
With Gratitude 
   to a Man of Grace



3Summer 2014

CICU

ROBERTS TODAY
The magazine for alumni and friends of 
Roberts Wesleyan College and Northeastern 
Seminary, Vol.37, No. 1, Summer 2014.  
 
Published by Roberts Wesleyan College  
and Northeastern Seminary,  
2301 Westside Drive, Rochester, NY 14624-1997;
Phone 585.594.6500; Email editor@roberts.edu.  
The magazine is distributed free to alumni, parents,  
faculty, staff, friends and students.

PRESIDENT
John A. Martin

TRUSTEES
John D. Cooke ’66
Timothy R. Harner
David W. Hughes
George A. Kimmich 
Roy W. King, NES ’04
Norman P. Leenhouts, Vice Chair
Paul A. Lysander ’85
Duncan W. O’Dwyer
Dwight M. (Kip) Palmer, Vice Chair
Mary G. Perna, Secretary
E. John Reinhold ’63
David B. Rinker
David T. Roller
Deborah K. Schmidt ’79
Terry R. Taber, Chair
Steven E. Von Berg
Caryl L. Wenzke NES ’04
Daniel D. Wolfe
Mary A. Worboys-Turner

TRUSTEES EMERITI
David C. Hoselton 
Lorne W. Jackson

PRESIDENT’S CABINET
David Basinger – Dean, School of Professional  
       Studies/Interim Chief Academic Officer
Jack Connell – Executive Vice President
Robert Rood – AVP for Finance and Interim CFO
Nelson W. Hill ’77 – VP for Academic and Student Support
Ruth A. Logan ’01 – VP for Administration
Stanley C. Pelkey – Dean, School of Liberal Arts and Sciences  

PUBLISHER
Donna McLaren ’99 – Assoc. VP of Brand and  
      Marketing Communications

EDITOR 
Kate Merz ’14

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Jessica Scribani ’09 ’14

WRITERS
Donna McLaren ’99
Ben Murphy ’00
Katie Roche
Darlene McCown

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Island Photography
Matt Wittmeyer Photography
Stegall’s Photography
David Edmonson - cover and center spread

A special note of thanks to all those who  
submitted personal photographs.

Due to space limitations, the College and Seminary reserves 
the right to edit submissions for space and content.  We will 
determine the most appropriate media, print or online, to share 
your news.  Please submit news items to editor@roberts.edu

CORRECTIONS
Fall 2013 issue of Roberts Today -

Brittany Porter ’14  listed as Bethany Porter in Where has Reggie 
been? p. 46,  corrections were made to RT Online listing.

At the close of the May 2002 Commencement 
ceremony, as President Bill Crothers and I walked 
down the aisle between the graduates in the Voller 
Athletic Center, he shook my hand and, with a 
smile on his face, said, “It’s all yours.” At the same 
moment, Rilla, his talented wife, was saying to 
Kathryn, “Over to you!” We had full hearts.

Nineteen months later, my heart was in serious 
need of repair.

Little did I know, at that Commencement 
celebration, there was a growing problem in my 
heart and that in less than two years I would need 
quadruple bypass surgery. I shared a demographic 
with former President Bill Clinton (who, I might 
add, had received the best medical care in the 
world) and about 300,000 others in our country 
who face heart surgery each year.

We do not know what the future holds. But that 
should not stop us from entering into our calling 
with gusto.

And gusto it has been for the 12 years of my 
presidency—also enjoyment, delight, pleasure, 
enthusiasm, passion and zest! Those adjectives 
all came from my computer’s thesaurus, but they 
also describe the condition of my heart.

During our presidency, the relationships on and 
off campus have been important for Kathryn 
and me. People have been kind—so warm and 
so caring—and also so generous! During the 
time that I have been at the helm, we have been 
able to rebuild our entire campus because of the 
generosity of God’s people and the careful work 
of many co-laborers.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Certainly, there have also been difficulties. 
Together, we had to weather the economic 
downturn that began in 2007 and the continuing 
population decline in of our part of the state. We 
have, along with our peer institutions, had to 
work and live with many challenges of cultural 
shifts and changing times, but we have kept hope 
and faith in God’s promises to never leave us 
during hardship.

The Roberts and Northeastern family rallies 
when times are difficult and rejoices together 
when things are good. On December 11, 2003, 
the outpouring of care and concern for my family 
was overwhelming, while the fate of my heart 
was uncertain. Board Chair David Hoselton and 
his wife, Coralie, sat for hours with Kathryn in 
the waiting room at Strong Memorial Hospital. It 
was a beautiful illustration of the way Roberts’ 
people face life together.

Kathryn and I are now moving deep into the heart 
of Texas. We are going home to responsibilities 
and opportunities there. But we are leaving 
part of our hearts at the place where Ellen and 
B.T. Roberts established the first Free Methodist 
institution. For 12 years, we lived on the hill 
overlooking Buffalo Road the way our founder 
and all of his successors have during the 150 
years of our beloved Roberts Wesleyan College 
and Northeastern Seminary.

We are profoundly grateful for the immense 
privilege and rewards of serving you; we thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts.

John and Kathryn Martin

A  C A M P A I G N  F O R  R O B E R T S  W E S L E Y A N  C O L L E G E  
A N D  N O R T H E A S T E R N  S E M I N A R Y

As we celebrate the accomplishments of the past 150 years, we look to the future with hope. Join us in 
the Legacy 150 Capital Campaign to break ground for future generations and provide scholarships, 
endowments and exceptional educational experiences in the new Science and Nursing Center and 
renovated Merlin G. Smith Science Center.

Give today at Legacy150.roberts.edu
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A SEASON OF HOPE.
We live in a world of change; the evidence 
of change is all around us.  As another 
academic year came to a close we prepared 
to say farewell and extended heartfelt words 
of gratitude and appreciation to President 
John Martin and First Lady, Kathryn Martin 
(p.24 -31) for their 18 years of service 
and stewardship.  And as spring becomes 
summer, summer becomes fall; we are filled 
with hopefulness for the inauguration of Dr. 
Deana Porterfield (p. 11).  

As a community, we are excited to be in 
a season of building and growing as the 
Legacy 150 Campaign (p. 33) will provide 
scholarships, endowments and exceptional 
educational experiences in the New Science 
and Nursing Center (p.34 ).  We invite you 
to share your hope for generations to come 
on Instagram and Twitter with the hashtag 
#HopeforRoberts.  

Scripture tells us, “To everything there is 
a season, a time for every purpose under 
heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3).   God has appointed 
the times and seasons and this brings HOPE 
because we know God has a purpose.  As we 
lean into the season ahead may we “lean 
into HOPE, change, and God’s faithfulness” 
(2014, Dr. Deana Porterfield, www.roberts.
edu/roadtoroberts).

We HOPE you enjoy this issue!

Kate Merz
Editor
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Roberts Today Publisher, Donna 
McLaren ’99, and Editor, Kate Merz ’14, 
“breaking ground.”
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Did my neurons 
make me do it or 
did I have a choice? 

On Feb. 27, Roberts 
Wesleyan College 
hosted the Barnes 
Science and Faith 
Symposium, “Free 
Will in the World 
of Neuroscience.” 
Dr. Warren Brown, 

director of the Lee Travis Research Institute and 
professor at Fuller Theological Seminary, explored 
the theological implications of neuroscience 
research at a series of well-attended presentations.

Brown is involved in neuroscience research 
related to particular cognitive and psychosocial 
disabilities. He and other colleagues are also 
researching the psychology and neuroscience of 
compassion and generosity, work that has resulted 
in a $1.2 million grant from the John Templeton 
Foundation.

NEW REDHAWKS ON  
THE RED CARPET

In mid-March, the undergraduate 
admissions team hosted a record 
number of over 300 prospective 
students, parents and siblings for an 
Accepted Students Day. This event 
is a last chance look at Roberts before 
Seniors in high school make their 
decision on where to attend college. 
The admissions team pulled out all 
the stops in welcoming prospects with 
a VIP atmosphere including a night 
of entertainment, a limousine tour 
and, of course, Rochester’s very own  
garbage plates!

ENACTUS TEAM PLACES SECOND  
IN NATIONAL COMPETITION

The College’s Enactus team placed second in the nation, ahead of 498 teams, at the 2014 
Enactus United States National Exposition April 1-3 in Cincinnati, Ohio. It is the highest 
ranking in the college’s 13-year history of participation.  

The Roberts Enactus team focused on acute needs in the city of Rochester by helping local 
entrepreneurs, at-risk teens and underemployed refugees. The team worked hard to create 
innovative projects to address these needs, resulting in measurable progress for the local 
community.  

“Our students’ commitment to the City of Rochester is impressive, and their work ethic is 
second to none,” Enactus faculty leader Carrie Starr said. “Their theme for this year was ’We 
major in the impossible.’ I’d say they proved that’s true, as they addressed these societal issues 
with great success!” The winners of national Enactus expositions are invited to compete at 
the prestigious Enactus World Cup, which will be held in October at the China National 
Convention Center in Beijing Olympic Park. 

Starr also received the Sam Walton Fellow of the Year Award, which honors individuals who 
have advanced the Enactus organization, made outstanding contributions to the team and 
helped students with career placement.  

“Carrie has served as the Sam Walton Fellow for Roberts Enactus team for the past six years,” 
said Steve Bovee, chair of Roberts Wesleyan’s department of business. “Her leadership has 
brought increased focus and intentionality to the team’s portfolio of projects, driving the team 
toward projects with greater impact and sustainability. Carrie is an outstanding individual and 
tremendous leader.  Her influence on our Enactus students and alumni has been life changing, 
and the impact of her work through the students, on those we serve in our community and 
around the world, continues to be felt.”

To view the competition presentation, visit www.roberts.edu/RobertsToday.

CHRISTMAS GALA 2013

In addition to authoring or coauthoring more than 
75 scholarly articles and 15 chapters in edited 
scholarly books, Brown has written and presented 
on the integration of neuroscience and Christian 
faith. He was principal editor and contributor 
to “Whatever Happened to the Soul? Scientific 
and Theological Portraits of Human Nature” and 
co-authored  “Did My Neurons Make Me Do It?: 
Philosophical and Neurobiological Perspectives 
on Moral Responsibility and Free Will” and “The 
Physical Nature of Christian Life: Neuroscience, 
Psychology and the Church.”

The Barnes Science and Faith Symposium is made 
possible by the generous support of Dr. and Mrs. 
David Barnes, who have been active participants 
in the Roberts Wesleyan College community since 
the 1970s. Dr. Barnes, professor emeritus in biology, 
taught at Roberts from 1970 to 2004. His wife, Avis, 
taught in the Pavilion School District for 30 years. 
They created the Barnes Symposium to foster an 
annual presentation series that would address 
issues of science and Christian faith.

BARNES SCIENCE AND FAITH SYMPOSIUM — 
“FREE WILL IN THE WORLD OF NEUROSCIENCE”

The Roberts Wesleyan College Chorale and 
Community Orchestra, along with six soloists, 
featured selections from Handel’s Messiah 
- Part I of “Messiah,” plus the “Hallelujah 
Chorus” and the final “Amen”, during the 
Christmas Gala Concert, December 7 and 8 
at Hale Auditorium. The program included 
performances by the instrumental ensembles 
and the women’s choir, along with original 
carol arrangements.

JOIN US! SUMMER@ROBERTS 2014
Get a high-quality education, enjoy admissions programs, strengthen your athletics skills or experience a community event.

NES Conference on Ministry
June 17-18, 2014

Biology Camp
July 21-25, 2014

All-Sports Camp
July 28- August 1, 2014

Volleyball Overnight Camp
July 31- August 2, 2014

Women’s Soccer Overnight ID Camp
August 8-9, 2014

Soccer Day Camp
August 11-15, 2014

ACADEMICS

ROBERTS ATHLETICS

ADMISSIONS
RWC Connection
June 30- July 1, 2014

Admissions Preview Day
July 15, 2014 & August 11, 2014

OTHERS

Summer Art Academy
July 21-25, 2014

Drama Kids International
July 21-25, 2014

Westside Theatre Camp
July 21-28, 2014

GVACs Antique Car Show
August 3, 2014

www.roberts.edu/summeratrobertsOUTSIDE SPORTS CAMPS
FCA Lacrosse Camp
August 5-8, 2014

PGC Basketball Camp
July 15-19, 2014 & July 21-25, 2014
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Below are highlights of the upcoming Howard Stowe Roberts Cultural Life Center events. 
For a full schedule and tickets, visit www.roberts.edu/CLC or call 585.594.6008.

PERFORMING ARTS SERIES 2014 – 2015 

The Annual Christmas Gala
December 6, 2014
December 7, 2014

Cabro Frio
August 17, 2014

Westside Story
January 16-18 & 23-25, 2015

The Dixie Melody Boys
October 17, 2014

Jars of Clay
October 12, 2014

St. Olaf Choir
February 2, 2015

NEW TIME-SHORTENED 
DEGREE-COMPLETION 
PROGRAM IN CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE ADMINISTRATION

The Criminal Justice Department launched a new 
time-shortened, degree-completion Bachelor of 
Science degree in Criminal Justice Administration 
(CJA). This program will enable law-enforcement 
professionals from both the public and private 
sectors to complete a bachelor’s degree in as 
few as 15 months, one night per week. Unlike 
traditional criminal justice degrees, this 
innovative program has been designed for — and 
created in consultation with — Rochester’s own 
criminal justice professionals. 

Mark Concordia, a highly regarded instructor for 
local and federal law-enforcement agencies and a 
recognized expert in counterterrorism, will serve 
as program director. 

Under Concordia’s leadership, the new CJA 
program curriculum strategically blends the 
market-proven business curriculum established in 
Roberts Wesleyan’s Organizational Management 
(OM) program with the latest in criminal-justice 
leadership training. 

Among other qualifications, the ideal CJA student 
should have a minimum of two years of professional 
law-enforcement work experience (private or 
public sectors) and at least 60 college credits. 

For more details on the CJA program, contact the CJA 
enrollment office by phone at 585-594-6024, email 
CJA@roberts.edu or visit www.roberts.edu/CJA.

ARUNAS CHESONIS, CEO OF 
SWEETWATER ENERGY,  
JOINED STUDENTS AND 
FACULTY FOR LUNCHEON

Mark Peterson – Greater  
Rochester Enterprise

2014 SHOENHALS SYMPOSIUM 

On March 20th, as part of the Schoenhals Symposium, Ben Heppner spent over two hours with 
students, speaking with them about his Christian faith and his international opera career.  He also 
presented a master class where some of our students and graduates sang opera arias, and he made 
suggestions about how they could improve their performance.  The purpose of the Schoenhals Fine 
and Performing Arts Endowment is to bring to Roberts campus outstanding artists and performers 
who have achieved stature in their respective fields without compromising their artistic integrity or 
their Christian commitment.  It was quite remarkable for students to have the opportunity to work 
with him, and to benefit from the experiences of someone who clearly represents and exemplifies 
these values.

From Left to Right: Julie Runion, piano, RWC piano faculty; Emma McDermitt-Wise ‘15, soprano; 
Wei-Han Wu, pianist; Jessica Moss ‘13, soprano; Ben Heppner; Constance Fee, RWC voice faculty; 
Chad DeHaven ‘06, tenor; Michael Landrum, RWC piano faculty

US Navy Band Commodores
November 4, 2014

Rhythm of the Dance
March 21, 2015

SPECIAL EDUCATION, M.ED. 
(ONLINE)

Coming this August, the Department of 
Teacher Education will be offering a fully 
online program for Professional Certification 
in Special Education. This modular program 
offers certified teachers the skills and 
competencies to effectively teach all students 
in today’s classrooms. Teachers will leave this 
program with expertise in teaching students 
who have a range of high to low-incidence 
disabilities.  They will learn about cutting-
edge assistive and instructional technologies, 
the latest brain research, prescriptive 
collaboration planning models, and teaching 
practices centered upon aligning student 
goals with Common Core State Standards.  

For more information about this program, please 
visit the website at: www.roberts.edu/sped

From left to Right: Joshua Fox ’15, Alyssa 
Myslivecek ’14, Rebecca Synder ’14, Daniel 
Booth ’15, Arunas Chesonis, Victoria Houser ’15

2013 WINTER COMMENCEMENT

109  Bachelor’s level degrees
 
62   Master’s level degrees

16%  From School of Liberal Arts  
 and Sciences 

80 %  From School of 
 Professional Studies 

4%  From General 
 Education Council
 
9%  From Online Programs

To view the commencement address, visit www.roberts.edu/RobertsToday.
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Starting in Fall 2015, we are offering a scholarship to  
all incoming freshmen to offset the cost of room. 

