me starting golf and 
winning the Masters or a major in your first year.”

In 2006, she captured her first national outdoor 
title. She also went over 15 feet, signed with 
Adidas and landed on the cover of Track & Field 
News magazine with the title “New U.S. Vault 
Hope.”

Normally, vaulters are groomed as seventh- and 
eighth-graders, and gradually make improvements 
over several years to compete on a national and 
worldwide stage. 

But Suhr vaults better than any other woman in 
the world. She won gold in the 2012 Olympics in 
London, with a 15-foot, 7-inch vault in blustery 
conditions. She won silver at the 2008 Olympics. 
She holds the American record with a 16’2’’ vault, 
the second-highest ever in the world.

Back in 2005, she was trying to grasp the basics 
of the sport. Suhr said she had to make a mental 
switch from years of playing on team sports.

“They’re not similar at all,” she said. “The pole 
vault is very technical. It’s an individual sport 
where you’re alone with your thoughts.”

Suhr has committed herself to mastering the finer 
techniques of the sport. She is a gifted athlete 
who keeps her composure in a packed stadium 
with millions of viewers on television.

“Jenn is mentally the toughest track and field 
athlete I know,” Rick Suhr said. “She has the 
concentration, focus and intestinal fortitude not to 
be denied. Her biggest factor is telling herself, ‘I’m 
going to will myself to win.’”

Olympic star

Suhr broke the American outdoor record in May 
2007 with a 15’11” vault. Two weeks later, she 
broke the record again, clearing 16 feet for the 
first time. The 16’0” vault was second-highest in 
history, behind only Yelena Isinbayeva of Russia.

[continued on next page]
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 “roberts wesleyan is a place  
where i learned to achieve  
   new heights, physically and  
  metaphorically.”

Facebook.com/Jenn.Suhr  Twitter.com/JennSuhr

Quick Facts
Represents: USA
Birthdate: February 5, 1982
College: Roberts Wesleyan College ’04
Hometown: Fredonia, NY
Residence: Rochester, NY
Coach: Rick Suhr
Affiliation: Adidas
Sport: Pole Vault

  Career Highlights
•	 2012 Olympic Champion

•	 2008 Olympic Silver Medalist

•	 2008 IAAF World Indoor  
Championships Bronze Medalist

•	 American Record-holder  
Indoors/Outdoors

•	 #2 in the World All-Time
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 “roberts wesleyan is a place  
where i learned to achieve  
   new heights, physically and  
  metaphorically.”

In 2008, Suhr kept raising the bar: a 16’1” vault 
in May and then 16’2” at the U.S. Olympic trials 
in July. She won silver at the Olympics in China 
with a 15’9” vault. Isinbayeva claimed gold with 
a new world record, 16’7”.

Suhr continued to win national titles in the 
following years. She also made a major life decision. 
On January 3, 2010, she married Rick Suhr. 

“She’s an even better person than a pole vaulter, 
and that’s saying something,” her husband said. 
“She is a genuine, humble person. We’re lifelong 
companions. We’re life partners. We’re best friends.”

Suhr has battled injuries in recent years, as well as 
the effects of celiac disease, a gluten intolerance 
that left her sluggish. She has switched to a 
gluten-free diet to combat celiac disease.

In summer 2011, with the Olympic trials a 
month away, Jenn tore her right quadriceps. 
With her leg heavily bandaged to keep pressure 
on the quadriceps, she qualified for the London 
Olympics during the trials. She kept the leg 
wrapped during the prelims at the Olympics and 
then took it off for the finals. 

She cleared 15’7”on August 6 to win the gold medal 
in swirling winds. Her battle-tested nerves didn’t 
fail her. With the gold around her neck, she wept.

It’s been a whirlwind for the Suhrs since then, 
traveling to events and banquets throughout the 
country, while continuing to train and “catch up 
on our life,” Suhr said. Together, they’re working 
on a book they expect to be released in 2013.

Suhr wants to tell the unlikely story of learning a 
new sport at a world-class level, the commitment 
needed to be the best on the planet, and how you 
overcome challenges. 

“I want to inspire people to chase their dreams, 
even if people tell you, ‘You started too late,’” she 
said. “I want to show people what it takes, all the 
blood, sweat and tears.”

Roberts fan

Suhr has been back to Roberts several times since 
winning gold. She was the parade marshal for 
homecoming, joined in the dedication ceremony 
for the new Crothers Clock Tower, and put on a 
pole vault Gold Medal Tour competition. About 
2,000 people watched vaulters on a chilly 
September night as Suhr cleared 15’3” for the 
homecoming crowd. She also took her Gold 
Medal Tour to Fredonia and the Buffalo Bills’ 
field house.

“These are places that are significant to me,” she 
said. “I wanted to say thank you. That’s where 
the supporters are. I wanted to inspire youth 
and adults. They see that it’s a fun sport to do  
and watch.”

Suhr, now 30, wants to keep competing. She said 
she is still learning about the sport and honing 
her mechanics. She thinks the can raise the bar.

“My goal is to jump as high as I can,” she said. 
“It’s just fine-tuning things without making any 
major changes. But I can go higher.”
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By Katie Redmond

Andrew Dorr ’07 and Jennifer Scribani Dorr ’06 
were recently named the East Coast Conference 
Coaches of the Year for women’s cross-country. 
They have been married for five and half years, 
and co-coaches almost as long. We sat down with 
the busy couple to find out how they manage their 
teaching careers, faith and coaching at Roberts. 

What does it mean to you to be named a 
Coach of the Year by the ECC?

AD: It’s great recognition for our hard work, but more 
importantly, it recognizes how hard our athletes 
have worked and how much talent they have.

JD: Our athletes are extremely dedicated to their 
running. The fact that they accomplished a great 
deal, as a team and as individuals, and that we 
received this award will strengthen their trust in us.

How does being a married couple 
influence your coaching?

JD: Andrew is a wonderful husband and he is my 
best friend. I can’t imagine what life would be 
like if we were not in this together. The fact that 
we get to share in the excitement of our athletes’ 
successes and work through the challenges 
together is wonderful. When it comes to training 
and coaching, we rarely disagree and each bring 
our own strengths to the team. Andrew has a 
wealth of knowledge on the science and art of 
distance running ... he teaches me something 
new almost every day.

AD: I couldn’t do it any other way. First, two 
heads are better than one. Second, even with all 
of the time we put in each evening and all the 
traveling that we do, we don’t have to spend too 
much time apart. Third, as a married couple, we 
can offer our athletes a well-complemented blend 
of personalities and experiences.

