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People with autism lead group Campaign D

West Extra
T Pultnam

Cawst colimnist

On Now, 17, Dalton Leta takes his final
bow as the lead in Artists Unlimited's
production of *Shrek the Musical” at Ko-
dak Center, His most influential role,
though, 1s that of the founder of Cam-
palgn [y, a new organization based on
the west side to spread autlsm aware-
ness and promote inclusivity.

“Campalgn [ ls run by individuals
with autlsm,” sald Letta, 34, a charls-
mathe actor and autlsm swareness ad-
vocate who was diagnosed with the
apectrum disorder at age 3, “It s the per-
sonal voice for people with autism and o
way to give back to the community.”

mnmllnig 1= & oy plece of Cam-
padgn [, which was recently Incorparat-
e and I on its way to nonprofit status,

The group holds many of its activities
at the town of Gates’ complex on Buffalo
Rond, Gates was the fist town in New
York 1o moelve an Autism-Friendly
Community designation (by the Autism
Councll) and has embraced Letta and
his organkzation,

“To watch Dalton grow into this robe
has been a joy,” sald Gates Town Super-
vigor Cosmao A, Glunta, who has known
Dalton — also the town's autism ambae-
saddor — sinee he wag a little boy, “I'm
really proud of him,”

Its not unusual to stop by Campaign
s soctal elub on a Friday afternoons at
this town's recreation conter and find Gi-
unita playing plnmwm with club mem-
bers or a Gates Police Department offi-

cor hanging out with the group,
*The best way o leam |s through in-
teracting,” sald James VanBroderode,

chief of the Gates Police Department,
“Campaign D has added a new dimen-

sion to our tralning and department. We
all know Dalton now and all of our offi-
E;J'fm have a puzzle piece on their uni-

m.

The puzzle plece, & universal symbol
of autlsm awareness, i also on all of the
town's pollee cors. Letta has spoken to
Gates officers on tophes ke how to in-
terview Individuals on the autism spec-
trum whio have witnessed a crime,

Jerrl Sparks of Churchwville, who at-
terwds Ca Iy events with her son
Jared, 22, has heard Letta speak on ls-
aues such as autlzm and law enforce-
mient,

“Dalton Is such a great leader of this
movement because he ls so articulate,
funny and well informed about the ls-
sues,” Sparks sald. “To have an organi-
zation mun by individuals with autiem i
a0 unlgque and getting thelr perspective
on lssues Is so Important,”
hopes Campatgn D il vt el .

% 1w a volee (n
changing laws and policles beyond o
kmrlﬁlwnl.ﬂm af hia goals ks for school
digtricts to improve educating families
about transitlon programs for individ-
uals with autism after they graduate,

After Letia, the son of Krystin Letta
and the late Travis Letta, graduated
from Greece Arcadia High School in
203, he faced o perlod of downtime be-
fore his family learmed about the Bridge
to BEaming, Living and Leaming (BELL)
program at Roberts Wesleyan College,

four-semester BELL program s
an Inclusive postsecondary certificate
program on campus for students age 10
to 26 with intellectual and developmen-
tal disabilities. It focuses on pereonal
growth and also prepares gradustes for
competitive employment.

Volunteers from the BELL program,
from which Letta graduated in 2006 and
now serves as the program's special lial-
son to the community, aleo attend Cam-
palgn ['s social club.

That's where you'll also find Letta's
o — ghving suggmt to other parents
and caregivers of children and adults on
the autism mm and looking on
with pride at her son as he keads Cam-

paiga .

Before Campaign D, families with
members with autism didn't have a
presence on the west side,” Krystin Let-
ta sald.

Contact  Courle ol courle@@ur-
grad rochester.odu with news  [rom
west-side towns. Shes on Twitter at
@CauriePutnam and on Facebook at
favehook.com,/Brockport Blog.

From left: Gates Police Chiel James
VanBrederods, Campalgn D foundar
Dalton Letta, Gates Town Suparvisor
Cosmo A. Glunta and Danlel Hoock,
director of the Gates Recreation &
Parks Dopartment. CAURE PUTHAM