Alumni – Help get the word out by providing the names of  
students who will be starting their senior year in high school.  
Visit higherlearning.roberts.edu/alumni_referral

Parents – Visit the web to learn more, apply  
to Roberts, or sign up for a campus tour. 
Visit www.roberts.edu/FreeRoom

Your faith is important to you. 
And so are your finances.
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The President’s Banquet  – May 8, 2014
Roberts Wesleyan College and Northeastern Seminary

2014 SPRING COMMENCEMENT

303  Bachelor’s level degrees

161 Master’s level degrees

91  School of Liberal Arts and Sciences

362   School of Professional Studies

2.8%  From General Education Council

7.5%  From Online Programs

Watch the video, After Roberts: Plans of Recent Graduates, 
on the Roberts YouTube Channel.  

Dr. John A. Martin delivered the keynote address at Roberts Wesleyan 
College’s spring commencement ceremony.

To view the commencement address, visit www.roberts.edu/RobertsToday.

On May 8, the College and Seminary hosted the 
annual President’s Banquet, at the Rochester 
Riverside Convention Center. It was an evening 
of celebration and recognition to honor President 
John and Kathryn Martin’s 18 years of service. 

Lieutenant Governor Robert Duffy was awarded 
the President’s Award of Excellence for 
exhibiting the outstanding traits found in the 
mission statement of the College and Seminary: 
Scholarship, Spiritual Formation and Service.  

President-elect, Dr. Deana Porterfield, introduced 
herself to attendees and shared her excitement 
for her upcoming role as President of the College 
and Seminary. 

Dr. Jack Connell launched the Legacy 150 
Campaign. He highlighted the current progress 
of the total campaign goal, including scholarship 
funds, the Science and Nursing Center, and 
endowments.

PORTERFIELD WILL BE THE 11TH PRESIDENT

Dr. Deana L. Porterfield will take office on July 1, 2014.  No stranger to Christian Higher Education, Porterfield 
has served at Azusa Pacific University (APU) and Azusa Pacific Online University (APOU) for more than 24 
years in various roles, including vice president for enrollment management, chief of staff, and senior vice 
president for people and organizational development at APU and, more 
recently, as executive vice president at APOU.  Dr. Porterfield’s experience 
in advancing Christian higher education, her administrative experience 
and passion to prepare students who will make a difference in the world 
make her the ideal person for the presidential role. Porterfield is committed 
to the mission, vision and core values of Roberts and Northeastern. She is a 
leader who will drive change for new, more impactful ways of serving the 
next generation of students through Christian education.

“As the field of higher education continues to change, I believe Roberts 
and Northeastern are positioned to be a beacon, delivering Christian 
education that is affordable and accessible to all who desire it. The rich 
heritage and values of Roberts and Northeastern provide the foundation 
and momentum needed to propel us into the future. We will continue the 
legacy of graduating men and women of character, ready to serve the world.”  
– Deana L. Porterfield

Porterfield earned a doctorate in organizational leadership from the University of La Verne in La Verne, 
California. She also holds a master’s degree in organizational management and a bachelor’s degree in music 
from Azusa Pacific University in Azusa, California.  She is married to Doug and has two daughters.

The College is currently planning the inauguration of Dr. Deana L. Porterfield as the next president of Roberts 
Wesleyan College and Northeastern Seminary.  The inauguration is scheduled for 11 a.m. Friday, September 
26th in Andrews B. Hale Auditorium in the Howard Stowe Roberts Cultural Life Center.

Doug and Deana Porterfield 
with President John Martin

11Summer 2014

Follow Deana –  Blog: www.roberts.edu/RoadToRoberts; Twitter: @robertspres

President John Martin Lieutenant Governor Robert Duffy

From Left to Right: Bob and Mary Hastings, 
Norm Leenhouts

Maggie Brooks – County Exectuive, Monroe County From Left to Right: Mike Schwabl, Lauren Dixon, 
John Martin

Dave and Coralie Hoselton acknowledging the 
Martins’ great work

From Left to Right: Dr. Martin, 
Dr. Porterfield, Dr. Crothers

Kathryn and John Martin
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2014 brings with it the retirement of several cherished members of our faculty and staff. And while 
their professional accomplishments are well worth noting, we thought it worthwhile to celebrate their 
years of dedicated, faithful service with some highlights from their students and colleagues. Each of 
these faculty and staff members will be dearly missed, and we wish them all the best as they continue 
on their paths! 

John L. Campolieto, M.S. (Assistant Professor of Education)
19 years of service

After retiring with more than 32 years in public education at BOCES 1, John Campolieto spent 10 
years as a professor in the Teacher Education Department at Roberts. Although a very knowledgeable 
instructor and gifted communicator, John will be remembered most fondly by students and colleagues 
alike for his care and compassion, traits that will, in the words of one former student, “ripple through 
the generations” of teachers he has taught.  

Leonard Paul Erb, Ph.D. (Assistant Professor of Social Work)
19 years of service

Dr. Erb is the last of the original pioneers of our MSW program.  Over his 19 years of service at Roberts 
Wesleyan College he developed countless field placements, taught over 90 courses, and held more field 
seminars than anyone else in the history of our program.  

One student wrote: “Dr. Erb asked before each of our classes if there was anything or anyone who we 
could pray for together in each of the student’s personal lives.  He would write them all down and we 
would all pray together.  When he did that we could see and feel the compassion that he had for each 
person and each issue.  He also had passion when we were talking in class and his way of presenting 
the material showed his passion.  Lastly, I have heard him be thankful to the younger crowd when they 
have explained different issues.  “I am truly grateful for all of your responses to help me understand”, 
he said.  And when you saw him you could see that he truly meant it.  I feel that he is the most 
compassionate teacher I’ve had.”

Martha A. Garland (Teacher Education Coordinator of Field Placement)
13 years of service

The State of New York requires that all teacher education students have Observation/Participation 
Experience Placements (OPEs) in conjunction with their course work.  Marty Garland served 10 
years as the Coordinator of Field Placement.  Her skill in establishing and maintaining the necessary 
relationships with staff, teachers, and administrators and her ability to both encourage students and 
help them resolve personal and logistical problems endeared her to students and faculty like.  

Loyst K. Hutt (Facilities Custodian)
41 years of service

Loyst Hutt has faithfully served the college for 41 years. He has been a diligent and willing servant 
who consistently carried out the tasks that were put before him. In a quiet and unassuming way he 
demonstrated Christian service with humbleness and self-sacrifice. 

FACULTY AND STAFF RETIREMENTS

John L. Campolieto

Leonard Paul Erb

Martha A. Garland

Loyst K. Hutt (Center)

HAPPY RETIREMENT AND MAY GOD BLESS PROVOST ZWIER
By Donna McLaren ’99

Robert Zwier retired on May 15, 2014, after seven 
years of faithful service as Roberts’ Provost. 
Zwier spent more than 35 years in higher 
education. Prior to joining Roberts in 2007, he 
was provost of Malone College in Ohio. Zwier 
also worked as vice president for academic affairs 
at Iowa’s Northwestern College, where he taught 
for nine years before being named vice president 
for academic affairs in 1988. He held that post 
until 1999, when he became vice president for 
academic affairs at Colorado Christian University. 

Zwier grew up in Holland, Mich., and received a 
bachelor’s degree in political science from Calvin 
College in Grand Rapids, Mich. He earned his 
doctorate and master of arts degrees in political 
science from the University of Wisconsin at Madison. 

As Provost of Roberts, Zwier was second in 
command, responsible for providing leadership 
in all areas of academic life. He was the primary 
liaison to the Middle States and New York 
accreditation agencies, led the College’s strategic 
planning and academic review process, and 
oversaw the academic re-organization of the 
College into two schools (School of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences and School of Professional Studies). 
Zwier also added a dozen new programs and 
two satellite locations (Buffalo and Jefferson 
Road in Rochester), facilitated student learning 
assessments, enhanced faculty evaluation 
policies and processes, and taught in the Political 
Science Department most every year, which 
helped him better gauge student interests, 

capabilities and experiences. He also supervised 
campus ministries, student development and 
admissions, as well as the general leadership of 
academic programs and institutions; observed 
and borrowed best practices from a variety of 
institutions as Chief Academic Officer, and 
handed diplomas to about 4,000 graduates during 
his tenure. 

He recently reflected on his time at Roberts: The 
greatest strength of Roberts Wesleyan College is its 
people, the faculty and staff who are committed to 
the success of students. If I were to create an “All 
Star” team of faculty and staff from the Christian 
colleges where I have served, there would be a 
number of Roberts people playing on that team.

I feel a special sense of pride at Commencement 
when I see the fruits of our work in the students 
who have learned and matured, and who are now 
better equipped to serve God and humankind 
in their careers and their vocations. A very 
special moment was awarding a diploma to my 
son Steven, recognizing the rich educational 
experience he had at Roberts.

With his retirement plans mapped out, Zwier 
will be moving to Columbus, Ohio, to be closer 
to his two sons, Steven and Michael. Steven is 

in graduate school at Duquesne University in 
Pittsburgh and Michael is a meteorologist with 
the National Weather Service in Charleston. 
Zwier also plans to teach part-time and consult at 
the collegiate level. He has visited 48 states and 
would like to travel to the final two: Alaska and 
Hawaii.

On behalf of the faculty and staff at the 
College, we pray retirement will be a wonderful 
experience, and may God give him peace and a 
life of satisfaction.  

The College has appointed Dr. David Basinger, 
Dean of the School of Professional Studies, to 
serve as Interim Vice President of Academic 
Affairs and Chief Academic Officer. Basinger will 
continue in this role until President-elect Deana 
Porterfield selects a permanent Chief Academic 
Officer.  

“Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord ... make the most of 
every opportunity for doing good.”   (Ephesians 5: 10, 16)

From left to Right: Robert Zwier, Barbara Rose, John Martin
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Several awards are presented to Roberts Wesleyan College faculty and staff members 
each year for outstanding performance during the academic year.  The following awards 
were presented during this year’s Celebration of Excellence Chapel and the Faculty 
Celebration Luncheon.

The Darlene E. McCown Faculty Service Award presented annually to a faculty member 
whose outstanding service to others and extraordinary caring as a member of the faculty 
was awarded to Dr. Amy A. Kovach ’04, Assistant Professor of Chemistry, Department of 
Biological and Chemical Sciences.

The Donald Mohnkern Academic Advisement Award, presented annually to a faculty 
member in recognition of excellence in the academic advisement of students, was 
awarded to Dr. Cynthia R. Davis, Professor of Biology, Department of Biological and 
Chemical Sciences.

The Barbara S. Muller Memorial Award for Teaching Excellence is presented annually 
to faculty members in recognition of effective teaching.  From the School of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, recipients were Dr. Matthew D. Moore ’94, Assistant Professor of History, 
Department of History and Dr. Timothy R. Dwyer, Professor of Christian Scriptures, 
Department of Religion and Philosophy.  From the School of Professional Studies, 
recipients were Mrs. Janice E. Glose ’89, Assistant Professor of Nursing, Department 
of Nursing, Dr. Marcia L. O’Brien, Associate Professor of Accounting, Department of 
Business, and Mr. John J. O’Kane, Assistant Professor of Education, Department of 
Teacher Education.

The Faculty Professional Activity Award presented annually to a faculty member 
in recognition of outstanding professional accomplishments within her/his area of 
training or expertise and apart from normal classroom activity, committee, and campus 
obligations, was awarded to Mr. Douglas R. Giebel, Professor of Art, Chair, Department 
of Visual Arts.

The Ruth McIntyre Sittig and William K. Sittig Faculty Growth Award, an endowment 
established to recognize current and future significant research and professional activity 
for faculty in their pursuit of excellence, was awarded to Dr. Michael J. Schillaci, 
Assistant Professor of Physics, Department of Computer Sciences, Mathematics, and 
Physics.

The Mary Eleanor “Mel” Anderson Outstanding Service Staff Award was presented to 
Jeff Otto ’09, Director of Network Operations and Infrastructure, as he is a dedicated, self-
sacrificing servant, consistently going the extra mile for students and colleagues, while 
being exemplary in his performance and actively serving in his church and community.  

The Staff Towel and Basin Award was given to Shirley Mark for patiently and quietly 
demonstrating a steadfast focus on serving others in a spirit of humility, unity and caring, 
and faithfulness to God, RWC, and NES, through her duties as campus Gardener.  What 
she does working in the soil is a tribute to her artistry, her leadership in teaching those 
who work with her, and her commitment to doing whatever is possible to reflect the 
beauty of God’s creation on campus.  

FACULTY AND STAFF AWARDSNEW STAFF HIRES 
AND TRANSFERS

Charlene Bevilacqua
Coordinator of Recruitment  
and Marketing,  
Department of Nursing

Michael Blankenship
Content Marketing Specialist,  
Brand and Marketing Communications

Lilia Gallagher
Desktop Support Technician,  
Information Technology Services

Jacqueline Gallup
Switchboard Operator and  
Office Assistant,  
Admissions Office

Sarah E. George ’04
Administrative Assistant
School of Professional Studies
Department of Teacher Education

Jacqueline Kemp ’13
Admissions Counselor,  
Admissions Office

Evangeline Kovach
Assistant to the Dean,  
School of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Ann Valento
Admissions Data and  
Response Coordinator,  
Admissions Office

Melanie Williams
Employment Coordinator and 
Administrative Assistance,  
Office of Human Resources

Jaclyn Winne ’13
Financial Aid Specialist, 
Student Financial Services

Dr. Kathryn Cacic, Assistant Professor of Nursing, Department of Nursing 
Cacic earned a doctor of nursing practice from Rush University, an M.S./Nurse Practitioner degree from 
the University of Wisconsin and a Bachelor of Arts from California State University.  She teaches Roberts 
Wesleyan’s online modular R.N. to B.S. Program from her home in Wisconsin. Since 2007, Kathryn has served 
as a nurse practitioner in the Clinical Research Inpatient Unit in the University of Wisconsin Hospitals and 
Clinics, and taught as adjunct faculty for Excelsior University in Albany, N.Y. For several of those years, she also 
concurrently served the Wisconsin Department of Corrections as a nurse practitioner.

NEW–FACULTY INTRODUCTIONS

We welcomed several new faculty, who served faithfully in our classrooms and online 
programs during the 2013-2014 academic year.

Dr. Bethany Claes ’06, Assistant Professor of Psychology, Department of Psychology
Claes earned her Doctor of Psychology and Master of Science in psychology from Alfred University, and her 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and Communication from Roberts Wesleyan College. Before joining the Roberts 
faculty, she most recently served as an assistant professor of psychology at Nazareth College and worked in 
private practice as a licensed psychologist for Rochester Psychological Associates PLLC.

Dr. Denise Johnson, Assistant Professor of Education, Part-time, Department of 
Teacher Education
Johnson earned both a Doctor of Education and a Master of Science in Educational 
Administration from the University of Rochester, and a Bachelor of Science in 
Elementary and Secondary Education from SUNY Oswego. Prior to beginning at 
Roberts, Denise was employed for four years as a teacher on special assignment, 
serving as assistant to the principal and literacy coach for Winslow Elementary in 
the Rush-Henrietta School District.

Laura Coles, Instructor of Clinical Nursing, Department of Nursing
A 2006 graduate of Binghamton University (SUNY) with a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing, Coles is working toward a Master of Science in Nursing Education with the 
University of Phoenix. Prior to joining Roberts, she most recently completed a three-
and-a-half-year assignment with Mercy Ships in several locations in West Africa, 
where she served as a ward nurse educator, charge nurse and pediatric ward nurse. 

Christine Lupiani ’10, Assistant Clinical Professor of Nursing, 
Department of Nursing
Lupiani is a graduate of Roberts’ Master of Science in Nursing Education and also 
has a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the University of Rochester and an 
Associate of Science in Nursing from Monroe Community College. Prior to joining 
the Roberts faculty, she served as a part-time and adjunct nursing instructor not only 
for Roberts, but also for the Genesee Valley BOCES PN program, Niagara County 
Community College and The College at Brockport (SUNY). In addition, she has 
served as an RN team leader in outpatient dialysis for Fresenius Medical Care and 
has past nursing experience in mental health, neonatal and medical/surgical care.