What type of challenges does being 
married to your co-coach present? 

JD: We definitely talk running and coaching 
a lot. We need to be better about not obsessing 
over our responsibilities as much when we are 

home, but it is nice that we don’t have to stay at 
the office to have pow-wows about the sport and 
the programs.

AD: Other than sometimes dwelling on our 
responsibilities late into the evening, we have 
very few other reservations about working 
together as co-coaches. Jennifer is a great wife; 
I’m not surprised she is also a great co-coach.

How does your faith impact your 
coaching style? 

AD: Coaching is my hobby and a profession, but 
my faith causes me to also treat it as a ministry. 
Through my coaching, I want to teach young 
people that there is joy to following Christ, that 
God can be honored in everything we do, and 
that God’s instructions are for our own good.

JD: We try to instill the idea that we can honor 
God through the ability/talent he has given us 
to run and what that really means in the grand 

COAChes Of the yeAr  
Andrew ’07 And Jennifer ’06 dOrr

scheme of life. Running is a sport that requires 
self-discipline, patience and perseverance... much 
like our walk with Christ.

How does participating in a sport at 
Roberts Wesleyan help your athletes  
grow in their faith?

AD: Our distance runners get to know each 
other so well over the years they spend together 
because they train, travel and compete together 
during three seasons per year (cross-country, 
indoor track and outdoor track). They teach, 
challenge and encourage each other every day. 
They thank God together.  They pray together.

JD: We pray daily before practice and the 
students take it upon themselves to have team 
Bible studies weekly. They grow a great deal from 
the time spent with one another in worship and 
using the abilities God has given them.

22 RObERtS today 
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The Women’s Cross–Country team finished 
in second place out of 35 teams at the NCCAA 
National Championship race November 10, 2012, 
at the Elvin R. King Cross Country Course at 
Cedarville University.

The second-place finish is the highest for the 
women’s team in program history. Last year, the 
Redhawks finished in fourth place. Not only was 
the finish the best ever for the program in this 
race, but it was achieved in a field of 46 NCCAA 
member institutions.

Leading the way for Roberts Wesleyan was 
sophomore Rachel Prutsman, who came in fifth 
with a time of 18:02.16.

Kimberly Mills put in a solid race with an 
11th-place finish by crossing the finish line in 
18:38.42. Her time is an improvement over last 
year, when she ran the 5k in 18:45.49.

Sophomore Rachel Prutsman led the Redhawks 
to a first-place finish at the East Coast Conference 
Championships October 21, 2012, by winning 
the 5k in 18:33.70, a course record.

The Redhawks dominated the field by placing 
five runners in the top 13 spots. However, due to 
being provisional NCAA Division II members, the 
Redhawks were ineligible to win the conference 
title. St. Thomas Aquinas, which placed five 
runners in the top 20, was crowned champion for 
its second conference title in three years.

Along with Prutsman, Kimberly Mills, Megan 
Hulton and Hannah Curinga earned All-Conference 
First Team honors, while Rachel Cannon ran her 
way to the Second Team.

Coaches Andrew and Jennifer Dorr were named 
Coaches of the Year. The Dorrs have guided the 
Redhawks to four first-place finishes this season 
as the team has finished no worse than fifth place 
in all of the team’s races in 2012.

Prutsman, who was named the ECC’s Female 
Runner of the Year, was able to edge out NYIT’s 
Gladys Kimutai, who crossed the finish line in 
18:34.90.

    
First Team All-Conference

Rachel Prutsman (RWC): 18:33.70 
(course record)
Gladys Kimutai (NYIT): 18:34.90
Kimberly Mills (RWC): 18:55.60
Megan Hulton (RWC): 19:14.90
Keeley Bateman (STAC): 19:15.00
Elizabeth Stirling (LIUP): 19:24.20
Hannah Curinga (RWC): 19:26.50
  

Team Standings

** Roberts Wesleyan       28
St. Thomas Aquinas        72
LIU Post                           81
Molloy                             93
Dowling                          130
NYIT                               152
Queens                            193
Dist. of Columbia            222
Bridgeport                       241
  
** Roberts Wesleyan was ineligible to win the 
team title as provisional NCAA member.

Women’s Cross–Country runner 
Rachel Prutsman set a women’s 
5k course record by winning the 
Harry F. Anderson Invite with a 
time of 17:55. No other female 
runner in program history has 
run the course under 18 minutes!

rAChel prutsMAn

wOMen’s CrOss–COuntry wins its  
first-ever eCC ChAMpiOnship rACe

Joining Prutsman and Mills as NCCAA All-
Americans is Megan Hulton. The sophomore 
placed 15th with a time of 18:46.77.

Other top finishers for the Redhawks were 
Hannah Curinga at 27th place with a time of 
19:12.08, and freshman Kellie Lawton at 45th 
place with a time of 19:40.12.

As a team, the Redhawks scored 102 points, 22 
more than NCCAA newcomers Azusa Pacific 
(Calif.) University. Roberts Wesleyan was able to 
edge out Malone (Ohio) University by just eight 
points.

wOMen’s CrOss–COuntry  
tAkes seCOnd plACe At  
nCCAA nAtiOnAl  
ChAMpiOnships
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JOe rebisz ’02 – 2013 hAll Of fAMe
bAsketbAll

Season Records:
•	 Most Field Goals Made: 313 (01-02)
•	 Field Goal Percentage: .614 (00-01)
•	 Free Throws Made: 192 (01-02)
•	 Most Rebounds: 472 (01-02)
•	 Most Points: 818 (01-02)

Career Records:
•	 Most Points: 2,464
•	 Most Rebounds: 1,325 (589 offensive, 736 defensive)
•	 Most Field Goals Made: 996
•	 Best Field Goal Percentage: .582

redhAwk hiGhliGhts

Women’s Cross Country
•	 Won the ECC race, with five runners 

placing in the top 13 spots
•	 Placed second at the NCCAA 

National Championships
•	 Andrew and Jennifer Dorr named 

East Coast Conference Co-Coaches 
of the Year

men’s Cross Country
•	 Placed second at the East Coast 

Conference race
•	 Finished fourth overall at the 

NCCAA National Championships

Women’s Tennis
•	 Placed fourth in the East Coast 

Conference standings after finishing 
8-6 and 4-3 in the ECC

•	 Ended the season with a three-match 
winning streak and won five of their 
last six matches 