From left to Right: Robert Zwier, Janice Glose ’89, 
Marcia O’Brien, John O’Kane, Matthew Moore ’94

From left to Right: Jack Connell, Amy Kovach ’04

From left to Right: Cynthia Davis, Robert Zwier

From left to Right: Jack Connell, Jeff Otto ’09
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FACULTY HIGHLIGHTS
 
Dr. Rod Bassett, Professor of Psychology, presented 
a paper and two posters at the CAPS International 
Conference in Atlanta, Ga. “Terror Management 
Theory: Empirical consideration for the good, 
bad and ugly,” “Moral Foundations Theory and 
the inclination to forgive or seek forgiveness” and 
“Is it really more blessed to give than to receive? 
A revisiting of forgiveness and health” were each 
co-authored by RWC undergraduate and graduate 
Psychology students.

Dr. Elvera Berry ’63, Professor of Communication, 
presented “By and Through Transcendence: 
Beyond Catharsis in Thomas Mann” and met 
with the executive council of the Eastern 
Communication Association (ECA) during the 
National Communication Association Convention 
in Washington, D.C. The paper was part of a panel 
examining the philosophy of communication and 
literature. Berry also attended the ECA’s convention 
in Pittsburgh and presented a paper in response 
to a recently published book, “Ralph Ellison and 
Kenneth Burke: At the Roots of the Racial Divide.” 

Sandra “Sam” Brzoza, Associate Professor and 
Director of the RN to BS program, and  Sharon 
Davis, Associate Professor and Director of the 
traditional program, had an abstract, “Scaling 
the Leadership Incline: Developing a Leadership 
Transition Plan,” accepted to Drexel University’s 
Nursing Education Institute 2014. Brzoza also had 
a second abstract, “Hook, Line and Sinker … now 
what? Examining best practices for non-traditional 
adult student retention strategies,” accepted to 
the National Student Nurses Association National 
Conference.

David Chin, Director of Choral Activities, recently 
led the Roberts Chorale in Cleveland, Pittsburg and 
New York as part of the group’s annual concert 
tour. His recent engagements have included 
conducting “Les Miserables” with the Roberts 
Community Theater, Bach’s “St. John Passion” at 
the Rochester Bach Festival, Handel’s “Messiah,” 
Purcell’s “Dido” and “Aeneas,” and the Chinese 
Choral Society of Rochester’s annual concert. He 
also has been invited to teach and conduct at the 
East Malaysia Youth Choral Camp and Concert, 
the World’s Sacred Music Conference in Indonesia, 
various conducting workshops in Asia, and two 
Bach cantata lecture concerts in Malaysia and Hong 
Kong this summer. www.davidchinmusic.com

Dr. Cheryl Crotser, Associate Professor of Nursing 
& Director of the Graduate Program, and Sue 
Mohnkern ’77, Professor of Nursing, completed 
a study on preparation of undergraduate nursing 
students in the provision of spiritual care in 
nursing practice. Crotser presented their findings 
— that definitions of spiritual care varied among 
participants based on experiences pre-college, in 
the classroom, in clinical and outside the classroom 

— at the National League for Nursing/Sigma Theta 
Tau International Nursing Education Research 
conference in April and at the Innovations in 
Faith-Based Nursing conference in June. Through 
their research, Crotser and Mohnkern identified 
teaching strategies to integrate spiritual assessment 
and care into Roberts’ Nursing curriculum. Crotser 
also recently co-authored a paper with Dana Farber 
Cancer Institute’s Meghan Underhill, looking 
at the decision-support needs of women with 
hereditary breast and ovarian cancer syndrome. 
The article was published in “The Journal of 
Genetic Counseling.”

Grace Cummings ’75, Professor of Music Education 
and Voice, conducted the All-County Senior High 
Chorus in January at the Chenango County School 
Music Association. She also spoke in Ontario at the 
International Association of Ministries, a missions-
focused ministry in the U.S. and abroad, and for 
the Kansas Department of Corrections’ Norton 
Correctional Facility.

Constance Fee was elected president of the Alumni 
Council of Westminster Choir College in Princeton, 
N.J., and spent July 2013 on the faculty of the 
Franco-American Vocal Academy in Périgueux, 
France. While there, she worked with 46 singers 
from 10 countries, teaching voice lessons and 
French diction, and assisting with opera rehearsals. 
Participants studied French art songs and opera 
arias, and performed recitals, concerts, one-act 
operas and a fully staged opera with orchestra.

Douglas Giebel, Professor of Art, had his work 
included in a retrospective exhibit, Figurative 
Painting 1980-2012, in the Hanson Galleries at 
Wheaton College. The exhibit, which ran from 
August to October, included 26 still-life paintings 
and drawings, as well as landscapes and figures, 
produced over the past 30 years. He was invited 
to the campus as a visiting artist in September to 
discuss his work and answer questions. Giebel 
also presented a paper on contemporary American 
Arcadian painting at the College Art Association’s 
annual meeting in Chicago. The paper was part of 
the “Still on Terra Firma?: The American Landscape 
in Contemporary Art” session, sponsored by 
the Association of Historians of American Art. 
It examined the influence of the Contemporary 
Arcadian Painting group exhibit at the Robert 
Schoelkopf Gallery in midtown Manhattan in 
1982 and demonstrated its continuing influence 
on the recovery of the idyllic vision of landscape 
architect Frederick Law Olmstead, whose designs 
for Central Park and Brooklyn’s Prospect Park have 
been largely restored following decades of neglect. 

Dr. Carol Griswold, Assistant Professor of 
Nursing, was accepted to speak about the Prenatal 
Care at School Program this June at the National 
Association of School Nurses 46th Annual 
Conference in Texas.

Bill Hayes, Professor of Teacher Education, and 
Alyssa (Magee) Lowery ’12 will publish “The Heart 
and Mind in Teaching: Pedagogical Styles Through 
the Ages” this summer. The book is a chronological 
review of the teaching process and deals with the 
question of whether teaching is an art or science. 
The forward was written by Provost Dr. Robert 
Zwier and Coordinator of Field Placement Marty 
Garland acted as a proofreader for the project.

Dr. A. Gidget Hopf, adjunct instructor for not-for-
profit governance and leadership, has been elected 
chair of Goodwill Industries International’s board 
of directors. She also is president and CEO of 
Goodwill of the Finger Lakes and its Rochester-
area affiliate, the Association for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired.  Hopf took office during 
Goodwill’s annual meeting of executives and 
board leaders in Grand Rapids, Mich. She will 
serve a one-year term.

Dr. C. Harold Hurley, Professor of English, 
Composition and Literature, recently published 
“An Error in the Text of Ernest Hemingway’s A 
Farewell to Arms?” in “The Explicator.” The error 
can be traced to the original manuscript before 
appearing in every printed edition of the novel 
since its first publication in 1929.

Michael Landrum, Professor of Piano and 
Film, presented Nocturne lectures and recitals 
at Le Moyne College in Syracuse, the National 
Conference on Keyboard Pedagogy in Chicago, and 
Steinway dealer Denton, Cottier and Daniels in 
Rochester. Landrum also presented a recital at the 
Freeport Library on Long Island, accompanied by 
Brittany Walker ’12.

Georgia Lowmaster, Assistant Professor of Nursing, 
published “An Evidence-Based Approach to 
Breastfeeding Neonates at Risk for Hypoglycemia” 
in the January/February 2014 issue of “The Journal 
of Obstetric, Gynecologic & Neonatal Nursing.”

Sara J. Manning ’09, Coordinator of Clinical 
Simulation Education, Assistant Professor 
of Nursing, and President of the Simulation 
Educators of Western New York Collaborative 
has been named to the 2014 LEAD (Leadership 
Development for Simulation Educators) Program.  
Manning was one of twenty selected nationwide 
for the nursing simulation leadership program. 
As a Leadership Institute participant, Manning 
will be participating in a small group project to 
enhance the National League for Nursing website’s 
resources for simulation educators.  She will also 
learn about what makes her an effective leader and 
will benefit from executive coaching.

Matthew Dwight Moore ’94, Assistant Professor of 
History, published “Cartographic Silences in Brian 
Friel’s ‘Translations’” in “Silence and the Silenced: 
Interdisciplinary Perspectives.” 

Dr. Stan Pelkey, Dean of the School of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, performed with the Lexington 
Brass Band as one of four featured Asbury 
University music alums invited to take part in 
the university’s annual Artist Series. He also 
played a solo organ work and accompanied 
Mark Ridenour, Chicago Symphony Orchestra’s 
assistant principal trumpet. Pelkey also presented 
“C.S. Lewis, ‘Men Without Chests’ and Monstrosity 
in Science Fiction Television,” a paper based on his 
ongoing research into post-war film and television 
culture, at a special session for Asbury’s School of 
Communication Arts. 

Dr. Cheryl Repass ’85, Professor of Psychology and 
Director of Graduate Psychology Programs, was a 
keynote speaker at the Advocacy for Gifted and 
Talented Education conference held in February 
at BOCES II in Spencerport. She presented 
“Consultation: Utilizing an Indirect Service 
Delivery to Reach Gifted and Talented Students” 
and led a parent breakout session, “Developing 
Parent Partnerships” as a follow-up to the keynote 
address.

John Schrenker, Program Director for Roberts’ 
master’s in Healthcare Informatics Administrations,  
facilitated a back-to-school panel discussion in 
February for adult students from area colleges. The 
discussion, which included Kathleen Buell ’12 as 
a panelist, centered around the challenges and 
benefits of returning to school as a nontraditional 
student. Schrenker also presented “Exceptional 
Leadership: The Art of Serving Others” in February 
at the SUNY Brockport Student Leadership 
Conference on Servant Leadership, and was 
named Western New York liaison on the board 
of the Healthcare Information and Management 
Systems Society (HIMSS) NYS Chapter. He also 
was profiled in the Members in Action section 
of the December issue of HIMSS Weekly Insider, 
which recognized his contributions as chair of the 
HIMSS National Distance Education Committee.

Paul Stevenson, Assistant Professor of Psychology, 
taught psychopathology this May to a group of 
students earning master’s degrees in Christian 
Counseling in Lima, Peru, and a group counseling 
course to Seminary students in Iquique, Chile.

Michael VanAllen, Assistant Professor of Music in 
Jazz, recently finished recording a CD with former 
“Tonight Show” trumpet player Al Chez and The 
Brothers of Funk. The album will be released later 
this year.  

For additional faculty updates, visit 
www.roberts.edu/RobertsToday.

Dr. Rod Bassett

Dr. Elvera Berry ’63

Sam Brzoza

David Chin

Dr. Cherly Crotser

Sue Mohnkern ’77

Grace Cummings ’75

Constance Fee

Douglas Giebel

Dr. Carol Griswold

Bill Hayes

Dr. C. Harold Hurley

Michael Landrum

Georgia Lowmaster

Dr. Stan Pelkey

Dr. Cheryl Repass ’85

John Schrenker

Paul Stevenson

Sara J. Manning ’09 Michael VanAllen



18 19Summer 2014ROBERTS Today 

STUDENT NEWS

Rev. Roosevelt Baums (C30) served as the keynote 
speaker for the Interdenominational Ministerial 
Alliance of Syracuse and Vicinity, Inc.’s annual 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration. The 
program took place at Living Waters Church of 
God in Christ on January 15.

Jonathan C. Perkins (C27) was appointed pastor 
of Mount Calvary Church of God in Christ, 
Geneva, New York, as of October 27, 2013.

Angel Lebron (C30) was named Executive 
Director of United Christian Community Program, 
a program designed to educate, restore, and unify 
the community. He also serves as associate pastor 
at Iglesia Cristiana Remanente Fiel and resident 
counselor in the Unity Health System, all in 
Rochester, N.Y.

In April, Jeremy Kelly 
’07, (C27) will be joining 
the pastoral team at 
Pearce Memorial Church, 
Rochester, N.Y., as 
pastor of community 
care. Jeremy has served 
as pastor of the Riga 
Congregational Church, 
Riga, N.Y. He is married 

to Michele, ’03, and has two children, Emma  (7) 
and Joshua (5).

Jeff Crosby (C12) has developed a home-based, 
online business to help youth workers stay 
current with youth ministry theory and practice 
called Youth Ministry Book Summaries.

{ C A M P U S   T O D A Y }  at Northeastern

PARTNERSHIP YIELDS TWO-YEAR
CERTIFICATE IN MINISTRY

Northeastern Seminary announces a partnership 
with the New H.O.P.E. Bible Institute in New 
York’s Capital District to launch a two-year 
Certificate in Ministry program. The program, 
affiliated with the Church of God in Christ, will 
draw from Albany, Schenectady, Rensselaer, 
and Saratoga counties. The goal of this training 
and development program is to enrich and 
empower students to participate at greater levels 
in the Lord’s service. Students who successfully 
complete the program may be eligible for 
transferring credits into the undergraduate 
program at Roberts.

ADVANCEMENT ACTIVITIES

The seminary rejoiced this year in receiving 
future planned gifts in excess of $1million, 
substantially increasing the endowment and 
providing the seminary with confidence for 
the future.

The Founder’s Scholarship received a $10,000 
memorial gift while an unrestricted estate gift 
totaling over $10,000 was made as well.

More than $35,000 in endowed scholarships 
provided by generous donors meant that 
every student who completed the application 
process received an award that ranged from 
$200 to $1,500.

The Phonathon program is underway in an 
effort to make a seminary education possible 
for the next generation. Among the 98 percent 
of current students who receive scholarships 
is Phonathon caller Matt Davis. When he 
calls, ask him about how God is using his NES 
experience to shape his faith. 

NORTHEASTERN SEMINARY CONFERENCE ON MINISTRY 
Cultural Intelligence for a Changing World  – June 17, 2014

In a rapid demographic shift, caucasian Americans will no longer comprise a majority of 
the population. The population will be made up entirely of minorities including Hispanic 
Americans, African Americans, and Asian Americans—and this will reshape the country’s 
religious landscape. This conference, on June 17, 2014, explores how God’s people can become 
more multi-culturally adept. Drawing from cultural and racial histories as well as case-studies of 
churches and Christian groups that are succeeding in bridging ethnic divides, Dr. Soong-Chan Rah 
provides practical guidance for Christians wanting to minister more effectively in diverse settings. 

This conference is for those seeking to integrate theological, psychological, sociological, and 
practical information concerning cultural understanding—for those who want their understanding  
to be rooted in Scripture, history, and the practical realities of pastoral ministry.

Soong-Chan Rah authored “The Next Evangelicalism” (IVP Books, 2009). He serves as Milton B. 
Engebretson Associate Professor of Church Growth and Evangelism at North Park Theological 
Seminary in Chicago, Ill. Prior to this he was the founding and senior pastor of Cambridge Community 
Fellowship Church, a multi-ethnic, urban church in Cambridge, Mass. Rah has a B.A. from Columbia 
University, a M.Div. from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, a Th.M. from Harvard University, 
and a D.Min. from Gordon-Conwell. He serves on the boards of Sojourners, the Christian Community 
Development Association, World Vision, and the Catalyst Leadership Center. 

FACULTY AND STAFF NEWS

Dr. Barry Hamilton, Theological Librarian 
and Professor of Historical and Contemporary 
Theology, had a book published in December. “The 
Role of Richard Watson’s Theological Institutes 
in the Development of Methodism After John 
Wesley” was published by Edwin Mellen Press.

Dr. Wayne McCown was re-elected to a  
three-year term on a board for the development 
of a Christian (Free Methodist) university in 
Hyderabad, India. Wayne and his wife, Darlene, 
visited Immanuel University in December 
and lectured to M.B.A. and graduate theology 
students. They also conducted a three-day 
Emerging Leaders Seminar and participated in 
the Christmas program. 

Advisory Board member Rev. Douglas Taylor-
Weiss contributed an article titled, “In December’s 
end is a great beginning” to auburnpub.com. 

Dean Doug Cullum was named to the steering 
committee of Missio Alliance (MA), a partner-
based initiative for the theological formation 
of Christian leaders for mission. The team 
represents a diverse body of ministry leaders 
who are committed to helping MA grow in this 
and other important aspects of identity and work. 
Serving  as consultant and advisor, Cullum joins 
individuals who represent varying perspectives 
and interests from across a range of theological 
traditions, ministry contexts, and backgrounds. 

Dr. Richard Middleton, Professor of Biblical 
Worldview and Exegesis, now has a blog site 
(jrichardmiddleton.wordpress.com) with discussions 

on creation theology, 
ethics, biblical study 
and eschatology: 
Creation to Eschaton. 
Middleton also spoke 
at the Mannoia Lecture 
Series: God of Ragged 
Edges at Greenville 
College, Ill., in February. 
His topic was lament 
and our need to 
recover it in our lives 
of discipleship. Using 

Jeremiah 20 and the book of Job, he taught that 
lament is all about our honest and uncensored 
speech to God in the midst of our pain. 

ALUMNI NEWS

Dara (Coleby) Delgado (C15) recently enrolled 
in the Doctor of Philosophy in Renewal Studies 
Program at Regent University in Virginia Beach, 
Va. Her studies and expertise focus on historical 
theology and Pentecostal studies. 

Tunya Griffin (C22) has accepted a faculty 
position to teach Old Testament at the Rochester 
Institute of Christian Education (RICE), a Bible 
school designed to train pastors and lay people 
in the community of Rochester for effective 
ministry and where Barbara J.P. Thomas (C11) 
serves as executive director.          

Niki Brodeur (C20) will be ordained at the 
First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford. She has 
accepted a call to be the Associate Pastor of Youth 
and Educational Ministries at First Presbyterian 
Church in Greensburg, Penn.

Pedro Rios (C27) was hired as an adjunct professor 
online with SUM Bible College and Theological 
Seminary in Oakland, Calif. for their new Spanish 
program for undergraduate and graduate studies. 

Todd Rodriguez-Spencer (C10) was installed as 
pastor at Payne’s Temple Church of God in Christ, 
Utica, N.Y., in December. Todd also serves as 
dean of evangelism for the Institute for Ministry, 
the Buffalo area instructor for the jurisdictional 
ordination curriculum, and the president of 
the New York Western First Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdictional Department of Evangelism. He 
founded the “I Won’t Be Addicted Anymore” 
tent revival crusades and incorporates mental 
health awareness with evangelism techniques 
and methods. He has also served as a district 
superintendent and the chair of the Ecumenical 
Committee of the Black Leadership Commission 
on A.I.D.S. in Buffalo.

Mark Torrey (C9) was a contributor to the January-
February 2014 issue of “The Good News” sharing 
an update on his ministry, ACTION partnership, 
and a new evangelistic opportunity they are 
organizing, Take It To the Streets. 

Fr. Andrew Wyns (C16) has served as the executive 
director of Bridges of New York, a transitional 
housing program for addicts and parolee’s and as 
the priest in residence at Christ the King Church 
in New Paltz, N.Y.  He is currently serving as the 
Dean of the Cathedral of the Northeast for the 
Charismatic Episcopal Church in North America. 

FACULTY AUTHOR

Author: Elizabeth Gerhardt
The Cross and Gendercide:  A Theological Response to Global Violence 
Against Women and Girls.

In The Cross and Gendercide, Elizabeth Gerhardt draws on Luther’s “theology 
of the cross” to provide a theological basis for naming and responding to the 
grave sin of global gendercide. She lifts up the work and witness of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer as an especially powerful resource for mobilizing the church 
today toward political action and social engagement. From the perspective 
of Christ’s cross, the church must raise a prophetic voice against systemic 
violence and speak up for the myriad women and girls who are invisible 
and voiceless in the world today.  Available at www.ivpress.com SEMINARY ALUMNI –

HAVE NEWS TO SHARE? 

We want to hear about you and 
your family! Email editor@roberts.
edu to be featured in the next issue 
of Roberts Today!
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ENOCK BOR ’15 – OUTDOOR TRACK & FIELD ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

Distance runner Enock Bor ’15 has been named the East Coast Conference Men’s Outdoor Track & Field 
Athlete of the Year. With the award, Bor holds the distinction of earning the same honor in both indoor and 
outdoor track & field as well as the cross country season this past fall. During the outdoor season, Bor won 
four out the five 1,500m races he competed in.  In the 5,000m race at the California (Pa.) University Early 
Bird meet, the Eldoret, Kenya native broke the school record (14:37.71), despite coming in second place. 
After winning the 5,000m and 10,000m races at the East Coast Conference Championship last weekend, 
Bor was named the Most Outstanding Male Athlete of the meet.

CASSLEY JACKOWSKI ’17 – LACROSSE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR

Freshman attacker Cassley Jackowski ’17 has been named the East Coast Conference Women’s Lacrosse 
Rookie of the Year and earned a spot on the All-Conference First Team. The newcomer was a prolific 
goal scorer for Roberts Wesleyan, tallying a conference-best 62 goals to go along with 20 assists to finish 
fourth in the ECC with 82 points.  Jackowski posted a season-high seven goals on the road in a win at 
Slippery Rock (Pa.) University on March 11 while finishing three games with nine-point efforts. The 
attacker is the second Redhawk to win the Rookie of the Year honor as sophomore Loren Dunn earned 
the award last season.

ECC COACHES OF THE YEAR 

Tom Linhart – Tennis
In his third year as head Men’s Tennis coach, Tom guided the 
Redhawks to a 13-5 record and second place finish in the East Coast 
Conference, finishing 5-1 in league play. He was selected as Co-
Coach of the Year by his peers in the ECC. Tom brings a wealth of 
coaching experience to his job along with great administrative and 
organizational skills. 

Andrew ’07 and Jennifer ’06 Dorr – Cross Country
Andrew and Jennifer, husband and wife and co-coaches, were 
selected as East Coast Conference Women’s and Men’s coaches of 
the year. Being in our NCAA Division II Provisional year we were 
ineligible to win the conference championship title but did finish 
first in both races. The Women also won the NCCAA National 
Championship race for the first time in our school history. Jennifer 
and Andrew are both Roberts Cross Country and Track alums. This 
is their third season as co-head coaches for Cross Country. They 
are also assistant coaches in Indoor and Outdoor Track and Field 
training the distance athletes. They have done an outstanding job of 
coaching, recruiting and mentoring their student athletes. 

Merl McGinnis ’83 – Outdoor Track and Field
Merl is in the Athletic Hall of Fame Roberts alum, and was selected 
as East Coast Conference Women’s Outdoor Track & Field Coach of 
the Year. The Women’s team, although not eligible to be crowned 
conference champions because of our NCAA Division II status, 
easily won the ECC outdoor meet by over 50 points more than 
the second place finisher. The team also won the ECC Indoor 
meet earlier this year. Merl is a steady, organized leader who has a 
servant’s heart for his colleagues and athletes. 

THE PROOF IS IN THE 
PERFORMANCE

It’s no surprise great athletes want a school that 
holds itself to the same high standards. It’s these 
DII-level standards that lead to superior athletic 
performance and gold-medal results. Even before 
Roberts Wesleyan College started the process of 
becoming a NCAA DII school, alumni like Olympic 
gold medalist Jenn Suhr were impressing crowds 
and breaking records. What’s more exciting, 
Roberts student-athletes will now gain national 
recognition for their Divison II achievements.

Roberts is raising the bar—
academically and athletically.
At Roberts, we’ve always made it a priority to offer 
students and their families a Christian education 
that’s valuable yet affordable, as well as reputable 
and innovative. We’ve also raised the bar in athletics, 

NCAA Division II schools provide the opportunity for high-level
athletic competition and teach an important work-life balance.

becoming the only NCAA Division II school in the 
region, giving students the opportunity to excel in 
sports, as well as the classroom.

OUR DII DIFFERENCE— 
INTEGRITY. FAITH. EXCELLENCE.

Not all college sports programs are created equal. 
NCAA Division II schools provide the opportunity for
high-level athletic competition and teach an important
work-life balance. At Roberts, students learn to 
effectively juggle athletics and academics, as well 
as participation in student organizations and 
involvement in a faith-based community. The 
difference? Division II enables a higher student-
athlete graduation rate, more time in class and 
national recognition for athletes. Students also gain a 
valuable edge in life, through an enriched mind and 
soul, that will pay dividends long after they’ve tossed 
their graduation caps.

REDHAWKS VAULT TO DII

Roberts Wesleyan College will receive notification in 
mid-July regarding active membership being granted to 
NCAA Division II. To date, the College has successfully 
completed all facets of the transition process to NCAA DII. 
Roberts will be the only NCAA Division II member in 
our region.

With NCAA DII, comes more readily available athletic 
scholarships to highly skilled student athletes. What’s 
more exciting is Roberts’ students have the opportunity 
to gain national recognition as DII athletes. 

Visit www.roberts.edu/athletics

{ J E N N   S U H R ’ 0 4 }
2012 Olympic Gold Medalist & World Record Holder
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ATHLETIC HIGHLIGHTS

Women’s Cross Country
Women’s Cross Country captured its first-ever NCCAA National Championship this fall 
and won the East Coast Conference Championship race. Rachel Prustman ’15 finished 
second overall as the team placed three runners in the top 10 spots.

Men’s Cross Country
Men’s Cross Country took first place in the East Coast Conference Championship race 
while also placing second at the NCCAA National Championships. Enock Bor ’15 took 
third place individually as the team put two runners in the top 10.

Women’s Soccer
Women’s Soccer advanced to the NCCAA East Region semifinals after posting a 10-6-2 
overall record. Within the East Coast Conference, the team finished tied for fourth place.

Volleyball
Volleyball made its first trip to the NCCAA National Championships this fall after 
capturing the East Region crown for the first time in program history. 

Men’s Tennis Earns Several Nods in ECC All-Conference Awards
The Men’s Tennis team is well represented in this year’s East Coast Conference All-
Conference awards. Charles Farres ’16  was named to the All-Conference First Team 
after compiling a 20-3 singles record and an 18-6 doubles record. The Portsmouth, 
England-native also posted a perfect 6-0 singles mark in conference play. Sam Thorold 
’14 was named to the Second Team for the second consecutive season. Thorold went 
18-5 in singles this year while going 18-6 in double action with Farres. He also had a 
solid record in the ECC play with a 5-1 singles record.

Women’s Track & Field Wins ECC Championship Meet
The Women’s Track & Field team won the East Coast Conference Championship Meet, 
earning a total of 214 points. The Redhawks, who are not eligible to officially win the 
conference title until next year, edged the University of the District of Columbia by a 
whopping 56 points.
 
Roberts won in several areas, most notably in the distance races and throwing events. 
Rachel Hust ’15 managed to win the 800m (2:17.13) while taking second in the 1,500m 
(4:48.41). Teammate Rachel Hutchinson ’17 won that race by five seconds with a time 
of 4:43.16. In the 5,000m race, Megan Hulton ’15 crossed the finish line first with a time 
of 18:30.02. Brianna Calderon ’17 and Heidi Reigel took the top two spots in the 400m 
Hurdles with times of 1:09.00 and 1:11.10 respectively. 

In the field events, Kasey Semmler ’17 won the Pole Vault with a height of 3.20m as 
Hope Olsen took second by clearing 3.05m. Junior Victoria House ’15 earned first place 
in the Hammer Throw with a distance of 43.89m on her second attempt. Her teammate 
Kate Perry was second with a distance of 40.97.
  
Men’s Track & Field Ties for Second at ECC Championship Meet
Roberts Wesleyan finished the East Coast Conference Championship meet tied for 
second place with Molloy College with 143 points. Queens College won the title after 
earning 186 points. Leading the Redhawks was distance runner Enock Bor ’15. The 
Kenya native took first place in the 5,000m race with a time of 15:51.80 before winning 
the 10,000m event by ten seconds with a time of 33:32.73. Kevin Brown ’15 crossed 
the finish line first in the 3,000m Steeplechase with his time of 9:30.91, which was 21 
seconds faster than second place finisher and teammate Matthew Watson ’17. In the 
field events, the Redhawks were led by Aaron McGinnis ’16 who won the Long Jump 
after leaping 6.41m on his second attempt.  Sprinter Gabe Rivera ’15 finished second in 
both the 100m (11.40) and the 200m (22.83).
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{ R E D H A W K S   T O D A Y }  at Roberts

Reunite. 
   Rediscover. 
  Rejoice.

{ C E L E B R AT E  H O M E C O M I N G 
A N D  I NAU G U R AT I O N }  at Roberts
  
Join us September 26-28, 2014 to reconnect with  
classmates, enjoy the spirit of community, show your  
Redhawk pride, and attend the inauguration of
Dr. Deana Porterfield.
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For a full schedule of events, visit www.roberts.edu/Homecoming



A PROFILE IN LEADERSHIP
By Katie Roche

Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers — not because 
you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but 
eager to serve;  not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 
And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never 
fade away. – 1 Peter 5:2-4

Mentor. Friend. Leader. Beloved. These are just a few of the words John Martin’s longtime 
colleagues and friends used to describe him during Roberts Wesleyan’s internal farewell 
ceremony for the outgoing president. After a few tears, many laughs and innumerable 
kind words, the Roberts community came together and did what it does best — extended 
their hands and prayed for Martin and his wife, Kathryn. The community asked God to 
continue to bless the Martins, to keep their loved ones healthy and to fill their days with 
activities and challenges that nourish the soul. This is not a community that is lamenting 
the departure of a leader, but rather a campus full of people who are grateful to have had 
the opportunity to work with a man of such grace. 

In the early ’90s, during his presidency at Kansas’ Central College (now Central Christian 
College), Martin became a Free Methodist. He had been ordained by the College Church 
in Wheaton in 1975, but transferred his ordination to the Free Methodist Church in 1991 
and became an Elder in the Great Plains Conference.  

2002 

 Roberts Hall Renovated
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“The annual meeting with presidents and board 
chairs of the other Free Methodist colleges gave 
me an appreciation of the important educational 
gift that such a small denomination has given to 
the evangelical world and the world at large,” 
Martin said. 

In 1996, the Martin family moved to Roberts 
Wesleyan College, where John first assumed 
the role of Provost (1996-98), then Senior Vice 
President (1999-2000), then Executive Vice 
President and Chief Operating Officer (2000-02). 
He had chosen to step out of the presidency at 
Central College and move into the Provost role 
at Roberts for several reasons. First, with school-
age children at home, he found that a heavy 
travel schedule was causing him to miss many of 
their growing-up activities. Second, his adopted 
biracial son, Colin, needed a more multicultural 
setting than the Martins had found in McPherson, 
Kan. Third, the prospect of developing a Seminary 
at Roberts Wesleyan College was very appealing. 
And last, a larger school would afford John more 
opportunities for growth and development in his 
skills and career.

After the announcement that President Dr. William 
Crothers was going to retire in 2002, the Boards 
of Roberts Wesleyan College and Northeastern 
Seminary conducted an open national search 
that culminated in them asking Martin to assume 
the Presidency. The announcement was made in 
February 2002, and he immediately assumed the 
presidential duties and then officially became 

President in May. He has devotedly served as the 
President of both Roberts Wesleyan College and 
Northeastern Seminary since that time.

“The past 11 and a half years have been the most 
rewarding of my life, spiritually, personally, 
professionally and academically,” Martin 
said. “The College has prospered in spite of 
the economic downturn. We have been able 
to completely reshape our campus. All of our 
academic spaces and two-thirds of our residence 

buildings, as well as our dining commons and 
field house, have been either newly constructed 
or totally remodeled during the time that I have 
been Provost and President. Professionally, I have 
been able to minister in hundreds of schools, 
churches and conferences during those years. 
One of the great joys of my life is to be able to 
share speaking duties with Kathryn, who also is 
an ordained Elder in the Free Methodist Church 
and a very gifted speaker.”

More than 70 new programs have been added 
under Martin’s stewardship, including expanded 
offerings in nursing, graduate-level programs 
in health informatics administration and social 
work, and degree-completion programs in 
education and criminal justice administration. 
He helped guide the College into expanded 
online course and program offerings, and helped 
launch satellite sites for both the Seminary and 
the College. Martin was also instrumental in 
guiding Roberts through a rigorous transition 
process to an NCAA Division II athletic program. 
In July 2013, Roberts’ administrators received 
notification from the NCAA Division II 
membership committee that the College earned 
provisional-year status in its application for 
Division II. The advancement to the third and 
final year of the process put Roberts Wesleyan 
on track to being granted active member status 
in summer 2014. When the transition is officially 
complete, Roberts will become the only NCAA 
Division II member in the region. 