•	 Would have qualified for the ECC 
tournament (unable due to NCAA 
Division II transition rules)

men’s Soccer
•	 Won the NCCAA East Region 

tournament title
•	 Earned fifth place in the NCCAA 

National Championship
•	 Finished the season with a 12-9-1 

record and 4-4-1 record in the ECC

Women’s Soccer
•	 Ended the season with a 10-8-1 

overall record and 4-4 in the East 
Coast Conference

•	 Advanced to the NCCAA East Region 
semifinals

•	 Finished 6-1-1 at home

Volleyball
•	 Wrapped up the 2012 season with 

a 20-12 record and 11-4 in the ECC 
standings

•	 Ended the season third in conference 
standings (would have qualified for 
ECC tournament)

•	 Played their way to the NCCAA East 
Regional title match

•	 Won eight of their last 10 matches
•	 Jon and Kirsten Meyers were named 

East Coast Conference Co-Coaches 
of the Year 

keith MOOre ’67 – 2013 hAll Of fAMe 
bAsketbAll

•	 Point Guard and Co-captain, 1966-67
•	 Team record: 38-9
•	 23-1 vs. Rochester-area colleges and SUNY colleges  

during junior/senior year
•	 4-year varsity player
•	 Scoring average – career: 10.1 points/game
•	 All-time rank at end of career:
 - 2nd in games played
 - 8th in points scored
•	 Record for most consecutive field goals:
 - 11 shots in a row*
       * Record shared with two other players  
       (Ken Lescalleet, 1957-58, and Ken Lee, 1987-88)

Wendy’s College Classic (Chase Scholarship Tournament when he played):
•	 Holds record in career offensive rebounds
•	 Most offensive rebounds in a tournament
•	 Leading scorer in the 00-01 and 01-02 tournaments

COMe CelebrAte the AthletiC  
hAll Of fAMe induCtiOns

Support our basketball teams as they play New York Institute of 
Technology, reconnect with fellow alumni and experience the 
induction ceremony at half-time of the men’s game!

Date: Saturday, March 2, 2013
Time: Women’s game – 2 p.m.; Men’s game – 4 p.m.

For more details and to register, visit:
Roberts.edu/Alumni/Events
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COMMuniCAtinG nCAA reGulAtiOns  
tO AluMni, dOnOrs And friends

NCAA Compliance Status
We are in year two of a three-year transition from the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics 
(NAIA) to the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) as a Division II member. 
 
As part of our NCAA candidacy, we are required to communicate the following regulations to alumni, 
donors and friends.  These guidelines are very detailed to help the College in this process.  The College 
must ensure its coaches, student-athletes, faculty and staff, alumni, donors and friends abide by all 
NCAA regulations. Violations of NCAA rules could affect the eligibility of prospective or current 
student-athletes, result in penalties for the College, and lead to restrictions on involvement with the 
athletics program.

The NCAA guidelines affect anyone deemed a Representative of Athletics Interests — or “booster.” You 
are considered a booster if you meet any of the following conditions:
1. You are a member of any organization that promotes the athletics program
2. You have made a financial contribution to the Athletic Department or its booster organizations
3. You have ever assisted in the recruitment of prospective  

student-athletes for the Athletic Department
4. You have provided benefits (i.e., summer jobs or occasional family meals) to enrolled student-

athletes
5. You have ever, in any way, promoted the athletics program

If you meet these criteria now or in the future, be aware that once you become a Representative of 
Athletics Interests, you retain that identity indefinitely.  

What is an “Extra Benefit”?
An extra benefit is any special arrangement made by a Representative of Athletics Interests to provide 
a student-athlete or their relatives/friends a benefit not expressly authorized by NCAA legislation. 
Boosters are not permitted to provide prospective and enrolled student-athletes or their relatives/friends 
with any “extra benefits.”

Examples of extra benefits include, but are not limited to:
•	 Providing cash or loans in any amount or signing/co-signing for a loan.
•	 Giving gifts of any kind, including birthday/holiday gifts.
•	 Any free or reduced-cost services, including entertainment or admission  

to professional events.
•	 Providing use of an automobile or rides anywhere.
•	 Free or reduced-cost rent or housing that is not available to the general student population.
•	 Employment arrangements for a student-athlete or a prospect’s family/friends.
•	 Entertaining a prospect or their friends and families.
•	 Payment for work not performed or at a rate above the going rate.
•	 Payment of fees or expenses to attend camps/clinics.

A booster may provide the following:
•	 An occasional family home meal to a student-athlete or entire team. This meal must take place 

in a home (not a restaurant) and may be catered. Requests for these meals must be approved in 
advance through the compliance office. 

•	 Employ a student-athlete at the going rate and for work actually performed.

 
What Are Representatives of Athletics 
Interests (Boosters) Permitted to Do?
•	 You may attend high school or two-year 

college athletic contests or events where 
prospects may compete, but you cannot 
contact prospects or their relatives/
guardians in any way.

•	 You may continue pre-existing 
relationships with prospects, provided no 
recruitment takes place. Questions from the 
prospect about the athletic program should 
be directed to Roberts Wesleyan College 
coaches. 

•	 You may have a phone conversation with a 
prospect only if the prospect initiates the call. 
Such a call may not be prearranged by any 
staff member or booster. 

What Are Representatives of Athletics 
Interests NOT Permitted to Do?
•	 Use the name or picture of a student-

athlete to directly or indirectly advertise, 
recommend or promote the sale or use of a 
commercial product or service.

•	 Provide extra benefits to student-athletes or 
their families/friends.

•	 Contact prospects or their families in any 
way (in person, by phone or in writing). 
This includes email, social message boards 
or any messenger service.

•	 Send any materials to prospects, including 
newspapers, media guides, posters, 
programs, emails, etc.

•	 Contact prospective student-athletes’ 
schools in order to evaluate them.

Do you know of an athlete who is a potential recruit? Email milne_Kristen@roberts.edu.
When it comes to recruiting, only coaches who successfully complete the annual NCAA Coaches Certification Exam are permitted to recruit off-campus.  No 
one else is permitted to do so.  If you find yourself in a situation that involves a prospective student-athlete, please refer them to the appropriate coach.  While 
we appreciate all that you do for our athletics teams, please remember that you are regulated by the NCAA as to what you are able to do. 

For more information on the College’s Division II transition and the rules and regulations that govern a Representative of Athletics Interests, visit  
athletics.roberts.edu or call Senior Compliance Administrator Kristen Milne at 585.594.6191. This status provided is a requirement from NCAA Division II.
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hArry hutt ’65

By Holly Britton Jennings ’00

Harry Hutt graduated from 
Roberts in 1965 and went on to 
have a lucrative career in sports 
marketing. He held leading 
executive positions for the Detroit 
Pistons, Seattle Seahawks and 
Portland Trailblazers before 
settling down in Tampa Bay, 
where he helped the Tampa Bay 
Lightning rank in the Top 10 in  
the NHL for the first time.  