“This transition is a tremendous achievement for 
the College, and we are grateful to the NCAA for 
their professionalism throughout the application 
process,” Martin said. “Advancing to Division 
II is further evidence that Roberts students can 
compete at elite levels in both academics and 
athletics.” 

His mark on the Roberts community is tangible, in 
the form of the bricks and mortar in new buildings 
and the numerous structural updates around 
campus. With just a few months remaining in 

his official term, Martin joined colleagues, local 
dignitaries and members of the Board of Trustees 
for a groundbreaking ceremony — symbolically 
kicking off one final project. Although the 
brutal March weather drove the festivities 
into the Howard Stowe Roberts Cultural Life 
Center, the enthusiasm could not be tempered. 
Together, Martin and incoming President Dr. 
Deana Porterfield celebrated the official start of 
construction for a brand new science and nursing 
building on campus. The 40,000-square-foot, 
two-floor academic building will include first-
rate educational facilities for science and nursing 
instruction and training. The building will also 
feature state-of-the-art classrooms, simulation 
laboratories and an experimental greenhouse. To 
accommodate out-of-market students, the new 

building will be equipped for distance learning 
and will support online and hybrid course 
delivery.

“This spectacular facility will help us prepare 
the next generation of science, technology and 
healthcare professionals,” Martin said. “Thanks 
to the support of our alumni, community partners 
and strategic leaders, Roberts Wesleyan has seen 
tremendous growth over the past decade, with no 
signs of stopping anytime soon.”

The first phase of the project will cost $19 
million and will connect the new facility to the 
existing Merlin G. Smith Science Center — the 
only remaining building on campus that had 
yet to receive an update during Martin’s tenure. 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIBUTE 

First, John is a recognized champion for those with intellectual disabilities. RWC has a federally funded program — the 
B.E.L.L. program — that brings students with intellectual disabilities to our campus as Roberts students to prepare them 
for greater independence and gainful employment. What you may not know is that we would not have been asked to 
participate in this program had it not been for John’s well-earned community reputation as a strong supporter of such 
activity. In fact, John is so appreciated for his efforts in this area that he was invited to attend the Clinton Global Initiative 
in Florida, where he was recognized for his efforts by another, almost as famous president, Bill Clinton. 

Next, John is a supporter of collaborative governance in two ways. Although as President, John has always had ultimate 
authority, he supported the creation of a Faculty Senate system. This process of shared governance has worked well and 
will continue as a legacy to John’s inclusive spirit. Also, when discussing important issues, John doesn’t play the God 
card. Many times, we as Christians are tempted to circumvent or avoid difficult discussions by invoking God’s will. He is 
a person of deep faith who expects all involved to be open to God’s leading, but he doesn’t short-circuit tough discussions 
by invoking private divine insight. 

Finally, John creates lasting friendships. This past fall, John and I went to visit a friend of his in New Jersey whose daughter needed some academic assistance. 
John wrongly told me the house we were to visit was a nice abode of 11,000 square feet. It was actually a 22,000-square-foot, $26 million mansion with an 
indoor theater, bowling alley, swimming pool and basketball court. John and I stoically endured our two days there. But the main point is this: The family 
felt comfortable asking for John’s assistance because John had not only established a relationship with this person 30 years ago when this person had little, 
but has maintained this friendship since then. And this is but one of many examples of John’s loyalty to friends over time. It’s my hope that John and I can 
continue a long-distance friendship of this type.

Thanks, John, for all you’ve done for me and Roberts.
— Dave Basinger, Dean, School of Professional Studies/Interim Chief Academic Officer 

HONORED TO SERVE TOGETHER 

I first met John about six years ago at a Starbucks, where we were meeting to have an initial conversation about a 
possible position for me at Northeastern Seminary. The problem for me in that meeting was that I really don’t like 
Starbucks coffee. On the rare occasions when I go to Starbucks, I get something like the eggnog latte with sugar and 
extra whipped cream and sprinkles on top and a couple snickerdoodles on the side, just to make it palatable. So John 
and I meet at the Starbucks, introduce ourselves, walk up to the counter, and John says to the barista, “I’ll have your 
darkest roast, black. Jack, what will you have?” So I say, I’ll have the same thing … and choked and gagged through 
the conversation, and somehow still managed to get hired. And it really is because of that first conversation with John 
Martin and how impressed I was with him, that this third-generation Houghton guy came to Northeastern Seminary 
and Roberts Wesleyan College. And I’m so glad I did. 

John and I have had many cups of coffee since then: his always black, mine always with whipped cream and sprinkles. 
Most of them enjoyed with a lot of laughter; a few of them sipped through tears. A few have been spilled on our 
respective ties. But every one of them, for me, has been accompanied by a sense of the great honor that has been mine 
to serve together with this gracious man of God — who has been my president, my supervisor, a wise mentor and one 
of my best friends.  

John, you are on the short list of the most influential people in my life,  
and I will forever count it a privilege to have served these years with you.

— Jack Connell, Executive Vice President

(Continued on next page)
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This project is an integral part of the College’s 
five-year strategic plan focused on growing 
enrollment, increasing intellectual vitality, 
enhancing visibility, building community and 
strengthening finances. Construction on the new 
science and nursing building is scheduled to 
conclude in July 2015. 

At a leadership breakfast in October, Martin 
challenged audience members to consider the 
future of higher education. He cited rising costs, 
political agendas and changing demographics as a 
few of the hurdles that lie ahead for the industry, 
but closed the presentation on a positive note. 
“I am optimistic about education,” he said. “It will 
change and evolve — maybe even morph. But it 
will continue to be important for our country, our 
culture and our world.”

The same could be said for Martin’s career. 
A journey that his taken him from a happy 
childhood in the suburbs of Chicago to Dallas, 
where he pursued a doctorate and began his 
career, to McPherson, Kan., where he first 
became “President Martin.” This last leg in 
Rochester, at Roberts, is hardly the end of the 
adventures for John and Kathryn. The couple will 
return to Dallas, seeking warmer weather, new 
opportunities and the chance to reconnect with 
old friends. Much like Martin’s prediction for the 
field of higher education, his story will continue 
to change and evolve, all the while remaining 
ever-important to the lives he touched at Roberts. 

Adapted from “The Future of Higher Education” 
by Dr. John Martin

WITH GRATITUDE 

The faculty and staff at Northeastern Seminary are deeply grateful for the presidential 
leadership of Dr. John Martin, first as provost and then as Seminary President. These 
reflections are culled from the comments and memories of our staff and faculty. 

John’s role in the launching of NES. John was part of a small group of Roberts leaders who 
explored the possibility of a graduate school of theology on the campus. John continually 
encouraged us as we moved forward and finally launched the school. 

John’s role in educating our students. John has spoken regularly to first-semester students 
at NES. For many semesters over the years, in the midst of his busy schedule as President, 
he has also taught a biblical studies class, which seminarians have genuinely appreciated 
and benefitted from tremendously. 
 
John’s role as a leader in theological education in the U.S. and Canada. John arrived at 
Roberts as a recognized leader in both undergraduate and theological education. John 
has continued that leadership and is a recognized contributor to theological education 
through his role on the Commission on Accreditation of the Association of Theological 
Schools in the U.S. and Canada. 

Kathyrn’s role in the Seminary and the community as a whole. The Seminary staff and 
faculty have enjoyed an annual gathering at the President’s home, at which Kathryn was 
the most gracious and welcoming host. Many on our staff have benefitted and deeply 
appreciated Kathryn’s Bible teaching over the years. 

Their joint role in modeling Christlike character. Our staff expresses deep appreciation 
for John and Kathryn for the way they have interacted with other people and each other. 
You have modeled excellence, kindness, wisdom and patience in your interactions with 
others as you lead, teach and serve. You have consistently valued faculty, students, staff 
and community members, and people from all walks of life who have different skills, 
abilities, gifts and backgrounds, and you treat them with equal gentleness and respect.

John and Kathryn, we pray that the next years are  
filled with good memories of all the good things you have 

done, as well as new opportunities to serve the church.
— Doug  Cullum, Vice President and Dean of Northeastern Seminary 

WORDS OF APPRECIATION

I have known John and Kathryn for more than 18 years, so I would like to share some inside information. These facts and observations about John have been 
told to me by others, I have seen them or I’m just making them up.

I have been told that one of the key reasons John wanted to be President is the private bathroom next to his office. This is surprising, since he usually likes 
public bathrooms and doesn’t mind germs at all. Another perk John seems to enjoy is the opportunity to test-drive vehicles before the College would approve 
of their use in the Campus Safety fleet. Last, it seems that John highly values extracurricular activities for students. He regularly hosted parties at his house for 
friends of his niece. It was, however, awkward for security to respond to complaints from his neighbors. 

Now, a bit about Kathryn. Did you know she has a beautiful soprano voice? Because of her voice, her organizational skills, and a gift of seeing what needs to 
be done and then doing it, I asked her help in producing and directing musical productions at the church. Whenever I was lost or confused, she was there.

And, as Kathryn said just recently to me, “she likes bossing people around.” However, what we probably remember most are the Worship Planning meetings. 

Through the years, we have laughed until we have cried, and we have cried until we have laughed. There has been a lot of hard work, the usual highs and 
lows, and much accomplished. 

John and Kathryn, thank you for your leadership and friendship. Both will be missed.
— Nelson Hill, Vice President for Academic and Student Support 

REFLECTIONS ON SERVING
THE PRESIDENT

From Patti Radel – One thing John told me 
when I started in his office almost 12 years ago was 
the importance of learning to compartmentalize. 
This was something he did very well and something 
I continue to learn. Within an hour, our office could 
go from just hearing about a wonderful financial 
gift, to a frustrated parent demanding to speak to 
the President, to the rigors of a budget meeting, to 
welcoming prospective students. He had to be “on” 
and appropriately engaged in each setting.

John and Kathryn are the most gracious hosts, 
great conversation starters and conduits to 
making all feel welcomed. It does not matter if 
they are with corporate guests, trustees, faculty, 
staff or students—they make entertaining look 
easy! John was especially eager and a good sport 
to help make the experience for Roberts’ students 
memorable. The President willingly attended a 
dinner/movie night with the men in Miner dorm. 
Last September, he took part as co-anchor in the 
“RWC LIVE” show. 

John has been a wonderful community asset and 
connection for the College and Seminary. He has 
ministered to many as a confidant or spiritual 
mentor, and is a respected preacher and teacher 
in the Rochester area. After John preached at 
an area church last summer, someone in the 
congregation told me “the region is losing a rich 
treasure.” This captures and confirms well the 
wisdom and delivery of the truth of God’s Word 
that John presents so eloquently.  

One of my greatest delights has been to watch the 
President grow into a grandfather! I appreciate 
the opportunity that John gave me to serve as part 
of his team. 

From Darryl Smith – It has been an 
honor to be part of the office team supporting 
John Martin for the past five years. While learning 
to speak, write and correspond “on behalf of” 
President John Martin has been a challenge, it 
has also been highly rewarding. I do not take 
for granted the spirit of cooperation, mutual 
affirmation and appreciation that this place 
has been, and I credit that to President Martin’s 
example and encouragement.  

In addition to keeping the rhythm of the days, 
weeks and months of the academic calendar, our 
office is quite frequently part of a team that plans 
and orchestrates events for the friends of the 

College and Seminary. We coordinate calendars 
and try to help things function smoothly in many 
areas of campus life and work. Our days can 
bring a flood of details and emails, information 
and communication, paper piles and digital 
files. While there is a potential for this kind of 
work to be overwhelming, I am truly grateful 
that it has been an eye-opening experience 
of learning balance, supporting leadership 
through facilitation of good communications, 
careful follow-through and an eye for constant 
improvement at all levels. Good teamwork is the 
driver of any great organization, and it builds 
people, as well as institutions. Thanks, Dr. 
Martin, for letting us be part of yours!

From left to Right: John Martin, Darryl Smith, Patti Radel

(Continued from page 27)
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THANK YOU FROM  
STAFF ASSOCIATION

On behalf of the Staff Association, it is my 
honor to congratulate Dr. and Mrs. Martin 
on your retirement. John and Kathryn, the 
staff at Roberts Wesleyan College thank you 
for your dedicated service to the College 
and your support of staff over the course 
of your tenure. It has been my personal 
privilege to work directly with John over the 
past five years in various roles in the Staff 
Association. We have all enjoyed hearing 
both of you open the word of God to us, 
whether in chapel or as devotional speakers 
at a staff function.  

One snowy December evening about 14 years 
ago, John and Kathryn arrived at our front 
door with a large basket of fruit. My wife was 
in Wednesday lunchtime Bible study with 
Kathryn and had just had major surgery. We 
visited for a while, and you prayed with us; 
not something many presidential couples 
would have taken the time to do. It is fair 
to say that most of us have had the pleasure 
of being invited into your home and have 
benefitted from Kathryn’s gift as a gracious 
hostess. For staff, the additional days off 
between Christmas and New Year’s and 
offices closing early the day before a holiday 
are just a few more examples of how you 
“take good care” of us.  

May you experience the peace that comes 
from the Lord during this time of transition. 
May you continue to seek Him in all things, 
and follow his leading.

As you leave Roberts, the staff 
wishes you rich blessings.

— Paul Ziegler, President, Staff Association 

TASTE OF TEXAS

Many would say that the campus is a more beautiful and welcoming place, inside and out. 
Indeed, I count myself among a number of residents of Carpenter Hall who will always be grateful 
for their exodus from Mersereau. Others talk about your impact on building relationships with 
governmental agencies and our elected representatives — making Roberts more “known.” Some 
see you as the president who came to campus to stabilize and solidify a number of new ventures 
that had been started on campus. Others would comment on the growth of new programs that 
has occurred under your leadership. Many would say that you and Kathryn brought a “Taste of 
Texas” to our world.

I’d like to quote one of our 
most senior faculty members, 
Dr. Harold Hurley. He shares: 
I will always remember how 
supportive the President was 
of Janice and me when I was 
battling cancer of the sinus. He 
and the Cabinet graciously paid 
my entire salary for the time I 
was unable to teach. People like 
John are remembered not only 
for what they do, but also for 
who they are.

You’ve given some of the best 
years of your lives to this 
campus, and we are grateful to 
God for how He has used you at 
Roberts Wesleyan College. 

We wish you well as you continue in God’s service.
— Julie Grimm, Division Chair, Professor of Psychology

A SPECIAL THANK YOU

John, it is impossible to summarize these past 10 years with you as my boss, mentor, teacher and friend. Smiles and tears 
came, as I remembered … All I know how to say today is, simply, thank you. Thank you for tirelessly and faithfully fulfilling 
the role you were called to serve at Roberts and Northeastern. Thank you for being our cheerleader, quietly behind the scenes, 
encouraging us on, spotting those special qualities hidden within us and challenging us to let them shine. Thank you for 
celebrating our achievements and personal victories, and bragging about us like a proud parent; for teaching us about loyalty 
and trusting us so that we could lead effectively. Thanks for the lessons you have taught me and for providing a safe place 
to grow and develop. Thanks for letting me ask questions and for even letting me question you. For pushing me beyond my 
comfort zone and into new territory, professionally and spiritually, even in those times when I resisted. Thanks for making this 
work fun, John! I will greatly miss your constant laughter, coaching, encouragement and wisdom. 

I thank God for you, John. I am thankful for the fact that you were chosen and uniquely gifted to carry Roberts to the next level 
of excellence, including leaving us with this beautiful campus. It is the great trust that people have in you and the belief in 
what happens on this campus day to day that has gotten us to 70% of our campaign goals, months before going public. Thanks 
for being the catalyst for many new academic programs and guiding the College through its transition into NCAA Division II. 

Your service has changed countless lives, students, faculty, staff, community members. You have changed my life, John. 

Thank you for the investment you have made in me. 
I am forever changed by your example.

— Kelly E. Smith, Associate VP of Government, Corporate, & Foundation Relations

A WOMAN OF GRACE  
By Katie Roche

A wife of noble character who can find? She is 
worth far more than rubies. Her husband has full 
confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. She 
brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life. 
— Proverbs 31:10-12

One could argue that native Texan Kathryn Martin 
traded milder climates for more than a decade of 
adventures at Roberts Wesleyan College. Being the 
wife of a college president comes with numerous 
responsibilities, including endless hosting 
engagements, travel and an elevated public 
profile. All this, of course, on top of the duties 
already required as Mom and Grandma. 

Kathryn has had a varied career since her 
graduation from Greenville College with a degree 
in history and education. She worked as a junior 
high and senior high history teacher in Texas, as a 
college instructor in history and speech at Central 
College in Kansas, and as a church administrative 
pastor in New York.

Together with John, Kathryn raised four sons: 
Christopher, who lives and works in Washington, 
D.C., with his wife, April, and their children, Jack 
and Shiloh; Cameron, who serves in the United 
States Army, and his wife, Christa, and daughter, 
Lily; Colin, who lives and works in Dallas, Texas; 
and Kyle, who lives and teaches in Rochester, N.Y. 

In a nomination letter for the March of Dimes’ 
Mother of the Year Award, Chris shared his 
thoughts about his mom. 

“Kathryn Martin — our mom — is a servant and 
a saint,” he said. “Sharing a house for many years 
with a husband and four sons might require any 
woman to take on those roles, but we think Mom 
already possessed the unique qualities necessary 
for that strange environment.”
 
As a child, Kathryn was raised in the Free 
Methodist church and early on felt a commitment 
to ministry. Throughout her life, she has devoted 
herself to ministering in the local church.

Around campus, Kathryn is widely known as 
a gracious hostess, an outstanding cook and a 
devoted friend. What seems to have made the 
most impact on the Roberts and Pearce Church 
communities, though, is her spirit and her Bible 
Study Group. Over and over, Kathryn used her 
unique voice and interpretation of scripture 
to guide others through life’s challenges and 
celebrations. Quick to offer a prayer or a kind 
word, she is a pillar in a grateful community. 
Kathryn is a noted speaker and has used her gifts 
by traveling to schools, churches and conferences, 
ministering to those in need all over the world. 
Her presence, along with her wit and insight, will 
truly be missed in the Roberts community. 

KATHRYN’S MANY HATS

We celebrate your role as First Lady. Your home is open to all. You’ve accompanied John on countless trips. 
You are, indeed, “the hostess with the mostest.” ... You’re a loving family member — as a daughter, sister, 
aunt, wife, mom, mother-in-law — and may God especially bless those who have given you the treasured 
role of grandmother. ... We value the ministries you’ve had at Pearce Church, including ordained elder, 
pastor of small groups, guest preacher, historian and administrator. ... You’re an incredible cook. You 
create themed meals, gluten-free meals and many — including the College food service — have asked 
for your recipes. ... You’re a gifted Bible teacher, making God’s Word understandable and applicable. 
Many have benefitted from your role as prayer warrior. ... We’re grateful that you’ve taken on the role of 
public health nurse. You have proactively kept a lot of people healthy. ... You’re an ambassador for the 
great state of Texas. You’ve taught us that we carry the map of Texas on our hand. You’ve made wearing 
cowboy boots a fashion statement. You do Texas proud. ... You’re an entertaining storyteller, an avid 
reader of all kinds of genre, a proficient researcher, texting or posting on Facebook, and a serious shopper 
for good buys. ... You’re a trusted friend. No matter how full your schedule is, you make time to talk with 
someone who needs a heart-to-heart conversation. ... It would take at least a dozen women to try  to wear 
all these hats well. But we can’t do them justice, because there’s only one Kathryn Smith Martin. 

We can just say that we have been enriched by your love for the 
Lord, your insights and your caring interest in each of us.

— Naomi Garwood and The Ladies Bible Study
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PE A CAMPAIGN FOR ROBERTS WESLEYAN COLLEGE 
AND NORTHEASTERN SEMINARY
By Donna McLaren ’99

This is a time of transition, excitement and great hope for Roberts Wesleyan College 
and Northeastern Seminary.  Now, more than ever, we believe God has called us 
to be a beacon of light, offering transformational educational experiences that will 
equip students to impact our world for Christ. This call to integrate faith, learning 
and living for the benefit of God’s world is anchored in our rich 150-year heritage. 

The goal of the Legacy 150 campaign is to secure the resources that will propel 
these institutions into a new chapter of educational excellence. Our hope is to create 
the facilities, scholarships and opportunities that will maximize our capacity to 
prepare the next generation of Christian leaders. With a new Science and Nursing 
Center, we will be able to meet our expanding program needs, as well as our 
students’ expectations to learn in a first-rate educational environment. There is a 
heightened sense of  enthusiasm on campus as work on the new building begins. 
Through increased giving to our scholarship funds, we will be able to help more 
students overcome the financial obstacles that keep them from attending Roberts and 
Northeastern. And through building the endowments, we help secure the future of 
both of these fine institutions. 
 

Science and Nursing Center Highlights
• Construction started: Spring 2014.  Building opens: Fall 2015 

• 40,000-square-foot state-of-the-art academic building compatible with 
distance-learning online and hybrid course delivery to enrich student learning 
and reach students beyond the Greater Rochester area 

• LEED-certified with the latest innovations in green technologies  

• Modern classrooms, laboratories and nursing simulation labs designed to 
prepare future generations of science and nursing professionals to care for 
their communities 

• Student gathering spaces for group study and social engagement
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Q & A WITH EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT JACK CONNELL
ON THE LEGACY 150 CAMPAIGN

What is the Legacy 150 campaign?  
This campaign is an effort to engage all of our 
friends and alumni in advancing the mission 
of Roberts Wesleyan College and Northeastern 
Seminary. It’s the most ambitious fundraising 
initiative in our 150-year history, and it has the 
potential to transform both of these institutions. 
The $42 million campaign goal includes building 
a new Science and Nursing Center, providing 
additional scholarship support for our students, 
and strengthening the Seminary and College 
endowments.  

How does this campaign align with our mission? 
Since opening our doors in 1866, our mission 
has been to prepare thoughtful, spiritually 
mature, service-oriented people who will help 
transform society. Today, we maintain a steadfast 
commitment to that very mission at both Roberts 
Wesleyan College and Northeastern Seminary. 
This campaign will enhance our ability to 
pursue that mission with boldness, creativity and 
strength.  
   
What are the goals of the Legacy 150 Campaign?
Beyond the three primary goals of building a 
new Science and Nursing Center, increasing 
scholarship support for our students and 
strengthening the endowments, I also hope this 
campaign will motivate our friends and alumni 
to a higher level of engagement with the College 
and Seminary. Legacy 150 also has the potential 
to enhance our brand, expand our visibility and 
increase our ability to attract students.  

Why a new Science and Nursing Center?
The existing Merlin G. Smith Science Center has 
served us well since its completion in 1971. But 
what was cutting-edge in 1971 now lags behind 
the high school lab facilities most of our entering 
students have used. Our existing facilities are not 
only outdated, they are too small to accommodate 
the number of students who wish to take advantage 
of Roberts’ highly regarded nursing program. We 
all know that science and technology programs are 
increasingly important to our future, and this new 
center will help us attract the best and brightest 
students—and provide them with the educational 
experiences they need to serve effectively in the 
21st century.  

Can you explain how expanding scholarships and 
strengthening endowments will help students?
Students are at the heart of our mission, yet 
increasing numbers of them face the challenges 
of rising tuition costs as their families struggle 
to keep pace financially. While Roberts and 

Northeastern both remain great values among 
private institutions, and although we give financial 
aid to more than 95% of our students, the cost of 
attendance is increasingly prohibitive for many 
families. Quite simply, growing our scholarship 
and endowment funds helps our students and 
families meet these affordability challenges.   

Has fundraising already begun?  
Yes. For the past two years, we have been talking 
with our Trustees and other major donors, asking 
them to give leadership gifts to this effort. They 
have responded with amazing generosity, and to 
date, 163 gifts of more than $10,000 have been 
given, with a total of $31,640,128 committed. 
Now is the time in the campaign when we are 
asking everyone associated with Roberts and 
Northeastern to come alongside those who have 
set the pace and help us meet our goals.  

Is there anything else alumni and friends can do to 
support the campaign? 
Beyond giving consideration to a campaign 
pledge, I hope everyone will support Legacy 150 
in prayer.  One way to do that is to become one 
of Roberts’ prayer partners. For more information, 
visit Legacy150.roberts.edu. 

How can I learn more?  
Visit Legacy150.roberts.edu  for information on 
campaign priorities, giving opportunities and 
alumni stories. In addition, we are planning 

several campaign events over the next year that 
will create opportunities for alumni and friends to 
interact with one another and learn more about the 
campaign. Dr. Porterfield will be attending many 
of these events along with other representatives 
from the College. To see a calendar of events and 
register, visit the Alumni page at www.roberts.edu. 

INCREASING STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

The Roberts Circle is the heart of scholarship funding. It’s made up of 300 men and women who 
give $1,000 or more each year to the Roberts Fund, and we need more alumni and friends of the  
College to participate. 

• Deserving students, as well as their families, count on scholarships to help offset the cost of education
• Scholarships make our Christian education possible for the next generation
• The more support we receive, the more students we can provide with a transformational experience

CELEBRATING NURSING 
LEADERSHIP

Nursing leaders will be honored in the 
new Science and Nursing Center with a 
suite to celebrate their contributions to the 
Roberts Nursing program.   This suite will 
be named in recognition of a long history 
of leaders who have promoted scholarship, 
service, excellence in nursing education and 
educational innovation.  This started in the 
1950s when the College achieved approval 
to offer a Bachelor of Science with a Nursing 
major from the NYS Education Department.  
Under Professor Dorothy Whittingham’s 
leadership, the nursing program became 
accredited by the National League for Nursing. 

Whittingham was followed by Dr. Carol 
Kenyon, who continued the legacy of nursing 
education excellence and innovation.  Kenyon 
established an accelerated degree completion 
program for RNs with a diploma or associate 
degree in nursing. Designed with the working 
professional in mind, it was the first program 
of its kind in the Rochester area. The RN to BS 
program started with one cohort and quickly 
grew.  Today, this program enrolls more than 
100 students in six locations and three online 
groups.

The nursing program advanced and flourished 
under the leadership of Dr. Susanne Mohnkern 
with the addition of two Master of Science 
programs. During Mohnkern’s leadership, 
the number of nursing students tripled. As 
technology grew, high-fidelity simulation 
was added to the teaching strategies and 
the adult programs expanded to the online 
environment. The faculty also has continued 
to grow.  

We are grateful for the leaders in Nursing at 
Roberts and their commitment to serving the 
Lord with excellence throughout their careers.  
The suite in the new Science and Nursing 
Center will represent the foundation they 
built for the programs we offer today as well 
as our reputation for preparing competent, 
caring, committed nursing professionals.

Legacy 150 Campaign Goals

CAPITAL PROJECT
New Science and Nursing Center         $19 million

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS  (5-year totals) 
Roberts Wesleyan College                           $4.5 million
Northeastern Seminary                                   $1 million
Total Scholarship Funds                           $5.5 million

ENDOWMENTS  (including planned gifts) 
Roberts Wesleyan College                            $15 million
Northeastern Seminary                                $2.5 million
Total Endowment                                      $17.5 million

Campaign Goal                                               $42 million

Roberts officials celebrated the official start of 
construction for a brand new science and nursing 
building on campus during a groundbreaking 
ceremony in March. The 40,000-square-foot, 
two-floor academic building will include first-
rate educational facilities for science and nursing 
instruction and training. The building will also 
feature state-of-the-art classrooms, simulation 
laboratories and an experimental greenhouse. To 
accommodate out-of-market students, the new 
building will be equipped for distance learning and 
will support online and hybrid course delivery.

“This spectacular facility will help us prepare 
the next generation of science, technology and 
healthcare professionals” said John A. Martin, 
Roberts Wesleyan College President. “Thanks to 
the support of our alumni, community partners 

and strategic leaders, Roberts Wesleyan has seen 
tremendous growth over the past decade, with no 
signs of stopping anytime soon.”

The first phase of the project will cost $19 million 
and will connect the new facility to the existing 
Merlin G. Smith Science Center. Rochester, 
N.Y.-based firms SWBR Architects, LeChase 
Construction, ME Engineering and Passero 
Associates are responsible for the building design 
and construction. This project is an integral part 
of the college’s five-year strategic plan focused 
on growing enrollment, increasing intellectual 
vitality, enhancing visibility, community building 
and strengthening finances. Construction on the 
new science and nursing building is scheduled to 
be finished in July 2015. 

ROBERTS BREAKS GROUND ON $19 MILLION  
NEW SCIENCE AND NURSING CENTER

Legacy150.roberts.edu
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ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME INDUCTION

On February 1st 2014, the Roberts Women’s and Men’s Basketball teams 
played NYIT while alumni Beth Austin Kresge ’01 (Cross Country 
and Track and Field) and Leah Glauser Helbling ’93 (Basketball) were 
inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame.

Read full story here: www.roberts.edu/alumni/news

Beth Austin Kresge ’01 
with Paul Kurtz ’97

Leah Glauser Helbling ’93 
with Mike Faro ’73

Beth Austin Kresge ’01, Paul Kurtz ’97, 
Mike Faro ’73, Leah Glauser Helbling ’93

Jim Fenton, MSL ’08, became President of Roberts’ 
Alumni Advisory Council last fall. We spent a 
few moments with Jim to get his perspective on 
why the work of the Council is so important and 
how it helps strengthen “The Roberts Difference” 
for generations to come.

How did you first get involved with the Alumni 
Council?
I’d been talking with Executive Vice President 
Jack Connell about Roberts and the profound 
impact that the MSL program had on me 
personally. I wanted to find a way to give back, 
and Jack ended up putting me in touch with 
Director of Alumni Relations Kirk Kettinger. The 
conversations evolved from there.

Besides my own grad work at Roberts, my wife, 
Karen (’86), is an alumnus as well and, in fact, 
when we were first married, we rented a house 
near the campus. I still remember taking regular 
family walks with our three young kids on 
campus. So our connection to Roberts goes back 
quite a ways.

What is the vision for the work of the Alumni 
Council?
There are several areas of vision that have 
emerged. The first, and highest priority, is to 
support the strategic plan of the college. So 
we’ve been focused on how the Alumni Council 
can support the plan and the objectives through 
input into the process and providing alumnus 
perspective. The most exciting conversations 
have been around the question of “How can we 
make Roberts distinctive?”

Second, we’re really thinking about new ways to 
connect with alumni and keep them connected 
through the compelling work that Roberts is 
doing. When you think about it, Roberts teaches 
these students who then go all throughout the 
country and the world and are leaders in their 
communities and industries. They serve with 
purpose. And our alumni are everywhere now, 
so technology is playing a big role in how we’re 
keeping alumni connected.

We also want to create ways for alumni to continue 
to be engaged throughout their lives. How can 

Roberts present ways for alumni to stay sharp, 
engaged and serve as they move throughout the 
stages of their life?

Lastly, this isn’t all about financial contributions. 
Although that’s certainly appreciated, we need to 
offer meaningful ways for folks to stay connected 
to the Roberts community through mentoring, 
projects, teaching, etc.

What does “The Roberts Difference” mean to you?

To me, it’s really the notion of Christian service 
and character development. The College really 
emphasizes and has a legacy of equipping 
people for service to glorify God and to help 
others in tangible ways in the world around 
them, regardless of profession. I think one of the 
biggest differences related to that is in the way 
we see success as defined through the fruits of 
the spirit and character development. Not just a 
worldly definition of monetary success. We are 
distinct because our work is shaped through a 
focus on Christ. And that notion of education for 
character, to shape principled leaders who then 
impact their communities, is important because 
it’s so desperately needed in our world. These 
are the ideas that get me so excited and energized 
about Roberts and its importance in the world!

JIM FENTON ’08 PROFILE –
PRESIDENT OF THE ROBERTS ALUMNI ADVISORY COUNCIL
By Ben Murphy ’00

Alumni Advisory Council Members

Peter Allenson ’66
Gil Chang ’82
John Cleary ’00
Greg Coles ’12
Jim Fenton ’08
Lindsey Groves ’11
Dana Ingalsbe ’95
Ralph Loehr ’95
Jeremy Lonneville ’06
Rich Messinger ’81
Lance Mitchell ’88

Zack Mullen ’10
Justin Niebel ’06
Dan Rudd ’06
Annie Sealy ’04
Chris Simmons ’90
Dan Smith ’98
Vanessa Stallkamp ’89
Adam Stein ’02
Christa Stein ’03
Jim VanBrederode ’88
Hannah Wentz ’13

Back Row: Chang ’82, Fenton ’08, Cleary ’00 | Front Row: Niebel ’06, Sealy ’04, Groves ’11, Wentz ’13

ROBERTS ON THE ROAD: COMING TO YOUR HOMETOWN

We have been holding alumni gatherings all around the country.  
Last year 1,900 people were involved in Roberts alumni events 
from California to Florida to New York.