Despite all of his success in the 
world of professional sports, Hutt 
proudly claims that his greatest 

personal sports achievement is achieving and maintaining 
a track-and-field record at Roberts.  He also played soccer 
and a season of basketball, and was inducted into Roberts’ 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1983.

The youngest child and only boy, Hutt watched each of his 
five sisters venture off to Roberts, and subsequently visited 
the campus many times.  He came to admire the players 
on the basketball team, and when the time came to make a 
decision about where to go to college, he realized his heart 
was already at Roberts.   

While Hutt played only one season of basketball at Roberts, 
during his tenure at Detroit, he saw the Pistons win two NBA 
championships. As a front-office executive and TV producer, 
Hutt traveled with and helped grow the team, bringing in 
major corporate sponsors and boosting ticket sales.

After living in cities like Portland and Seattle, Hutt found a 
preferable climate in the city of Tampa Bay.  Also residing 
in Tampa Bay is one of Harry’s personal sports heroes, 
former football coach Tony Dungy, whom Hutt describes as 
a “phenomenal championship coach with tremendous faith 
who never hesitates to share his faith.” And like Dungy, 
Hutt is simply a humble man of faith, blessed to work in an 
industry he is passionate about.   

tAke Me Out tO 
the bAll GAMe 

By Tom Rivers ’96

When Art Horwood walked off the 
field for the final time in a Roberts 
uniform, he made sure he didn’t 
leave without a keepsake.

A star on Roberts’ baseball, basketball, 
and track-and-field teams from 1947 
to 1951, he played second base for 
the College. After his final game, 
asked his teammates to sign a game 
ball that became a cherished item for 
more than a half century.

“It was my last game,” said Horwood, a member of the Roberts Athletic Hall of 
Fame. “The guys did it for me.”

But Horwood recently believed the ball needed a new home. He donated it to 
his alma mater, where it is now part of a display in the Voller Athletic Center.

“It’s something that ties these fellas together,” he said. 

The West Virginia native majored in biology and physical education. He then 
earned master’s and doctorate degrees in kinesiology at Michigan State, and 
taught and coached at several colleges 
before retiring in Sun City West, Ariz. He 
and his wife, Jean, have two children — both 
physicians — and seven grandchildren.

Horwood has stayed in touch with many of 
his Roberts teammates. Several of them meet 
every summer at Lighthouse Christian Camp 
in Barker, N.Y.

“We are a team of lifelong friends,” he said.

{ s P o r t s  h i s t o r y }  at Roberts

Benson Roberts 
permits the boys to 
play baseball

1890s  

1904  

A football team is 
organized with future  
President George  
Garlock a member

1930s & 40s  

Both men and women are 
assigned to either the Red or 
Black Team for intramural 
competition, including 
basketball, in the new gym 
in Carpenter Hall 

Men’s basketball becomes 
the first intercollegiate 
sport, with David 
Alexander as coach

1948

Men’s basketball team goes undefeated 
against SUNY and local college 
competition, wins the first Rochester-area 
tournament  and competes in the NAIA 
tournament for the first time

1966-67   

1967   

Men’s soccer team makes 
first trip to NAIA national 
tournament

Tennis courts are built 
in front of Roberts Hall

1920s  

Early 1950s 

Soccer, baseball, tennis, 
cross-country, and track-
and-field join the athletic 
lineup

1962-1966  

Cross-country wins 
five consecutive New 
York State Association 
championships

Women from the intramural 
all-stars in basketball 
compete against Spring 
Arbor College

Late 1950s
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biG ChAllenGe fOr rwC 
wOMen Athletes in the  
’50s: findinG An OppOnent

By Tom Rivers ’96

Growing up in small-town South Dayton in 
Western New York, Marge (Dye) McGinnis honed 
her basketball skills playing with her three 
brothers. Their hoop was fastened to a barn.

She arrived at Roberts Wesleyan College in the 
fall of 1953 and joined the women’s basketball 
team. At first, it was an intramural squad. Then 
Roberts formed an intercollegiate team in 1955. 
Marge was their first captain, “not only because 
of her playing ability, but also because of the high 
quality of sportsmanship which she displayed,” 
the 1956 Chesbronian said.

The big challenge for the team back then: finding 
an opponent. 

“Not many schools had women’s intercollegiate 
sports,” McGinnis said. 

Their busiest schedule featured games against 
Brockport and Spring Arbor in Michigan. Roberts 
played Spring Arbor for their first game and won, 
40-21. Brockport was the victor in two games 
against Roberts, winning both by three points.

For the team’s second season, only Spring Arbor was 
on the schedule. McGinnis, again the team’s captain, 
scored the winning basket in the closing seconds. 

She graduated in 1957. In 1979, she was the first 
woman inducted into the Roberts Athletic Hall 
of Fame. Her husband, Ray Mcginnis, calls her 
an athletic pioneer who helped pave the way 
for future women on the hard court. Roberts 

now fields women’s teams in basketball, cross 
country, lacrosse, soccer, tennis, track-and-field, 
and volleyball.

“You had to have a forerunner to get where we 
are today,” said Ray McGinnis, who enjoyed a 
long career as a Free Methodist minister. “Marge 
is very humble. She doesn’t like to talk about 
herself. But she was a very good player, whether 
on offense or defense.”

Marge McGinnis said she treasures the friends 
she made on the team.

“It was all about working together as a team,” 
she said. “We developed close friendships and 
respect for all who played.”                        
                                                                                                                       
Her husband played intramural sports at Roberts 
and graduated 1958. The couple’s four sons 
were all college athletes, including Merlin, 
who earned 12 varsity letters at Roberts and 
is now the track coach. He joined the Roberts 

1977

First members Ken Curtis, 
David Anderson, Donald 
Mason and Garth Stam  
inducted into the RWC 
Athletic Hall of Fame

Athletic Booster 
Club established

Early 1980s  

1984

Men’s soccer 
competes at 
NCCAA national 
tournaments for the 
first time

1991

Women’s basketball 
competes at NCCAA 
national tournaments 
for the first time

Men’s cross-country 
wins the NCCAA 
National Championship 
at RWC

1993   

Women’s basketball 
wins Chase Lincoln 
Tournament

1999 & 2002

2001 

Men’s golf and women’s 
tennis added to sports 
lineup

Men’s and women’s 
lacrosse begins

2012   

Athletic Hall of Fame in 1998. His wife, Angela 
Jimenez McGinnis ’83, also starred in track and 
cross country, and was inducted in the College’s 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2006. 