Over the past few years, Roberts on the Road has been to the 
following cities:

Albany, NY
Bay Area, CA
Binghamton, NY
Boston, MA
Buffalo, NY
Charlotte, NC
Gerry, NY
New York City, NY
Orlando, FL

Roberts Wesleyan College gathers our alumni together at many 
Christian camps both locally and internationally. This past 
year we have held alumni gatherings at:

• Lighthouse Christian Family Camp (Barker, NY)
• Tri-State Family Camp (E. Liverpool, OH)
• Cattaraugus Christian Family Camp (Cattaraugus, NY)
• Wesley Acres Campground (Bloomfield, Ontario, Canada)

Lakeland, FL
Los Angeles, CA
Philadelphia, PA
Phoenix, AZ
Pittsburgh, PA
San Diego, CA
Syracuse, NY
Washington, DC

We want to meet you in your home town, hear your stories, and tell 
you about the great things happening at Roberts.  

Is it your turn for a visit? Check out our events calendar at: 
www.roberts.edu/alumni/events.

= States Roberts has visited
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HEALTHY HAWKS: DR. WAYNE 
AND DR. DARLENE MCCOWN

Retired and Going South 
By: Dr. Darlene McCown

Like other retirees, Wayne and I are snowbirds: 
We go south in the winter … all the way to the 
equator! We have spent several months each of 
the past seven years at Hope Africa University, 
a Free Methodist liberal arts university in 
Bujumbura, Burundi. This university has a 
formal “sister school” partnership with Roberts 
Wesleyan College and Northeastern Seminary. 

Burundi is one of the three poorest countries in 
the world, desperately in need of qualified nurses 
and doctors.

In our first years at Hope Africa University, I 
served as the director of nursing and began the 
school’s first nursing class, with 11 students 
(nine males and two females). Among the class 
were two pastors, a community health clinic 
owner/operator, a teacher and a veterinarian. All 
of them spoke French and knew only a few words 
of English. By the time they graduated four years 
later, all of them were speaking English and I had 
learned a few words of French!

In 2008, I developed plans for a nursing skills 
laboratory and it was completed by the next year. 
This skills laboratory is a model for the country 
and has been visited by the president. (He shook 
my hand!) It is equipped with microscopes, baby 
scales and a Resusci Anne. It includes stethoscopes 
and blood-pressure cuffs, opthalmoscopes and 
reflex hammers, and other resources for teaching 
nursing and medical students. The majority of the 
equipment was obtained from agencies located 
in Rochester. Special thanks go to InterVol and 
Ward Scientific, as well as the Roberts Wesleyan 
School of Nursing, for their generosity.  

Another local group, The Ross Foundation, 
granted funds to assist in building a hospital/
clinic on the campus to serve the people of 
Bujumbura and to assist in the training of the 
nursing and medical students at the university.  

Over the years, I have also collected more than 
300 watches from friends and churches, and have 

RELAY FOR LIFE
The Nursing Club at RWC and the Tau Xi Chapter of Sigma Theta Tau partnered to host the first Relay 
for Life event on campus. Under the direction of senior nursing student, Kathryn Heiderman, the event 
raised over $3,000. Additionally there was fun for everyone with minute-to-win games, face painting, 
hand massages, free blood pressure checks, coloring, and a play dough creation station.

Every year more than 1.4 million Americans are diagnosed with cancer. The Relay for Life is a team 
walking event and fundraiser for the American Cancer Society to help finance research to find cures for 
cancer, provide prevention and health promotion services, and provide education materials and other 
support for individuals touched by cancer.

HEART WALK
Over 6,800 people came out to show their support, helping to raise $632,000 at the American Heart 
Association’s 24th annual Heart Walk.  Roberts was pleased to be a primary sponsor of this community 
campaign inspired to share the importance of Heart Health, knowing the signs of heart attack and stroke, 
and acting on those signs.  The AHA is the largest voluntary health organization working to prevent, 
treat, and defeat heart disease, stroke and other cardiovascular diseases. 

CORPORATE CHALLENGE

Faculty and staff spent this spring gearing up for the JPMorgan Chase Challenge, a 3.5-mile race held 
each May on the Rochester Institute of Technology campus. The Roberts team, led by Assistant to 
the President Patti Radel, was formed to unite faculty, staff and students in a common goal of living a 
healthier lifestyle while having fun and encouraging new friendships along the way. In preparation for 
the big race day, Director of Marketing for Adult and Graduate Education Jason Hammel led a couch-to-
5k training program for fellow teammates and coworkers looking to get in shape. 

This is the second year Roberts Wesleyan has participated in the Corporate Challenge. In 2013, the 
College’s team joined a near-record crowd of nearly 11,000 participants from 445 companies — an epic 
event that benefitted not only the Rochester YMCA, but also all of those who participated. For this year’s 
results and highlights, visit www.jpmorganchasecc.com. 

JOIN US FOR THE 8TH ANNUAL MATT ST. JAMES 5K

Matt St. James graduated from Roberts in 2007 with a degree in Social Work. As 
an undergraduate, Matt was a top runner on the Cross Country and Track teams 
for four years. On March 14, 2007, Matt was running on campus when he had 
cardiac arrest with a brain injury as a result. After spending over three years at 
Monroe Community Hospital, he is now living at home. Matt has come a long 
way since that day. 

The 8th Annual Matt St. James 5K Race will be held on Saturday, August 30, at 
10:00 a.m. The race will be run on the home course of the Roberts Cross Country 
team. Proceeds will go to Matt’s family to help with medical expenses, along with 
supporting the Roberts Cross Country team. 

REGISTER ONLINE! You can register online, as well as purchase a t-shirt, or 
make a donation. mattstjames5k.eventbrite.com

BE A HEALTHY HAWK!

The topic of health and wellness is very common in today’s publications — both traditional and online. 
People everywhere are sharing and learning tips for being happy and healthy. The topics include diet, 
fitness, and getting your mind in a good place and keeping it there. Do you place an importance on 
health and wellness in your life? Did you transform your activity level from nothing to “pushing your 
limits”? Share what you’re doing and what you’re learning by writing to editor@roberts.edu.
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delivered them each year to the new class of nursing students for their professional use. Thanks to all 
who have contributed watches.

Recognizing the need for nursing educators and leaders in central Africa, in 2010, I launched a Masters 
of Nursing at Hope Africa University; the first class of students graduated in December 2012. These 
graduates are now the leaders of nursing in their country. They are serving as chief of nursing and 
clinical faculty at Hope Africa University, interim director of public health, faculty in the government 
nursing program, owner/operator of a private health clinic, chief of nursing for the Van Norman Hospital/
Clinic on campus and chief of nursing for the up-country Kibuye Hope Hospital (both part of Hope 
Africa University). 

On March 14, 2014, I was privileged to present the Hope Africa University Masters of Nursing in 
Education and Leadership program to the Burundian government committee on accreditation. The 
reviewers approved it as the first and only Masters of Nursing program in the nation. In the local African 
language of Kirundi, there is a saying: “The birds are talking.” The “birds” are now saying that Hope 
Africa University has the best nursing program in the nation! We thank God for His grace and power in 
making this accomplishment possible for the people of central Africa.  

Hope Africa University has grown from 75 students in 2003 to a robust student body of more than 6,000 
in 2014. God has blessed the vision of founding Rector Elie Buconyori and the U.S. Friends of Hope 
Africa University board, of which Wayne is now serving as president. It is my greatest professional joy to 
be involved in the development of the nursing program and to see my students take their places as the 
leaders of nursing in central Africa.

VIOLET, A Nursing Student

Darlene with RESUCISTATION ANNIE  
and Nursing Students

ERIC Examining Eye of Fellow Student Nursing Class of 2012
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ROCHESTER BUSINESS JOURNAL
FORTY UNDER  FORTY RECIPIENTS

Marc Natale ’02, Executive 
Director, American Heart 
Association  – In his role at the 
American Heart Association, 
Natale leads an eight-county 
region with a focus on investing 
in prevention education and 
awareness, establishing or 
advancing wellness committees 
within organizations, funding 
cutting-edge research, partnering 
with community and corporate 

organizations to achieve broader goals, and continuous 
quality improvement within the region’s hospital systems to 
directly improve patient care. He is the board treasurer for 
Mercy Community Services, a board member and finance 
committee co-chairman of Wilson Commencement Park, a 
member of the Council of Agency Executives, a member of 
the human resources committee for the Rochester Hearing & 
Speech Center, and a grant reviewer for the Greater Rochester 
Health Foundation.

Jennifer Wenzke Wallace 
(attended 2005), Vice President, 
First Niagara Risk Management 
– At First Niagara, Wallace 
oversees insurance and risk 
management for clients while 
working to develop and 
manage client relationships. 
She is a board member for 
the Rochester Chapter of the 
American Heart Association; a 

graduate, former board member and volunteer at Leadership 
Rochester; and an advisory board member for SportsNet.

Kanika Wright ’09, Equipment 
Manufacturing Manager, 
Carestream Health Inc. – 
Wright is responsible for 
overseeing Carestream Health 
Inc.’s Rochester manufacturing 
facility, with four flow 
managers/transition managers 
and more than 100 indirect 
reports. This includes managing 
six product lines across three 

major businesses. Wright is also accountable for successfully 
delivering on quality, cost, delivery, Lean Six Sigma and 
compliance goals. She volunteers her time as a board 
member and membership co-chairwoman for the Rochester 
Business Alliance’s Women’s Council, and is a board member 
for the Rochester Twenty Pearls Foundation, a leadership 
giving member of the United Way of Greater Rochester Inc.,  
board member of the Broadway Commons Homeowners 
Association, and is past president, vice president, assistant 
treasurer, educational advancement foundation chapter 
captain and an active member of the Delta Nu Omega Chapter 
of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. 

{ A L U M N I   T O D A Y }  at Roberts

Caroll W. King ’48 has written “Holiness for Earnest Christians” (2009), 
“Creation for Earnest Believers” (2012) and “Truth for Earnest Seekers: The 
Case for Biblical Truth in an Upside-Down World” (2013).

David Harris Walker ’68 has completed 10 titles in 
The Learner’s Greek New Testament (LGNT) Series. 
The books enable a present or past student in NT 
Greek to read and translate any passage without 
difficulty. Not only is every word, phrase, idiom 
and clause rendered, but lexicon-like materials are 
included for deeper understanding. The volumes are 
available as low-cost e-books for the Amazon Kindle 
and at Smashwords.com. 

The Rev. Catherine L. Johnston ’83 and her husband, the Rev. Thomas 
Johnston, accepted a senior co-pastor position at Trinity Life Community-
Bedford NH Foursquare Church. Over the past 25 years, they have planted 
and started four churches, and Tom is the co-founder of the Praxis Center 
for Church Development (www.praxiscenter.org). Cathy Lynn also works 
at Long Term Care Partners in Portsmouth, NH.

Paula H. Lomas ’83 had an article published in the April 2014 issue of 
“Therapeutic Advances in Respiratory Disease” Vol 8, Issue 2. The article 
is titled “Enhancing Adherence to Inholed Therapies in Cystic Fibrosis.”

David L. Hettesheimer ’85 and Faith Riddle were married on December 
30, 2013, at Life Church at South Mountain in Phoenix, AZ.

Alvin B. Anderson ’86 is now associate regional director for Young Life in 
Central Europe. He is leading Young Life ministry in Czech Republic and 
Poland, and is developing ministry in Slovakia and Hungary.

Elizabeth A. (Juengling) Shayne ’86 and Gary Shayne were married 
November 28, 2009, at the chapel of Yellowstone Baptist College in 
BIllings, MT, by her brother, Pastor Robert Juengling.

Carolyn E. Aponte ’88 was recently promoted to assistant principal at 
James Weldon Johnson College Preparatory School in Duval County Public 
Schools. It is a 6-8 school, which she is looking to grow into a 6-12 school. 
It ranks as one of the top middle schools in Florida.

Paul G. Sutliff ’89 released his book, “Stealth Jihad Phase 2: Infiltrate 
American Colleges.” He has now done two radio shows and has two more 
scheduled. He is starting to schedule speaking engagements on the topic 
of the Muslim Brotherhood in America.

Michelle M. Ames ’91 recently started her own business, Marketed 
by Michelle, servicing small businesses throughout the Eastern U.S. 
She specializes in social media marketing, Web design, press releases, 
business writing and small-business development consulting. Visit 
marketedbymichelle.com for more information.

Ralph S. Goodberlet ’92 received a heart transplant in 2006 and retired 
from Eastman Kodak Company’s Global Finance Group. Ralph received 
his MBA from Spring Arbor University in 2011 and is pursuing an Ed.D. 
in Organizational Leadership from Indiana Wesleyan University, with an 
expected completion date of late 2016. Ralph is an adjunct professor of 
business and computer information for SUNY at the Genesee Community 
College campus. He is also an adjunct professor for Keuka College in 
the ASAP program for the organizational management and master’s in 
management programs.

Jennifer A. Sweet ’92 is the camp director of the Hidden Valley 4-H Camp 
in Watkins Glen, NY. 

Marie E. Hsiung ’94 graduated from Ontario Institute for Studies in Education 
at the University of Toronto with a Bachelor of Education in June 2013. She is 
now teaching elementary music in French.

Scot W. Stutzman ’95 is vice principal at Fredonia High School and athletic 
director for the Fredonia School District. He also is senior vice president of 
operations (Eastern Region) at Skye Petroleum, Inc.

Gloria Hitchcock ’97  was nominated 
for Digital Rochester’s 2014 Technology 
Woman of the Year Award. Hitchcock is 
director of Care Improvement Initiatives 
for the Rochester RHIO. 

Edward C. Lutz ’99 and Courtney Streb 
’06 were married on May 5,  2012. They 
live in Ellwood City, PA.

Souly Sanasith ’00 and his wife, Kristen, welcomed Cara Talay Sanasith 
on November 29, 2013. She joins big brothers Layton (7), Carson (5) and 
Kallan (2).

Bethany J. Welch ’00 was featured in a story titled “Eight Philadelphia 
Artists on the Rise.” The story ran online on the site Ponte Al Dia. To read 
the article, go to www.pontealdia.com

Florencio E. Del Valle ’01 received a Ph.D. in management with 
specialization in accounting from Walden University in August 2013.

Denise M. Goodberlet ’02 completed her MS, Clinical Nurse Specialist, 
and an MS, Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP), at the Wegmans School of 
Nursing at St. John Fisher in 2009. She is also certified as an FNP-C and 
recently joined the University of Rochester’s Strong Memorial Hospital 
Emergency Department as an attending healthcare provider. 

Juan P. Galavis ‘02 starred in the ABC show “The Bachelor.”

Duffy ‘02 and Amy (Shadduck) ’02 Beigel welcomed Silas Michael in 
December 2013. Silas joins older siblings Owen, Caroline and Bethany. 
They reside in Ithaca, NY. Amy teaches for the Ithaca City School District 
and Duffy is a student at Northeastern Seminary.

Steve and Allison (Sanford) ’02 Worrall 
welcomed triplets, Anabel, Reuben, and 
Matthew on October 11, 2013. Steve 
currently serves Roberts in Buildings and 
Grounds. 

Andrew K. Cramer ‘03 is a senior user experience designer at Case 
Commons in Manhattan. He develops software for social workers, 
providing them with more effective tools to do their work. He completed a 
master’s degree at Carnegie Mellon University. Andrew is also an adjunct 
professor at NYU’s Wagner School of Public Service, teaching a graduate 
course in design thinking for public policy.

Elizabeth F. Harned ‘03 is now the administrator of Beacon Haven, a 
nonprofit, religious, non-medical healthcare institution that has been 
in existence since 1922. Beacon Haven serves the healthcare needs of 
Christian scientists in Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, northern Kansas, and western Wisconsin. 

Holly M. (DePriest) Grimley ‘05 married Timothy Grimley on May 19, 2012, 
and they welcomed their first child, Olivia Grace Grimley, on July 29, 2013.

 
Brian Dudley ‘05 opened a gunsmith business, 
specializing in the restoration of fine sporting 
firearms. Visit his website at:
www.bmdgunstocks.com 

Carol A. Belec ‘06 is in her third year of starting a Christian Primary 
School in Niger, West Africa.