Merlin and Angela McGinnis’ sons have joined 
the family, wearing the Roberts uniform. Michael 
’11, played soccer, basketball and track for 
Roberts, while Aaron, a current student, is a 
member of the soccer and track teams.

“Sports builds an extended family,” the Rev. 
McGinnis said. “It gives you the ability to see how 
important teamwork is. It builds a discipline for 
other things.” 

The McGinnises, who had their first date at an 
NBA game on January 12, 1957, have retired to 
Heritage Village in Gerry, N.Y. They are often 
vocal members of the Roberts cheering section.

Women’s teams are started 
in basketball, softball, 
volleyball, soccer, cross-
country, and track-and-field

Late 1960s
Early 1970s  

The Life Fitness Center/
Voller Athletic Center 
opens

1987   

1993 & 1995 
   
Women soccer 
competes at NCCAA 
national tournaments 
for the first time

Back Row, L – R: Max and Kristin McGinnis, Merl and Angela McGinnis, Mel McGinnis, Dixie Bolinder,  
Garth Bolinder, Mark and Karla McGinnis.

Front, L – R: Marge and Ray McGinnis
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After life-threAteninG  
ACCident, student  
inspires teAMMAtes
By Tom Rivers ’96

When Charles Canon suited up for the first time 
with the men’s track and field team in 2009, it 
was a moment many once thought they wouldn’t 
see. When he went on to run the 400-meter race, 
a lap around the track, it was remarkable. 

Canon’s first race with Roberts came just a year 
after he was struck and nearly killed while riding 
his bike along the shoulder of the road in his 
hometown of Wyoming, NY. He crashed into 
the car’s windshield, was thrown 50 feet, and 
fell into a coma with injuries a Strong Memorial 
Hospital neurosurgeon warned his family were 
very serious. 

At Alexander High School, in a small town of 
less than 3,000 residents, Canon was nicknamed 
“The Rocket.” He ran the 400-meter race in just  
58 seconds. 

At Roberts, he has spent the past three years 
lowering his times, gaining eight seconds on his 
400-meter and bringing it within two seconds of 
his high-school best. And while he often has been 
last to cross the finish line, more often, he has 
been an inspiration to his teammates. Coach Merl 
McGinnis sees Canon’s race times as a testament 
to his determination. 

“He just keeps trying,” he said. “He went out and 
gave it his best at meets. His teammates see his 
work ethic. He doesn’t let the accident keep him 
from trying.”

On the day of the accident, Canon was riding 
his bike home from his job as a janitor at a local 
school when a driver swerved onto the right 
shoulder, hitting him from behind. He spent two 
weeks in a coma before awaking on August 6. 

He remembered his age. That was a good sign. 
On August 17, he formed a new memory. Another 
sign of progress.  

Canon spent five weeks at Unity Health System’s 
Brain Injury Rehabilitation Center, receiving 
intensive physical, occupational and speech 
therapy. He relearned how to swallow, use his 
fingers and hands, process thoughts, keep his 
balance and walk. 

Each gain was incremental. But together, they 
helped bring him back to his high school track 

team the following spring. By the fall of 2009, 
he had enrolled as a full-time student at Roberts, 
where his father, Charles Sr., is the College’s 
Archivist and Director of Collection Services for 
Golisano Library. 

Now a senior, Canon’s once-unlikely running 
career at Roberts has come to an end. With 
one semester left, he’ll instead be busy student 
teaching as part of his Education major, working 
toward a dual certification in Elementary and 
Special Education. 

Looking back on the past three years, he’s 
thankful to the College for allowing him to join 
the team as a walk-on — knowing he wouldn’t 
score points as a fast runner — and appreciates 
the camaraderie of the team. 

“The cross-country and track team community is 
very strong and supportive,” he said.

The opportunity to run also helped him stay 
physically and mentally active, an important 
part of his brain-injury recovery that prevents 
regression. 

And while he may have lost some foot speed 
because of the accident, Canon credits it with 
helping him gain a much stronger work ethic and 
more compassion, qualities that will serve him 
well at the front of a classroom.

“I used to be more cynical,” Canon said. “But 
now I’m more sympathetic. I can connect with 
kids better.”
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CAMillA And eMily linhArt

By Holly Britton Jennings ’00

Camilla and Emily Linhart started playing tennis at the age of 13.  They were each good 
enough that they knew they could rely on sports scholarships to help pay for college.  The 
only problem: In Australia, where the girls are from, it is difficult to study and play a sport 
at the same time.  They could either pursue academics at a university or pursue tennis at the 
Australia Institute of Sports.  But Camilla and Emily weren’t satisfied with those options, so 
they decided to look into education abroad.  

The twins knew they wanted to play tennis, study biology and, most important, stay together.  
The sisters are close and come from a tight-knit family.  Their parents and grandparents are 
incredibly supportive of their academic and athletic goals; grandpa never missed a tennis game.  

This past summer, it looked as if the girls had found a school in Michigan.  Then, the bad news.  
The school could only provide one of the girls a scholarship.  Determined to stay together, 
Camilla and Emily declined the invitation.  Their recruiter, moved by their story, told them he 
would contact his father, who was a coach at Roberts Wesleyan College.  Maybe, he said, there’s 
an off chance we could find a place for you there.

Not only was there a place for Camilla and Emily, but Roberts was able to offer each of the 
girls scholarships.  Today, they major in Biology and are actively training for the upcoming 
tennis season.  Emily is working toward a career in radiology, while Camilla hopes to become a 
physician’s assistant.  They room together and have regular contact with their family, who will 
not be able to witness the twins’ first tennis games at Roberts.  In fact, the girls don’t think they 
will be able to visit home until summer of 2014.  Thankfully, they have one another. 

Camilla and Emily are grateful and excited to have the opportunity to study and play tennis 
together at a college that accepts and supports them 100%.  “We truly believe God brought us 
here for a reason.” 

the perfeCt blend:  
brinGinG tOGether the 
lOve Of GOd And spOrts

By Donna McLaren ’99

The Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) has 
touched the lives of many since 1954. Roberts 
athletes demonstrate a steadfast commitment to 
Jesus Christ and His Word by living the goals of 
integrity, serving, teamwork and excellence.

•	 Integrity: We will demonstrate Christ-like 
wholeness, privately and publicly.  
(Proverbs 11:3)

•	 Serving: We will model Jesus’ example of 
serving. (John 13:1-17)

•	 Teamwork: We will express our unity in 
Christ in all our relationships.  
(Philippians 2:1-4)

•	 Excellence: We will honor and glorify God 
in all we do. (Colossians 3:23-24)

As president of the FCA, Vanessa Sell ’13, leads 
students to be involved in sports ministry and 
fellowship. “Being involved in FCA is a blessing, 
as we have a place where we can talk about our 
faith freely,” she said. “We put God first and blend 
that with the sports we love to participate in.”

Being involved in athletics brings students 
together, and their belief in God enables them to 
create a community of like-minded peers who are 
interested in giving back. The FCA has trained 

athletes to minister to other Christian athletes and 
provides service through a variety of programs. 
Participants have volunteered time to help elderly 
residents at nearby College Green and raised funds 
for an orphan in India through Holt International.  
FCA members also regularly donate their change 
and extra cash to a monthly collection. 

A group of 15-20 members meets at 8 p.m. every 
Thursday in the B.T. Café to discuss various 
topics. The membership isn’t made up of just  
athletes from Roberts sports teams, either; 
intramural players and sports fans participate, 
too. They often turn to I Am Second, a Christian 
multimedia movement that is designed to 
inspire people to live for Jesus Christ and others. 
The platform features video testimonials from 
individuals, including professional athletes, who 
have put Jesus Christ first in their lives.

FCA is a place where you can challenge your 
faith, Sell said, and create friendships that will 
last long after leaving Roberts.
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An interview with
rOb Arrendell ’00,  
bs (biOlOGy), ’03 (Med) 

By Marsha Bolton Rivers ’96, NES ’04

Sport:  Soccer
Career:  Teaches biology at the  
Leadership Academy for Young Men
at Charlotte High School in Rochester, N.Y.  

What were your proudest accomplishments as 
a student-athlete at RWC?
Going to the national tournament my junior and 
senior years. Scoring the game-winning goal in 
the conference finals versus Houghton.

What did you enjoy most about participating in 
Roberts athletics?
The friendships with my teammates, coaches 
and other athletes. The spiritual component that 
constantly reminded me that we were playing for 
something bigger than just a championship, but 
that we were playing to glorify Christ.

What are your top two or three lessons that 
have stuck with you and made you a better 
person?
1) "Handle the business early!" I have to give 
credit to good friend and teammate, Dave Ham, 
for that quote. He would say it to all of us before 
each game and sometimes in practice. I use it still 
in my own life, at work, with my players, family, 
etc. If we focus and work hard early, the rest of 
the experience usually won't be so difficult. It's 
better to be ahead than constantly having to play 
catch-up in life.

2) Look for the potential in people, not just how 
you currently see them. Coach Greg Gidman told 
me that he and the coaching staff were not in 
agreement about having me on the team when I 
tried out back in the spring of ’96. He told one 
of his assistant coaches that the potential that he 
saw in me outweighed the current abilities. His 
commitment to coach and train me to be the best 
defender that I could be brought out the potential 
that he knew was there when he first saw me play. 
I have used this philosophy with everyone that 
I meet, especially with my family, students and 
players. That’s how God views us. He knows what 
we can become if we allow Him to be our coach.

3) The game is so much bigger than the win or 
loss. I quickly learned that people come to watch 
the game, not only for entertainment, but for 
inspiration. When we understand this as athletes, 
we can have an incredible impact on other 
people’s lives. One game, after the opposing team 
scored a goal, I was thrown down to the ground 
by an opponent as I was walking back to the 
center of the field to place the ball down for a 
restart. I was angry inside and wanted to retaliate, 
but I was reminded of how this will impact my 
life, that player's life, and everyone else who 
was there. I got back up and continued about my 
business. A few years later, an RWC alumnus who 
was at that game that day recommitted his life to 
Christ with me in my living room. He told me 
that he had refused to listen to numerous adults 
in his life regarding the path that he was going 
down. When I asked him why our encounter was 
any different, he said that he was inspired by 
the way that I responded to my opponent in that 
particular game, two years earlier. He wanted to 
be able to live like that. He is now a pastor in a 
local church, an incredible husband and father, 
and a world-changer for Christ. Praise God! That 
is the true win that we should be going for.

How would you advise a student-athlete who might 
be struggling to balance the responsibilities of 
practices, games, schoolwork and personal life?
Prioritize early! Like my good friend Dave 
Ham would always say, "Handle the business 
early!" Honestly, I have found that I need God 
to prioritize these things for me. Once you get a 
sense of what’s most important, devote the time, 

energy and discipline to order your life. I had to 
remind myself that I needed to be a good steward 
of each of those areas that God gave me.  Spending 
time with God, schoolwork, practices and games 
were the order of importance for me. I got most 
my social life with my teammates and coaches, 
as well as with my study partners.  Sundays 
were spent with other friends and catching up on 
homework.

If you had it to do all over again: I would ... just 
the same.

Anything you'd like to add?
Hebrews 10:24 — "And let us consider how we may 
spur one another on toward love and good deeds."

sAve the dAte 
7th Annual Redhawk Golf Tournament
monday, July 15, 1 p.m. at mill Creek Golf Club
Benefiting Roberts Wesleyan College Athletic Department
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the bAsketbAll 
beACOn
By Donna McLaren ’99

There are always those coaches 
who go above and beyond to 
inspire their players. It’s not just 
about winning the game; it’s about 
making a difference in players’ 
lives. Women’s Basketball Coach 
Bob Segave is one of those coaches.

He believes in commitment to 
faith, hard work in the classroom, 
and determination whether the 
team wins or loses.   

“God’s timing was perfect when I was offered the Roberts coaching job,” 
Segave said. With faith at the top of his list, he wholeheartedly accepted 
the coaching job in 2007 and began a journey of integrating faith, sports 
and life as a ministry. 

From the very beginning, he has focused on teaching life skills to his team  
in addition to achieving numbers on a scoreboard.  

“The goal is for the team to do their best in that moment,” he said.   

Segave maintains high expectations for his players, and actively calls them 
to live their faith. They participate in a pre-season retreat to Lighthouse 
Christian Camp for team building; are expected to attend chapel each week 
as a team, sitting together in the front row; are committed to their classes, 
sitting up straight in the front row, paying attention and showing respect 
to their professors (Segave checks in at least twice a semester); and serve 
the community through team projects such as Operation Christmas Child.

Segave is proud of the players’ hard work, boasting a 3.35 overall GPA for 
the team. Their next goal is to achieve a 3.4 GPA to qualify as Academic All-
Americans. They have come a long way since 2007, when the team’s GPA 
was more than full point below where it is today. Contributing to this success 
are team study halls twice a week in the library and working with tutors.  