Megan M. Resig ‘07 opened a new creative arts center in Pittsford, NY, on 
September 16, 2013. She partnered with two other local therapists to open 
Spectrum Creative Arts, a center that provides music therapy, art therapy, 
music instruction and art instruction to students and clients of all ages 
and abilities.

Seanna C. (James) Walker ‘07 and her husband, Brian, welcomed a 
daughter, Cayleigh Renee, on September 13, 2013.

ALUMNI NOTES
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Abigail Grace Smith was born to Oliver ’10 
and Kylie (Checksfield) ’10 Smith, on March 
25, 2014. 

Kathryn S. (Lowell) Cobstill ‘11 received her M.S. in education (literacy) 
from Binghamton University (SUNY) in May 2013.

Joshuah Grant ‘11 married Olivia Cornell on 
January 4, 2014. Olivia is originally from Beaver 
Falls, NY, and just finished her bachelor’s 
degree at Crane School of Music.

Calvin ’11, NES ’14 and Rebekah (Degnan) 
’11 Smith welcomed Silas Degnan Smith 
on March 17. Rebekah is currently an 
Admissions Counselor at Roberts. 

Samantha M. Lester ‘12 was named director of Youth for Christ/Youth 
Unlimited for Prince Edward County (Ontario, Canada). She oversees 
ministries that impact more than 600 students in the area.

Brittany M. Walker ‘12 received a National Association of Teachers of 
Singing award and has received several opera contracts.

Nicole P. Lute ‘13 began an international education policy and management 
master’s degree at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, TN, in August 2013.

David Michael ‘14 received the Jay B. 
Nash award. Dr. Elaine Gregory, Director 
of Physical Education at Roberts 
Wesleyan College, shared that “this 
award represents the best of the best in 
New York.” Michael also attended the 
regional physical education conference 
in Rhode Island and was recognized 
with winners from 12 other states. 
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Janna L. (Payne) Klostermann ‘07 of Peterborough, ON, married Philip 
Klostermann of Cologne, Germany, on August 18, 2013. They celebrated 
an engagement party in Germany and the marriage in Canada.

Thomas J. Schulte ‘07 was named principal of the Western New York Tech 
Academy. He was previously principal of Williamson High School. He 
took on the new academy position on February 24 and is based at Byron-
Bergen Central School.

Kenton Sawade ’07 and Nicole Jackson 
’10, were married on September 28, 
2013. They exchanged vows and 
celebrated with family and friends at 
Charlotte Beach in Rochester, NY.

Diana E. Tillotson ‘08 got married in May 2010 and welcomed a baby boy 
in March 2011.

Amanda E. (Roode) DeVries ‘08 married Shawn DeVries on August 10, 
2013, in Connecticut. They reside in San Diego, CA.

Nicholas J. Clancy ‘08 and Dianne Nelson (attended from 2006 to 2008) 
were married in Punta Cana, Domincan Republic, on June 21, 2013. They are 
expecting their first child in June 2014.

Ruby Jane Vos was born to Anna J. (Heller-Jackson) Vos ‘08 and her husband 
on September 7, 2013. 

Nathan and Jamie E. (Parsons) ’08 Rogers welcomed Avery Elizabeth 
Rogers on October 6, 2013.

John ‘09 and Danielle (Snell) ’08 Swick 
welcomed a son, Garrett Michael, on August 
4, 2013. John is the K-12 building principal 
for the Town of Webb Union Free School 
District and Danielle works for Conifer 
Realty LLC as a compliance specialist. They 
live in Old Forge, NY. 

Linda G. (O’Keefe) Mortimer ‘10 was promoted to internal communications 
executive for London Gatwick Airport and gave birth to a daughter, Lucy, 
in October 2011.

Jeanette (Frederick) Bastedo ‘10 and Jason Bastedo ‘10 Jeanette began work 
as an environmental conservation officer for the New York State DEC. She 
is stationed in Bronx County, part of the New York City Region. Jason works 
as a corrections officer for the Bureau of Prisons at Federal Correctional 
Institution in Otisville, NY.

10’s

HAVE NEWS TO SHARE? 

We want to hear about you and your family! 
Email editor@roberts.edu to be featured  
in the next issue of Roberts Today!

Future Redhawks    
Denis Johnson III – July 4, 2013
Denis ’05 and Rebecca (Freer) ’03 Johnson

Abel J. Bassett-Greer – July 6, 2013
Ryan and Kelly ’06 Bassett-Greer

Macie Joy Moore – July 15, 2013
Adam ’04 and Nicole Moore 

Olivia Grace Grimley – July 29, 2013
Timothy and Holly (Depriest) ’05 Grimley

Lainey B. Schwartz – August 3, 2013
Daryl and Wendy (Field) ’06  Schwartz

Garrett Michael Swick – August 4, 2013
John ’09 and Danielle (Snell) ’08 Swick

Penelope Jane Moore – August 8, 2013
Brian and Kimberly (Towner) ’10 Moore 

Charlotte Stoeckel – August 8, 2013
Jonathon and Miriam Stoeckel

Andrew David O’Donnell – August 17, 2013
Stephen and Kathryn (Briggs) ’12 O’Donnell 

Miles Eric Sortore – September 3, 2013
Kyle ’07 and Meg (Penman) ’07 Sortore

Thomas William Mayberry – September 7, 2013
Thomas (TJ) and Lisa (Bischoff) ’06 Mayberry

Ruby Jane Vos – September 7, 2013
Elliot and Anna (Heller-Jackson) ’08 Vos

Charlotte Noelle Murphy – September 7, 2013
Ben ’00 and Lisa (Adams) ’03 Murphy

Jackson Robert Roushey – September 11, 2013
Ben ’05 and Christina (White) ’03 Roushey

Evelyn Kate Ashcraft – September 12, 2013
Joel ’05 and Kathleen (Russell) ’05 Ashcraft

Cayleigh Renee Walker – September 13, 2013
Brian and Seanna (Janes) ’07 Walker

Presley Mae Plake – September 27, 2013
Charles ’07 and Roselynn (Camplin) ’07 Plake

Brynn Amanda Viele – October 3, 2013
Mike and Elissa (Harkins) ’02 Viele

Avery Elizabeth Rogers – October 6, 2013
Nathan and Jamie (Parsons) ’08 Rogers

Anabel Kristen Worrall – October 11, 2013
Reuben Michael Worrall – October 11, 2013
Matthew Ryan Worrall – October 11, 2013
Steve and Allison (Sanford) ’02 Worrall

Allen David Morley – November 27, 2013
Matthew and Julie (Allen) ’97 Morley

Cora Talay Sanasith – November 29, 2013 
Souly ’00 and Kristen Sanasith

Silas Michael Beigel – December 12, 2013
Duffy ’02 and Amy (Shadduck) ’02 Beigel

Aiden Charles Kuhlman-Graham – January 11, 2014
Joshua and Hannah ’09 Kuhlman-Graham

Charlotte Adeline Alberts – January 31, 2014
Joel and Kelly (Nelson) ’07 Alberts

Paul Richard Snyder – February 14, 2014
Dan ’06 and Diane (Loyd) ’06 Snyder 

Nadia Jade Palma – March 7, 2014
Ryan ’06 and Christina (Ford) ’12 Palma

Silas Degnan Smith – March 17, 2014
Calvin ’11, NES ’14 and Rebekah (Degnan)’11 Smith

Abigail Grace Smith – March 25, 2014
Oliver ’10 and Kylie (Checksfield) ’10 Smith

Juliana Lee Vorberger – April 12, 2014
James and Lauren (Wieder) ’07 Vorberger

Tamsin Joy Britton – April 21, 2014
Joshua ’07 and Emily (Shewan) ’05 Britton
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In Memoriam

Thomas M. Smith—known as “Smitty” to thousands of pilots, “Tommy” to his wife and “Daddy” 
to his three children --- was a loyal supporter of the work of Benjamin Titus Roberts through the Free 
Methodist Church, Roberts Wesleyan College and Northeastern Seminary.

Devoted to his family and his Lord, Mr. Smith was a faithful giver to both the local church and Free 
Methodist Missions.  When his daughter, Kathryn, went off to Greenville College, he became a regular 
donor to that school.  When she moved to New York with her husband upon his appointment to 
Roberts Wesleyan College, Mr. Smith became a faithful donor to Roberts.  In fact, when the oldest 
known portraits of BT Roberts and Ellen Roberts were located in the summer of 2002, the first call that 
President John Martin made was to Mr. Smith to ask if he would help with the purchase price of those 
portraits.  Without hesitation or asking the cost, Mr. Smith told his son in law, “Yes, of course! For how 
much do I make out the check?”

A consummate pilot who amassed more than 50,000 hours in the air (by some accounts the most ever 
accomplished by a non-airline pilot), Mr. Smith was a master teacher who taught thousands of students 
to fly and gave many thousands more their flight examinations.  He also served as a Gideon speaker, an 
Adult Sunday School teacher and held almost every position in the local church ... all while working 
50 to 60 hours a week while helping raise a family and, in particular, caring for a disabled son at home 
for nearly twenty years.

Mr. Smith retired from flying at the age of 89 but he never retired from his family or from serving the 
Lord.  His last words were expressing concern for the care of his wife while saying “I want to go home 
and see Jesus.”  Mr. Smith died December 17, 2013 and is greatly missed by his wife, Joan, son, Alan, 
daughter, Kathryn, five grandsons, five great grandchildren and a host of other relatives, friends and the 
Roberts and Northeastern community.

Joanne Green-Colon, NES ’05, served 
as pastor of Heart & Soul Community Church, 
Rochester, N.Y., and used her gifts as an adjunct 
professor of Church History and Children’s 
Ministry in the Certificate in Ministry Program 
at Northeastern Seminary at Roberts Wesleyan 
College.  

After acquiring a teaching position in the Rochester 
Public school, and responding to an emerging 
sense of God’s calling her into some aspect of 
Christian ministry, she enrolled in a Master of 
Divinity program at Northeastern Seminary. 
“Joanne came to NES with a wonderful joy and 
energy for learning. She had an enthusiasm about 
life and an eagerness to be involved in ministry. 
She always added to the classroom discussion 
and brought a refreshing creativity” said Nelson 
Grimm, Director of Field Education and Associate 
Professor of Applied Theology.  

Joanne’s purpose was to follow God, like Abraham 
even when she didn’t fully understand what that 
meant for her life. She had her eyes on God and 
trusted God to lead and to reveal the next step for 
her life. She followed her understanding of God’s 
will with obedience and faithfulness.

Others were inspired by her servant heart, genuine 
compassion, deep affection for her family and her 
Savior. Even now she will be among the great 
cloud of witnesses that inspires us on. Joanne was 
the kind of person that encouraged us to live more 
like Jesus. Even now, she has heard it said unto 
her, “Well done, good and faithful servant enters 
into the joy of the Master”.

Joanne will always remain known as a remarkable, 
talented, energetic, and creative woman who 
touched many lives in the Rochester community 
and elsewhere for Jesus. Joanne passed away in 
December 2013 and is survived by her husband, 
Louis D. Colon, Jr. (M.Div. cohort 14), a son and 
daughter, and a large extended family including 
Louis E. Colon, Sr. (MA, ‘04).

Loren Thomas Baker served as the chair of the Roberts Art Department 
from 1981 through 2004, when he was invited to fulfill a similar role at his 
alma mater, Biola University. Moving to Los Angeles also enabled him to assist 
his aging parents. 

Under Loren’s leadership, the Art Department grew from 25 majors and two 
faculty in 1981 to approximately 65 majors and four faculty in 2004. He oversaw 
the department’s successful application for accreditation in the National 
Association of Schools of Art and Design in 1991 with successful renewals 
earned in 1996 and 2003. 

Loren’s joy in serving God through his artistic gifts was apparent to all who 
worked with him – faculty, students, and professional peers alike. In the early 
1990s he was honored with a solo exhibit at the prestigious Shirley Dawson 
Gallery on East Avenue in Rochester. On learning of his untimely death in 
November 2013, Ms. Dawson posted, “I still remember him with pride. Loren 
had a wonderful sense of humor and humility about his own work that was out 
of scale with his considerable talent. I am sad at this loss.” 

“We share that sadness, but also give thanks for the many ways we have 
benefitted from Loren’s enduring contribution to our campus,” said Doug Giebel, 
Professor of Art. His frequent quoting of Psalm 90:18 echoes encouragingly in 
our ears “reminding [us] that when we ‘work as unto the Lord,’ our lives, our 
experiences, and all of our activities, have meaning.” His thoughtful design of 
the Davison Gallery affords a continuing legacy of the high artistic standards 
that he maintained, offering all that he did unto the Lord whom he served.

Roberts Wesleyan College offers condolences to the families of the following 
Roberts alumni and friends who have passed away.

Harold R. Hendricks ’41-’42
August 4, 2013

Robert L. Wickersham ’51
August 23, 2014

Robert L. Dye ’59
August 30, 2013

Naomi (McCleery) Rossey ’41 
September 28, 2013    

Ann (Williams) Caldwell ’56 
October 3, 2013

Elizabeth Alice (Reynolds) Canon ’62 
October 9, 2013

Elton O. Smith ’61 
October 12, 2013

Robert M. Clark ’47 
November 3, 2013

Douglas L. Canfield ’47 
November 7, 2013

June (Brunk) Sullivan ’48 
November 23, 2013 

Ruth (Hewgill) Babcock ’57 
December 2, 2013 

Wilma (Russell) O’Hare ’60 
December 3, 2013 
   
Virginia (Lynch) McCoy ’56 
December 6, 2013   

Hani (Wadi) Khoury ’57 
December 12, 2013 
   
Evelyn N. Seibold ’64 
December 19, 2013   
 

Lucille Isabel (Roedel) Dunkle ’53 
December 25, 2013
  
Willard G. Vander Mallie ’49 
January 17, 2014   
 
Evelyn A. Hilldale ’44 
January 23, 2014    
 
Jane S. Richardson ’72 
January 24, 2014   
 
Wendy Lou (Smith) Whitcomb ’89 
January 25, 2014 
  
Shirley (Rogers) Kaufmann ’72 
January 27, 2014    
 
Ernest Leo Foster ’48 
February 11, 2014    
 
Philip Edmund Myette ’39
February 11, 2014   
 
Walter A. Roberts ’85 
February 13, 2014
   
Charles F. Loedel ’45 
February 14, 2014   
 
Roland D. Bentley ’53 
February 19, 2014
   
Fred Kazuo Murakami ’44 
March 7, 2014   
 
Douglas Waters ’62 
March 18, 2014    
 
Beverly (LeRoy) Hassler ’64 
April 1, 2014

Herman J. Bowman, Chesbrough Seminary ’45, a former 
superintendent of the East Aurora School District, died February 24 
in Hamburg, NY after a brief illness.  He was 87.  

In retirement, Mr. Bowman worked for 10 years as an associate 
professor of teacher education at Roberts Wesleyan College.  He 
was a valued Roberts Circle contributor (’79- 2014) and major 
donor to the college and a member of Pearce Memorial Church in 
North Chili. 
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REDHAWKS AROUND THE WORLD

editor@roberts.edu

#WheresReggie

RobertsWesleyanAlumni

#WheresReggie

@

FOR WHEN YOU TAKE FLIGHT!

Snap a picture with this page! Just tear it off and take Reggie the Redhawk with you on your next 
big trip, family holiday or out-of-country adventure. We will spotlight you in our new feature called 
“Redhawks Around the World.”  

Please include your photo, full name, class year and a description of where the photo was taken.

SHARE YOUR PHOTO!
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Michelle Coots ’86 — Ireland Timothy O’Hearn ’15 — Uganda Christian University, Africa

Kiersten Roberts ’00 and Beth Richardson ’00 — ChinaKiersten Roberts ’00 and Beth Richardson ’00 — China

David Donovan ’17, Hayden Jurius ’16,  
and Mitchell Jurius ’17 — Mt. Lafayett, New Hampshire

WHERE HAS REGGIE BEEN?

Jim and Sharon  
Conley — Long Island

Larry ’13 and Carolyn ’13 
Showers — Korea
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For Web-exclusive stories,  
visit www.roberts.edu/RobertsToday.

ROBERTS LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE!

On May 8th, we launched a completely re-designed 
website incorporating a new structure and responsive 
design for all devices. Visit www.roberts.edu. 

@RobertsWesleyan
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