Segave cares for his players and reaches out to them every morning  — 
whether communicating what they will be working on that day, sharing 
scripture or providing encouragement when things are rough. He has often 
sent an email to a player just to say “I am praying for you today.”  For 
Segave, it’s about teaching life skills and service, and helping guide players 
in their beliefs as young adults. The team is working toward a mission 
trip to the Dominican Republic through SCORE International, a mission 
organization, in 2013.

Segave is a Roberts Wesleyan College example of a Christian who has been 
called upon to be a beacon so others can see the way to eternal life through 
Jesus Christ. 

“I don’t do this for myself,” he humbly said, “but for God and to serve others.”

An interview with 
JAniCe (lOOney) Ash ’86, bs [nursinG]  
By Marsha Bolton Rivers ’96, NES ’04

Sports: Cross Country, Indoor and Outdoor Track and Field
Career: Works at Rochester General Hospital, resides in Webster, N.Y.

What were your proudest accomplishments as a student-athlete at RWC?
Some accomplishments that I am proudest of happened during my time at 
RWC. I feel that my conditioning from XC, Indoor and Outdoor Track and 
Field enabled me to be elite in an event that was not in our college conference. 
When I was 19, I won the junior national race walking championship. I was 
part of the National Athletes In Action Track and Field team. As part of RWC 
XC team, I set a course record at one of our meets at Oswego.
 
What did you enjoy most about participating in Roberts Athletics?
Without a doubt, I enjoyed the camraderie of the teammates and coaches. I 
cherished the team devotions and praying as a team before competitions. We 
were definitely a close-knit family who rejoiced and mourned with each other.
 
What are your top two (or three) “take-aways” – the lessons that have 
stuck with you and/or made you a better/stronger/wiser adult person?
I have learned that one must yield to God and trust in Him for everything. 
He loves each one with a passion and one person is no greater than another. 

I have learned to glorify the One who created me, to be a good steward with 
the gifts He has given me to use to point others to Him.

How would advise a student-athlete who might be struggling with the 
juggling of responsibilities (practices, games, schoolwork, personal life)?
I was considering not doing sports going into my freshman year. I did speak 
to my XC coach prior to coming to school. I was afraid of the load I would 
bear with working, nursing program, and fulfilling my music scholarship 
obligation. What impressed me was that he did not push me to participate, 
but he left me with this word of advice, “You may be busy during these 
academic years of your life but let me tell you this one thing....if you decide 
not to do sports, you may end up wasting your down time by watching TV 
or doing other non-productive things. You may some day look back on these 
years and will you remember all the times you spent studying, or wasting 
time? Probably not.” Participating in sports will shape your character. It 
forces you to discipline your time and it will form your fondest memories 
looking back for years to come. 

If I had it to do all over again: I would have done it just the same. I have no 
regrets over my decision to play sports.

I would like to request that the college organize alumni sports reunions to 
facilitate connections with former teammates.
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new MAsCOt

Watch a “Day in the Life” of Reggie the 
Redhawk at Roberts.edu/RobertsToday.

sMAll tOwn shOws 
biG heArt After 
hurriCAne hits nyC
By Tom Rivers ’96

When Hurricane Sandy barreled 
through New York City in late 
October, Laura Luft ’95 learned a 
new appreciation for small-town life 
and her close-knit community in 
rural Elba, N.Y. 

D.J. Maid, a former Elban who 
moved to NYC to work as a police 
officer, had been left without power 

after the storm. Many of his neighbors’ homes in Staten Island were waterlogged. So Luft took action, 
gathering friends and encouraging people through Facebook to drop off supplies and donations to the 
Elba firemen’s recreation hall the first weekend in November. 

“People around here knew D.J.,” she said. “We felt terrible. We felt guilty every time we turned a light 
on, realizing that some people had lost everything.”

Having given people just 48 hours notice, Luft expected to fill a pallet, which a local trucking company 
volunteered to deliver to Maid on its way through Staten Island. 

But on November 4, hundreds of people far exceeded Luft’s expectations, dropping off canned food, 
cleaning products, clothing and other supplies — enough to fill an entire tractor trailer. The supplies 
were delivered to Maid last month, and with such a large outpouring of support from the Elba 
community, the donations were able to help others in Maid’s neighborhood, too. 

“I just love this community,” Luft said. “The people wanted to help and they wanted to help directly. 
This was a good way to do it.”

JAke sChindler ’11

Former standout at Irondequoit High and Roberts 
Wesleyan College, Jake Schindler ’11 begins his second 

season with the Lancers as a key defender.  He had three 
goals and three assists last year. Schindler was an  

NCCAA East Region Co-Player of the Year in college.

Judy wriGht ’06

Roberts All-time Leading  
Scorer in Basketball

Judy Wright ’06 was inducted into the Wendy’s College 
Classic Hall of Fame on Sunday, November 25.  This 
year’s inductees comprise the 15th Hall of Fame class. 

AluMni Online COMMunity

Receive news and information about upcoming alumni events. Visit us online for easy access to Class 
Notes. Update your information by visiting Roberts.edu/AlumniContact.
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tOni CustOdiO ’08
Antonia (Toni) Custodio ’08 was recently awarded the Career Achievement 
Award by the Latinas Unidas. This award recognizes Rochester-area 
Latinas for exceptional dedication to work and community.  Toni serves as 
coordinator of facilities and campus services for the Monroe Community 
College Damon City Campus.  She has been at the Damon Campus since 
its inception in 1992.

Jesse wenGer ’03
Upon graduating with a degree in Biochemistry, Jesse enrolled in the 
University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry, graduating in 
2008.  He completed a residency in internal medicine and pediatrics at the 

briAn ’03 And fAith ’01 tOwner
Brian and Faith Towner welcomed Caleb Brian Towner on Friday, June 15, 
2012.  He was 5 lbs. 15 oz. and 20 inches long.

lindA Ahlin ’67

Linda Ahlin resides in Kingston, N.Y.  Linda is a retired kindergarten teacher 
who actively enjoys personal and commercial gardening/landscaping, as 
well as other community projects.  She was the 1,000th graduate of Roberts!

dr. russell e. white ’85

Dr. White’s biggest ministry in Kenya has been to establish a surgical residency 
training program for young African Christian doctors. The program started 
five years ago. Their first two fully trained surgeons graduated in December.  
Dr. White and the residents are excited about this milestone. To read the full 
update from Dr. White, visit www.roberts.edu/robertstoday.

MArielle C. Jensen-bAttAGliA ’09
Michelle graduated from the University of Massachusetts, Doctor of 
Physical Therapy.

AnGelikA M. snyder ’09
Angelika graduated from Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine with 
a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine degree. She is doing her residency in 
Buffalo, N.Y. in Family Medicine.

Andrew-pAul deeb ’10
Andrew-Paul was accepted into the Medical College of Wisconsin MD program.

JOAnnA luCAs ’80
Joanna recently was promoted to senior administrative director at Crozer-
Keystone Health System near Philadelphia, Pa.  She is responsible for care 
management and medical records for a 4-hospital system. She is married to 
Jim Lucas ’78, the worship pastor at Ephrata Nazarene in Ephrata, Pa., and 
they have three children (Jeremy - lives in West Palm Beach, Fla.), Joel and 
Julia (at home).  
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to learn about supporting scholarships and planned giving, 

call 1.800.777.4792 x6505 or visit roberts.edu/plannedgiving.

Choose to give.
   Choose roberts.

{Planned GivinG} at Roberts

Your gift provides a place to  
 learn, laugh and worship.

JOe rebisz ’02
Joe Rebisz and wife, Jocelyn, adopted their 11-year-old daughter, Anastasija, 
from Latvia. She joins their four children: Cade, Arwyn, Brilyn, and Ana.

Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania and the Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia.  Jesse works as a hospitalist in the Pediatric Intensive Care 
Unit at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.
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runner relished rOle 
As MOM And nurse

By Tom Rivers ’96

The two runners sat next to each other for hours 
on the long bus rides to track and cross-country 
meets in Pennsylvania and Ohio. Dan Smith 
enjoyed Jenny Bowser’s company. 

“She was quiet around other people, but when 
you talked to her, she had a depth to her,” Smith 
said. “She was her own person.”

He watched Bowser push herself in the long-
distance races, whether on the muddy 5k cross- 
country courses in the fall, or the indoor and 
outdoor track ovals in the winter and spring. 
She always ran hard, twice breaking 20 minutes 
in the 5k. When she competed, she showed her 
courage, Smith said.

“With running, it’s out there what someone is made 
of,” Smith said. “It shows if someone has resilience 
or not. Jenny prided herself on being tough.”

Smith and Bowser started dating their junior year 
in 1995. They fell in love and married on October 
11, 1997. They settled in small-town LeRoy, 
about a 15-minute drive from Roberts. 

Bowser worked as a registered nurse at United 
Memorial Medical Center in Batavia. Smith 
majored in history at Roberts and planned to 
become a teacher. He picked a career serving 
people with developmental disabilities.

They enjoyed life in Le Roy, raising three 
children: Emma, 13; Ethan, 12; and Eliot, 10.

The couple kept running. They often ran together 
or took turns while one stayed home with 
their kids. Twice, they finished marathons, the  
26.2-mile grueling races. Jenny finished each in 
about four hours.

Smith grew to admire her more, especially the 
way she relished being a mother and her devotion 
to her patients in the intensive care unit.

“She liked to take care of people,” Smith said. 
“She was compassionate. Nursing was a tangible 
way for her to be compassionate and caring.”

The roles reversed on May 31, 2011, when Jenny 
was diagnosed with leukemia. She had been 
feeling sluggish. Two days after Memorial Day, 
she couldn’t bear the pain anymore and went to 
the hospital. 

She endured chemotherapy, and a stem cell 
transplant appeared to be a success. But in early 
2012, the leukemia returned, followed by more 
chemo. She suffered from graft-versus-host 
disease, when the new bone marrow cells fought 
her tissues. In October, the leukemia came back.

Jenny refused to blame God during the ordeal. 
Dan said she read the Scriptures and often 
remarked, especially in the Old Testament, how 
God seemed desperate to have a relationship 
with people.

“She knew God was with her before she had 
leukemia, while she had leukemia and would be 
there after she had leukemia,” Smith said.
Bowser compared her fight with leukemia to the 
25th mile of a marathon, except the finish line 
seems so far away. Sadly, she lost her battle with 
leukemia, passing away on October 22. 

“She wasn’t bitter,” Smith said. “She just wanted 
to get back to her life as a wife and mother. She 
wanted to be a nurse again. She was the hardest-
working and most caring person I know.”

{ a l u m n i  t o d a y }  at Roberts

In Memoriam

rOberts MOurns the lOss Of dOrOthy whittinGhAM ’44

It is with deep sadness that the Roberts community acknowledges the loss of long-time faculty member and friend, Dorothy 
Whittingham. A North Chili resident, Whittingham chaired the division of nursing at the College for more than 32 years. Through 
her dedication and leadership, she encouraged and inspired countless students to pursue careers in nursing and nurse education. 
“Dorothy had the foresight in the 1950’s to understand that nursing education was a liberal education vs. a narrow technical 
training and that nursing programs belonged in colleges like Roberts.  In a very real way we “stand on her shoulders” as we 
continue to grow and expand the Department of Nursing at Roberts Wesleyan College,” said Dr. Susanne Mohnkern, Chair of the 
Department of Nursing. Go to Roberts.edu/RobertsToday to read the article As Good As Gold, written by Dorothy Whittingham.

Roberts Wesleyan College offers 
condolences to the families of the 
following Roberts alumni and 
friends who have passed away.

Carlos L. Twichell ’38 (Tennis, Basketball)
October 30, 2012

Carne Charles Cunningham ’41
September 5, 2012

Ethel J. Williams ’47
December 16, 2012

Ermajean Stam ’51
November 7, 2012

Donald Eugene Frederick ’52  
September 8, 2012

maren H. Larsen ’52
November 23, 2012

Annette V. Welty ’53 (W Basketball)
August 29, 2012

morton C. Armstrong ’57
(Track & Field, XC, Varsity R Club)
November 13, 2012

Harold E. Bowman ’59 (Intramurals)
September 24, 2012

Jenny A. Smith ’97
October 22, 2012

Karen D. Wilk ’97
October 10, 2012

Serge Rosenfeld (Friend)
September 11, 2012

For a complete In Memoriam listing  
visit, Roberts.edu/RobertsToday.
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fOr when yOu tAke fliGht!

Snap a picture with this page! Just tear it off and take Reggie the Redhawk with you on your next 
big trip, family holiday or out-of-country adventure.  We will spotlight you in our new feature called 
“Redhawks Around the World.”  

Please include your photo, full name, class year and a description of where the photo was taken.

shAre yOur phOtO!
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